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This is about stories in our Reliving Agent Orange project, in which we’ve 
worked with The Virginian-Pilot newspaper to chronicle the lingering effects of  
Agent Orange four decades after the Vietnam War ended.

We’ve just published a first-of-its-kind analysis in which we found that the odds 
of  having a child born with birth defects were more than a third higher for 
veterans exposed to Agent Orange than for those who weren’t. We came to 
this conclusion using data in the VA’s Agent Orange registry, a repository of  data 
on nearly 669,000 veterans that includes information on their children.

For decades, veterans and families like you have suspected a link between 
exposure to Agent Orange and problems in children. But your calls for research, 
and the recommendations of  federal scientific advisory panels, have fallen on 
deaf  ears. The VA has never before looked at its data trove to see if  there is 
an association between Agent Orange exposure and birth defects, but we 
did.

We tried to get this data under the Freedom of  Information Act but we were 
denied. So instead, we went the route that academic researchers do, obtaining 
approval from an Institutional Review Board (a science approval panel of  sorts) 
for our research plan.

After reviewing our results, one prominent environmental health professor said 
of  the VA, “It’s like a sign that says ‘Dig Here’ and they’re not digging.”

The resulting package of  stories, I hope, is enlightening and heartbreaking.

In our main piece, written by Charlie Ornstein, Mike Hixenbaugh and Hannah 
Fresques, you’ll meet veterans and their children and can read about the VA’s 
long record of  ignoring the questions raised about birth defects in vets’ children. 
You’ll also meet a former Air Force scientist who said that his findings of  an 
association were suppressed in the 1980s by his superiors.

Another story introduces you to Linda Kochmar, a state representative in 
Washington, who had two children after her husband returned from the Vietnam 
War. One lacks sight in an eye. The other died of  cardiomyopathy at age 21. “We 
don’t have this in the family,” she said. “The veterans would all say, ‘You know it’s 
probably Agent Orange.’”
story continues on Page 4

Reliving Agent Orange Project
From ProPublica 

Story on Page 4
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Wreaths Across America 2016 - Lehigh Valley Ceremony
From Art Villafane, VVA Chapter 415
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VA Starts Nationwide Study of  
Vietnam-era Vets
From VVA Web Weekly
The Vietnam Era Health Retrospective Observational Study 
(VE-HEROeS) is a nationwide survey study that will help 
the Department of  Veterans Affairs (VA) understand the 
current health and overall well-being of  Veterans as they 
age. Comparing Vietnam Veterans and Veterans who served 
elsewhere during the Vietnam Era (1961-1975) to similarly 
aged people who never served in the military, we want to 
know if  there are differences in: physical and mental health 
conditions; age-related health conditions; lifestyle, including 
tobacco use and health care use; and health experiences of  
children. This study involves a questionnaire for every study 
participant and medical records review for a smaller group 
of  participants. 

Who can join?  VA researchers will invite approximately 
43,000 Vietnam and Vietnam Era Veterans, including Blue 
Water Navy Veterans and 11,000 similarly aged U.S. residents 
who never served in the military If  you are invited to 
participate in VE-HEROeS, please do so. Your participation 
is voluntary. VVA’s Dr. Tom Berger serves as a member of  
the VE-HEROeS advisory committee.

New Study Could Pressure VA to 
Expand Agent Orange Benefits 
From VVA Web Weekly
As reported November 15 by Charles Ornstein, ProPublica, 
and Mike Hixenbaugh, The Virginian-Pilot, a new study 
has found a close relationship between Agent Orange 
exposure during the Vietnam War and high blood pressure, 
a conclusion that could lead the U.S. Department of  
Veterans Affairs to dramatically expand the number of  
veterans eligible for compensation.  The study, published 
last week by VA researchers in the Journal of  Occupational 
and Environmental Medicine, found a higher rate of  
hypertension among members of  the Army Chemical Corps 
Read moe here: tinyurl.com/zny4e2t.

Agent Orange Town Hall 
Meeting Video 
Our Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting video has been 
completed. It is available for sale to those who are 
interested.

There are two versions.
The 36 minute condensed version is available on DVD for 
$5.
The complete, unedited version is 2 hours and is available 
for $10.
Please contact Art Villafane at 610-400-9322 to place an 
order.
He will have them available at the next few chapter meetings 
for your convenience.

I was recently asked to participate in the Vietnam Veteran 
Oral History project that is being conducted by Penn State 
- Lehigh Valley. Colleen Hauser was also interviewed for the 
project. 

Because I had quite a bit of  original documentation, 
photos and film, I was interviewed again by the in-house 
publication at Penn State for an article about the Oral History 
project. 

My reason for sharing this is not self-serving, I am hoping 
something like this might “inspire” others in the Chapter (or 
folks in other Chapters who might read the article) to find 
ways to tell our stories and help everyone understand the way 
things were 50 years ago. 

I am a firm supporter of  becoming a legacy organization 
so our story is not lost to future generations. I encourage 
others to do the same. Let’s keep our stories - and our history 
as we lived it - alive!

Read more at http://tinyurl.com/zkwtwh3

Vietnam Veteran Oral History 
Project 
From Tom Roney, VVA Chapter 415 

Obituary
We received information  from Robert’s son about the 
passing of  a local Vietnam Veteran. Robert was an At-
Large member of  Vietnam Veterans of  America and lived 
in Catasauqua. 
More information is in the obit with the following link.
http://www.brubakerfuneralhome.com/obituaries/
Robert-S-Zakos-Sr?obId=1287081#/obituaryInfo 
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VA Now Taking Health Benefits 
Applications by Phone
From Military Times
Veterans can now apply for Veterans Affairs health benefits 
over the phone. 
The VA published a final regulation on Monday that allows 
former service members to complete VA health care 
applications by calling 877-222-8387.  
The line is manned by VA employees who walk the veterans 
through the process, including providing them information 
on copayment requirements and third party insurance. 
Previously, VA required veterans to apply in person at a 
VA medical center or submitting a paper application to 
the department. But the system was beset with problems, 
creating a backlog of  847,882 applications that stretched 
back nearly 15 years and included submissions from more 
than 300,000 deceased veterans. 
http://www.militarytimes.com/articles/va-now-taking-
health-benefits-applications-by-phone

Vietnam War: Facts, Stats & 
Myths 
From VVA Weekly

Over the last 18 months we’ve also recorded interviews 
with several vets, their family members and their children. 
We’ve paired these recordings with historical footage and the 
veteran’s or family member’s own pictures to create more 
than a dozen videos that illustrate the passion, the pain and 
the willingness to share this story with others. Please watch 
them here.

Finally, our partners at The Virginian-Pilot have a beautiful 
story written by Joanne Kimberlin about the toll for families 
in their area.

It takes a village to produce a project like this. In 
particular, we wanted to thank you and the more than 
6,000 veterans and family members who’ve shared their 
stories with us over the past 18 months.

So what can you do?

Speak up. Now is the time to write the VA or your members 
of  Congress about these issues. You can share links to our 
stories and our research. If  you do decide to do that (or have 
done that in the past), please let us know.

Are you a member in a Vietnam veteran focused Facebook 
group or other type of  forum? Please share this story far and 
wide. If  you do that, please let us know.

Interesting read for our fellow Vietnam veterans. 
Common Vietnam War Myths Dispelled:
Myth: Common belief  is that most Vietnam veterans 
were drafted.
Fact: 2/3 of  the men who served in Vietnam were 
volunteers. 2/3 of  the men who served in World War 
II were drafted. Approximately 70% of  those killed in 
Vietnam were volunteers.
Myth: The media have reported that suicides among 
Vietnam veterans range from 50,000 to 100,000 – 6 to 
11 times the non-Vietnam veteran population.
Fact: Mortality studies show that 9,000 is a better 
estimate. “The CDC Vietnam Experience Study 
Mortality Assessment showed that during the first 5 
years after discharge, deaths from suicide were 1.7 
times more likely among Vietnam veterans than non-
Vietnam veterans. After that initial post-service period, 
Vietnam veterans were no more likely to die from 
suicide than non-Vietnam veterans. In fact, after the 
5-year post-service period, the rate of  suicides is less 
in the Vietnam veterans’ group.

Credit: Capt. Marshal Hanson, USNR (Ret.) and Capt. 
Scott Beaton, Statistical Source

Read more here: 
www.uswings.com/about-us-wings/vietnam-war-
facts/

continued from Page 1
Reliving Agent Orange Project

Jeanie Powers (R) presents award plaque to Beth Masiano.
“Awarded with gratitude for her help and enthusisam at the 
first fundraiser for the Associates of  Vietnam Veterans of  
America, Chapter 415 - November 2016
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Congress Wants Taxpayers to 
Know How Much They Spend 
on War
From Military Times, By: Leo Shane III
Congress wants every taxpayer to know just how much of  
their money went to wars over the last 15 years. 

Tucked into the annual defense authorization bill — 
expected to become law in coming days — is a provision 
requiring the Defense Secretary and Internal Revenue 
Service Commissioner  to post online all of  the costs, 
“including the relevant legacy costs, to each American 
taxpayer of  each of  the wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
Syria.”

The information will be posted on the IRS web site after 
being compiled with help from the Bureau of  Economic 
Analysis. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., the lawmaker behind the 
effort, said he hopes it spurs conversation among the public 
about the costs of  war. 

“It’s important for people to know how much we’re 
spending on wars,” he told reporters last week. “It’s my 
hope that people will make contact with their elected 
representatives and say we should spend more on peace, less 
on violence and war. 

“We’re spending too much on violence, war and chaos.”

New Law Allows Injured 
Veterans to Recoup Erroneous 
Severance Taxes
From Stars and Stripes By: Travis Tritten
Thousands of  veterans injured in combat could soon be able 
to recoup taxes erroneously collected from their disability 
severance pay due to a new law signed by President Barack 
Obama.

About 13,800 veterans separated from the military due to 
their injuries might have been affected, the nonprofit group 
National Veterans Legal Service Program estimates. Due 
to an accounting error, as much as $78 million in taxes 
deducted over decades from the lump sum payments.

VA National Cemeteries Now 
Offering Pre-need Eligibility 
Determinations
Department of Vetherans Affairs

VA announced today that it now provides eligibility 
determinations for interment in a VA national cemetery 
prior to the time of  need. Through the Pre-Need 
Determination of  Eligibility Program, upon request, 
individuals can learn if  they are eligible for burial or 
memorialization in a VA national cemetery.

“MyVA is about looking at VA from the Veterans’ 
perspective, and then doing everything we can to make 
the Veteran Experience effective and seamless,” said VA 
Secretary Bob McDonald. “This new program reaffirms our 
commitment to providing a lifetime of  benefits and services 
for Veterans and their families.”

Interested individuals may submit VA Form 40-10007, 
Application for Pre-Need Determination of  Eligibility 
for Burial in a VA National Cemetery, and supporting 
documentation, such as a DD Form 214, if  readily available, 
to the VA National Cemetery Scheduling Office by: toll-free 
fax at 1-855-840-8299; email to Eligibility.PreNeed@va.gov; 
or mail to the National Cemetery Scheduling Office, P.O. 
Box 510543, St. Louis, MO 63151.

VA will review applications and provide written notice of  
its determination of  eligibility. VA will save determinations 
and supporting documentation in an electronic information 
system to expedite burial arrangements at the time of  need. 
Because laws and personal circumstances change, upon 
receipt of  a burial request, VA will validate all pre-need 
determinations in accordance with the laws in effect at that 
time
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Saturday, February 11, 2017 
10:00AM - 1:00PM 
CHRIST CHURCH UCC 

75 EAST MARKET STREET 
BETHLEHEM, PA 18018 

 

 

 
 
 
 

   

     

                    

                 

STAND UP BETHLEHEM 
SERVING THOSE IN NEED IN OUR COMMUNITY 

* Free Hot Food 
* Free Clothing and Personal Items 
* Veterans Services Available 
* Free Health Checks     * Free Haircuts 
 

To donate your time, or goods, or for more information, please contact:  
Bob at 484.357.0600 / masherrapp@gmail.com or 
Arnie at 484.294.6436 / arniematos@gmail.com 

(Please drop off all donations to address above prior to 02-11-17)  
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