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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
Monthly chapter meeting: First 
Thursday of  the month
El Shaddai Stand Downs have also 
been scheduled for the following date: 
Oct 15
Chapter Picnic - Sep 10 see page 2 
for details

Lend Your Voice to the Future of  Our 
Chapter and the VVA

“Legacy or Last Man Standing?”
There is a crucial topic for discussion within our chapter. 

We are being asked for our input into the decision as to the future of  our 
chapter. Essentially the question is - do we want to leave the VVA as it 
presently exists and let it run its course as its members die off  or do we want to 
incorporate the chapters into one of  the existing national organizations?

Every chapter in the country is being asked to contribute its members’ opinions 
to its state council.

Please plan to attend the next chapter meeting so that your voice may be heard. 
We had discussion at the last general membership meeting and a variety of  
opinion were given.

The next general meeting will be the last opportunity to lend your voice to this 
very crucial topic. A detailed report can be read on page 6 of  this issue

Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting Video 
Our Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting video has been completed. It is available 
for sale to those who are interested.

There are two versions.
The 36 minute condensed version is available on DVD for $5.
The complete, unedited version is 2 hours and is available for $10.
Please contact Art Villafane at 610-400-9322 to place an order.
He will have them available at the next few chapter meetings for your 
convenience.



  2             September 2016 Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 415

Last night the Iron Pigs “Community Days” was 
a resounding success! Chapter 415’s table looked very 
professional.   

Dozens of  people approached our table and offered 
support. We had several prospective members, several 
donation potential offers and a lot of  community recognition.  
I deferred to George Hrymack to throw out the first pitch 
for the Iron Pigs (see picture).  While he was hoping for a 
contract with the Pigs, they discreetly told him no one throws 
“spitballs” any longer.  Thank you to Howard Shaneberger 
and George Hrymack for support and great public relations.  
This is a keeper!

Iron Pigs Outing Chapter 415
from George Puzio, VVA Chapter 415

George had the honor of  throwing out the game ball. His 
form was so impressive that there is a rumor that the Iron 
Pigs have interest in him.
Editor’s note: The above sentence is pure fantasy on the part of  the editor.

From John 
Shields:
The family 
picnic will be 
held at the 
Bethlehem 
Township 
Community 
Center , 2900 
Farmersville 

Rd.,Bethlehem, PA 18020 the phone number is 610-332-
1900. 

I do need a headcount of  everyone who is 
coming so I can use that to provide food. So 
email john.shields@rcn.com with a number.

The family picnic will be held on September 10 from 12 
noon until whenever

Directions:
From Rte. 22 W or from Rte. 22 E take Rte. 33 S to the 
first exit, William Penn Highway. 
Make a right onto William Penn Highway. (Its name changes 
to Easton Avenue.) 
Make a left turn from the middle lane at the third (3rd) 
traffic light onto Farmersville Road. 
About one-half  mile make a left into the BTCC. 
Drive all the way to the end and make a left. 
You will pass the BTCC building on your left and see our 
pavilion straight ahead. Inside the building are restrooms 
and water fountains.

From I 78 E or from I 78 W take Rte. 33 N to the second 
exit, William Penn Highway. (Its name changes to Easton 
Avenue.) 
Make a left onto William Penn Highway.
After Farmersville Elementary School on your left, make 
a left turn from the middle lane at the second (2nd) traffic 
light onto Farmersville Road. 
About one-half  mile make a left into the BTCC. Drive all 
the way to the end and make a left. 
You will pass the BTCC building on your left and see our 
pavilion straight ahead. 
Inside the building are restrooms and water fountains.
REMEMBER: NO ALCOHOL OR SMOKING!

Thanks to Bob Adams for these directions.

Directions - Chapter Picnic
from Bob Adams and John Shields
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Stand Down - August 2016
from John Shields, VVA Chapter 415
The VVA and the AVVA did it again. With temperatures 
in the mid 90s and with the temperature heat index 
approaching the mid 100’s we helped feed and assist 57 
homeless individuals. 11 of  them were veterans Rich Sam 
and Gary Powers and others some veterans advice on how 
to proceed with claims or just dealing with the VA. Outside, 
cheeseburgers were cooked over a hot grill and inside hot 
dogs and soup were provided with plenty of  cool water and 
coffee. Everyone enjoyed the inside air conditioning.VA Extends New Hepatitis C 

Drugs to All Veterans
from VVA Weekly

Aided by new funds from Congress, the Department of  
Veterans Affairs (VA) is extending new antiviral treatments 
to all veterans with hepatitis C treated within its sprawling 
health care system—regardless of  the stage of  their illness 
and whether they contracted these infections during military 
service.

The move puts the VA at the forefront of  combatting the 
nation’s deadliest infectious disease, which kills more people 
in the United States than HIV, tuberculosis, pneumoccocal 
disease, and dozens of  other infectious conditions combined, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) Read entire article here: http://tinyurl.com/jf2y7xv

Vietnam MIA First Lt. Stanley 
Johnson, USMC, Accounted For
from VVA Weekly
According to an August 5 release from DPAA, 1st Lt. 
Stanley Johnson, missing from the 
Vietnam War, has been accounted for. On 
Dec. 3, 1965, Johnson was the co-pilot of  
an UH-34D helicopter assigned to Marine 
Medium Helicopter Squadron 364, 
Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing, tasked with inserting 
ARVN troops into South Vietnam. The 
aircraft, with three other Americans 
and nine Vietnamese soldiers onboard, 
was hit by enemy fire. The helicopter lost one of  its main 
rotor blades, crashing approximately 30 kilometers west of  
Tam Ky. All onboard were killed. Between 1993 and 2008, 
joint U.S./Vietnam teams conducted investigations which 
resulted in multiple excavations at the incident crash site. 
Lab analysis, in conjunction with circumstantial evidence, 
established that Johnson’s remains were included. Interment 
services are pending.

IRS Launches New Website to 
Help Veterans
from VVA Weekly
The Internal Revenue Service launched a new site titled 
“Information for Veterans.” The page is designed to 
provide timely, federal tax-related information to veterans 
about tax credits and benefits, free tax preparation, financial 
education, and asset-building opportunities available to 
veterans. Read more here:
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/information-for-veterans

Let’s say it’s 7:25pm and you’re going  home (alone of  
course) after an unusually hard day on the job. You’re really 
tired, upset and frustrated. Suddenly you start experiencing 
severe pain in your chest that starts to drag out into your 
arm and up into your jaw.

You are only about five miles from the hospital nearest 
your home. Unfortunately you don’t know if  you’ll be able 
to make it that far. You have been trained in CPR, but the 
guy that taught the course did not tell you how to perform 
it on yourself. 
   
HOW TO SURVIVE A HEART ATTACK WHEN  
ALONE  
Since many people are alone when they suffer a heart 
attack without help, the person whose heart is beating  
improperly and who begins to feel faint, has only about 10 
seconds left before losing consciousness. However, these 
victims can help themselves by coughing repeatedly and 
very vigorously. A deep breath should be taken before 
each cough, and the cough must be deep and prolonged, 
as when producing sputum from deep inside the chest. 
A breath and a cough must be repeated about every two 
seconds without let-up until help arrives, or until the heart 
is felt to be beating normally again. Deep breaths get 
oxygen into the lungs and  coughing movements squeeze 
the heart and keep the blood  circulating. The squeezing 
pressure on the heart also helps it to regain a normal 
rhythm.
In this way, heart attack victims can get help before getting 
to a hospital. 

Please note: This information is not endorsed by VVA 
Chapter 415. No relation to medical resources is suggested 
nor implied.   

Surviving a Heart Attack When 
You Are Alone
from Rich Sam, VVA Chapter 415
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Patriot Guard: A Most Unusual Story
from Art Villafane, VVA Chapter 415

A few weeks ago chapter member, Rich Sam and I had the distinct honor of  standing guard to honor a deceased war veteran. 
But this was not a veteran we expected. 
His name was Pvt. Jewett Williams, a Civil War soldier who fought with the 20th Maine Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Yes you 
read that correctly - he was a Civil War veteran!
Jewett Williams fought in the Civil War and after his service he moved around the country eventually ending up in Oregon 
where he died in 1922. He was cremated and his remains, along with a photo of  him were left unnoticed in a house in 
Oregon. His remains were found recently and after some investigation it was found that he was from Maine. Distant relatives 
claimed his remains and they were set to be transported to Maine.
The Patriot Guards were asked to accompany Pvt. Williams and here is where the story becomes even more interesting. The 
Patriot Guards set up a communication link across the country so that as Williams’ remains went through the states, there was 
a motorcycle and car escort made up of  Patriot Guard units from each state.
Rich Sam and I met the Pennsylvania escort near Hamburg, PA. where we met up with the escorts who brought Williams up 
from Gettysburg. From Hamburg we had an escort of  no fewer than 50 motorcycles that went from Hamburg to just over 
the border into New Jersey.
There we had a short but moving ceremony where the PA honor guard handed over Williams’ remains to the next group of  
Guards who would then continue with Pvt. Williams into New Jersey on his way home in Maine.
You can read the entire story at: http://tinyurl.com/gn2gpts

Photo credits: Rich Sam and Art Villafane
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Wheels of  Time - Chapter 415 
from Art Villafane, VVA Chapter 415

The Macungie Wheels of  Time was held this last weekend 
in August. Chapter 415 was offered a table to promote the 
chapter and to find some more of  our brothers.

Over 2 dozen of  our members stepped up and took turns 
working the table over the 3 day event. I would like to 
thank all of  the volunteers for their efforts. The public was 
generous with their donations to the chapter and several of  
them shared stories and spent time with us just chatting. 

The Wheels of  Time management also thanked us for our 
participation - so much so that they invited us to join them 
next year. Well done, Chapter 415.
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Subject:   
Motion Made and Approved at June State Council:  Pa 

State Council requests that each of  its chapters poll its 
membership on whether or not the criteria for membership 
of  the Vietnam Veterans of  America, Inc. shall continue as it 
is or that it  should open up its memberships to perpetuate its 
legacy. The Council requests each chapter report its majority 
vote to the PA State Council at the October 2016 meeting.

 
Discussion:  
 This subject was brought up at last month’s chapter 

meeting and the intention is to have a discussion on it at 
the next coming chapter meetings before a vote is taken.  
Currently VVA will expire as a national veterans organization 
as its eligible members die off  (Vietnam-era veterans).  

There is a belief  among a portion of  state council and 
the national membership that as our motto is “Never again 
will one generation of  veterans abandon another.”, we can 
provide no finer act than to extend membership to the 
younger generation of  veterans, in particular, those of  the 
current war era, for whom the results of  our past endeavors 
to improve the VA and to change the attitudes and support 
of  the general public for its military service members have 
been demonstrably shown and even remarked upon by the 
current generation of  veterans.  

The intention is to provide them an organization, which 
would eventually become their own, for camaraderie, 
teaching them what we have learned in creating an effective 
organization at national levels, and to transfer our institutions 
and wealth that they may more easily carry on what we have 
begun. 

 
In the current era, it is not easy to start up and maintain 

a veterans organization.  Nowadays, most veterans 
organizations survive as a result of  retiree participation.  
Veterans of  Modern Warfare is an example of  a recent failed 
organization.  Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of  America has 
no grassroots chapters, an essential component of  veterans 
service organizations, and technically, though a valuable 
organization, more legislative and politically oriented, having 
little impact within local communities when a veteran is in 
crisis or need of  help.  

 
AVVA continues to predominantly composed of  Vietnam 

Veterans and their spouses or members of  our age group and 

Resolution on the Future of VVA – Expansion 
of Membership
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski, 
AVVA Chapter 415

the movement to incorporate chapters in order for them to 
receive the assets of  their supported VVA chapter has not 
kept pace with the coming crisis.  There are VVA members, 
who while recognizing its contributions and importance, are 
worried about its future.  

 
Already problems are cropping up as a result.  At the last 

state council meeting it was discussed that the survival of  the 
accredited claims service officer program in the near term is 
in question and that we need to start considering to which 
organization we should be transferring Power of  Attorney.   

It will also affect the succession of  boards and their 
officers, since increasing it will be difficult to find members 
to step up, especially considering that they may incur the 
legal responsibilities and complications of  closing a chapter, 
its wealth being transferred in most instances to the national 
organization and not locally to an AVVA chapter.

 
There is precedence in changing the membership of  

a veterans organization.  The AMVETS and Korean War 
Veterans Association have changed their membership criteria, 
although KWVA’s is still limited to those who have served 
in Korea.  It may surprise some, but the American Legion 
changed its original membership criteria many years back.  
Originally it was limited to World War I veterans.  

The VFW is an amalgamation or merger of  Spanish 
American War and Phillippine Insurrection organizations 
originally and it opened its criteria to those who served in 
foreign wars during that process.  In fact, its competitor at 
the time was the Grand Army of  the Republic (GAR), a 
Civil War membership organization of  enormous political 
influence in its time.  The GAR is no longer with us, only 
some of  its union halls.  The VFW brought in others during 
a process in which it renamed itself  and survives to this day 
helping our comrades. 

 
The name of  the organization and the issue of  charters 

are administrative steps and not the issue at hand.  There 
is no right answer to this issue.  It is a matter of  individual 
conscience, heart or mind, what have you.  That is why 
council is asking for a vote.  The majority will decide. 

 
The result will be taken to the next state council for a 

decision to be made.  That decision will then be brought 
forward to the national organization for consideration, where 
the spark of  the idea seems to have begun.
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1 

The Service of Medal of Honor Recipient Dr. Mary
Walker, 1864

This text is provided courtesy of the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. 

A graduate of Syracuse Medical College, Mary
Walker served as a doctor during the American 
Civil War and was the only female acting assistant
surgeon in the Union Army. In April 1864, Walker 
was captured by the Confederates in Tennessee 
and was held in the women’s ward at Castle 
Thunder in Richmond, Virginia, as a prisoner of 
war. Following her release in August 1864, 
President Lincoln summoned Walker to 
Washington, DC, to discuss her imprisonment. In 
this letter, written after her meeting with the 
President, Walker outlines her contributions to 
the war force and urges Inspector General James 
Hardie to speak to Lincoln regarding her rank in 
the army: 

I told the President of the risks I 
encountered in being taken prisoner on
purpose and preventing 

Mary Walker to James Hardie, September 23, 1864
(Gilder Lehrman Collection) 

their attacking our army when we were hardly able to act “on the defensive”—that I
found them on general review and learned the fact of such an immediate intention 
& that I so fully followed my instructions what to say about our western army, 
that success crowned our efforts when we were ready, and recently my statements 
to Gen. Grant in relation to their moves if he continued operations around 
Petersburg—to say nothing about the thousand other matters. 

While Walker is frequently referred to as “Major,” there’s no evidence she ever received an
official military rank. Although she continued to serve as a doctor in the army until the end of
the war, the conditions at Castle Thunder left her with partial muscular atrophy that would 
never completely heal and that ended her career as a surgeon. In November 1865, Walker 
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Submitted by Ken Howard, Chapter 415
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