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     In the August, 2016 Issue of the Fleet Reserve Magazine, it is stated 
that 22 veterans commit suicide each day!  As a result, suicide prevention 
is a priority issue for FRA.  During a recent event at the National Press 
Club, in Washington, D.C., Kim Ruocco of Tragedy Assistance Program 
For Survivors (TAPS) addressed the topic “How Can We Reduce Sui-
cide?”  She noted that veterans are 12 times more likely to die by suicide 
than nonveterans; female veterans are six times more likely to die by sui-
cide than their civilian counterparts; and more lives have been lost to sui-
cide in the past 15 years than the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Ruocco 

also noted that those who unfortunately choose suicide commonly have some kind of unre-
solved conditions, such as a traumatic event.  Family, friends and spouses often want to protect 
the service member, and may hesitate in encouraging them to seek outside counseling!    (The 
full article is on page 10. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     Through 
all the heated exchanges neither candi-
date addressed the issues facing our na-
tion’s veterans such as health-care ac-
cess, claims appeals, and lack of life-
time electronic medical records.  “We 
are glad to see the candidates address 
national security issues,” American Le-
gion National Commander Charles E. 
Schmidt said, “But at the same time we 
need the next Commander-in-Chief to 
address real solutions to our most criti-
cal challenges as a nation.  We’re hope-
ful we will hear those in the upcoming 
debates.” 

A Special Reminder From Ken Rose 
 

     Surveys of Chapter Volunteer Activities were handed out to most Chapter Presidents at 
the last meeting of the Pennsylvania State Council Session.  They have been sent to every 
chapter and were supposed to be completed and sent in by Labor Day.  I am trying to com-
pile information on the VAV’s activities in Pennsylvania and these surveys are important.  
Please complete the surveys and return them to me ASAP.  Any questions my e-mail is  
 

d35cav9thkrose@yahoo.com 
 

          Thank you for your cooperation. 
          Ken Rose 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 September 16, 2016 

 
 

September 16 was national POW/MIA Recognition Day! 
Major Dean A.  Klenda, Weocome Home! 

Senator Johnny Isakson to the VVA  —  “Keep the Pressure on for passage of  S 2921” 
VVA holds press conference, calls for treatment of all veterans for PTSD. 

Proposed Camp LeJeune contaminated water ruling. 
House passes VA Accountability and appeals reform. 

VA to resume sharing of care data. 
VA to start taking benefits application by phone. 

September is National Suicide Awareness Month! 

 

Vietnam’s High Ground:  Armed Struggle  

for the Central Highlands, 1954—1965 

     “Harris has produced a carefully documented and lucidly written study of the 
early years of the Vietnam War in the strategically important central highlands.  He 
expands our understanding of the conflict prior to 1965, a relatively understudied 
subject, and offers a fresh analysis of the 1965 Pleiku campaign, which culminated 
in the famous battles in the la Drang River Valley.  Blending modesty, insightful-
ness and objectivity, Harris pulls no punches and takes no sides.  The result is an 
illuminating good read.  This review was given by Andres J Birtle, author of U.S., 
Army  Counterinsurgency and Contingency Operation Doctrine. 

 

 
Wheels of Time 

Macungie, Pennslvania 
 

     Jeff Biles (helicopter aficionado) ar-
ranged for his Huey to be transported to 
the “Wheels of Time” Car Show.  Many 
people waited in line to take a picture 
sitting there with the 50 cal.  This shot 
was taken at the end of the three-day 
show.  Jeff would like to know if anyone  
in your chapter has any shots of the 
“Sharks” that terrorized the enemy.   
     Funny thing, this editor doesn’t seem 
to recall anyone trying to take his seat 
nearly fifty years ago.  

In the Sepotember 16th Issue….. 
…  TriCare, Pay and  Housing facing Speed Bumps! 
…   Cola Stays Afloat. 
…   Congress Must Act So Veterans Don’t Suffer. 
…   Camp Lejeune Water Contamination. 



A September Song 09/12,27/10 
 
The thin thorns thrust 
Through the scored skin. 
A rubbly stubble 
Growing ever more grey 
Along Time’s arrow’s 
Relentless course. 
A thickening Thicket 
Of entangled threads 
Erases the last vestiges 
Of long gone youth. 
Mamma’s little boy Is there no more 
 
Yet young in years 
Of learning, 
In becoming 
A man in full. 
Am I more a Mensch 
Than any of my many 
Longfathers striving 
To live in 
Their different worlds? 
 
Neither atheling nor thane. 
No fanfare for 
These common men 
From out of forgotten 
Wordlost ways 
And wave covered 
Concealed Neolithic lands. 
When the North Sea 
Was sized less, 
Lying more north, 
The Thames held hands 
With the Rhine, 
Dover’s cliffs unriven, 
And Dogger was dry. 
From shifting sandy Shallows 
Of Frisian shores 
To the Firth of Forth 
They followed the fallow deer 
Through Forest and fen 
 
More knowledge have I, 
But debatable discernment, 
Wisdom in doubt, 
And quite possible 
More the fool 
 
    Gerald Alan Ney 

  Quarter Midget Racing in Walnutport, Pennsylvania 
        The racers celebrated “Military Appreciation Night.”  Prior to the competition, 
flags representing each branch of the service were presented by the racers.  Several laps 
around the circuit proved inspirational to the veterans in attendance.  After the tribute, 
the National Anthem was beautifully rendered; there was no reported kneeling in the 
track! 

(Kenilworth, New Jersey) 
 

Vietnam Veterans Speak About Effects of Agent Orange 

 

     The New Jersey State Council of Vietnam Veterans of Ameri-
ca met on Sunday, September 18 at Kenilworth Veterans Cen-
ter to raise awareness about the long-lasting impact of toxic 
exposure.  The focus was on the effects that chemicals have 
had on veterans’ offspring and the illnesses  and defects that 
many have endured.  This was the sixth meeting held concen-
trating on this topic.  The presentation was called “The Faces 
of Agent Orange and Our Toxicity Legacy.”  The panel was 
composed of several knowledgeables, including Paul Sutton 
and Mike Eckstein. The panel discussion was followed up with 
a question-answer session. 



LVMAC’s Forward Observer 
Regulation on Camp Lejeune’s Contaminated Drinking Water Presumptive Conditions Under Review! 

 

The VA announced it has published proposed regulations to establish presumptions for the service connection of 
eight diseases affecting military members (and others) exposed to contaminants in the water supply at Camp Lejeu-
ne, North Carolina. 
     Last December, Secretary MacDonald acknowledged the link between exposure to certain chemicals found in 
the water supply at Camp Lejuene and later development of one of the proposed presumptive conditions.  Howev-
er, it believes there is “. . . No scientific underpinning to support a specific minimum exposure level for any of the 
conditions.  Therefore, VA welcomes comments on the 30 day minimum exposure requirement and will consider 
other practical alternatives when drafting the final rule.”  Apparently the thirty day rule is a contentious issue —  
the idea of a blanket presumption being problematic for them.  The following statement appears to confirm that 
suspicion:  “VA also notes that the proposed 30 day requirement serves to establish eligibility for service connec-
tion on a presumptive basis; nothing in this proposed regulation prohibits consideration of service connection on a 
non-presumptive basis.” 
 

The period for public comment ends on 10 October 2016.  Maybe by next year we will have the regulation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inside the October 3rd Issue: 
 
…   Miller applauds House passage of veterans bills that force the VA  
        to use common sense. 
…   How America’s highest-tanking woman defied the odds. 
…   VA chief sees Congress letting politics slowing veterans reforms. 
…   Veterans denied millions in benefits by the VA 
…   The importance of a weekly plan to reduce spending. 
 
 

Memorandum 
From Jeff White, State Membership Chair 

 
The Department of Veterans Affairs launched the 
Vietnam Era health Retrospective Observational 
Study (VE-HEROeS), a national study on the 
health and well being of Vietnam Veterans, includ-
ing Blue Water Navy Veterans, as well as Veterans 
who serviced elsewhere during the Vietnam Era 
(1961—1975), and similarly aged US residents who 
never served in the military. 
     Beginning this fall, VA will invite approximate-
ly 43,000 Vietnam and Vietnam Era Veterans, and 
approximately 11,000 members of the general U.S. 
population to participate in VE-HEROeS.  Re-
searchers have scientifically selected a random 
sample of individuals for participation, and are not 
able to accept volunteers.  VA encourages all those 
who are invited to fully participate in the study.  All 
participants in VE-HEROes will be asked to fill out 
a questionnaire on their military service, general 
health, age-related conditions, health care use, and 
the health experiences of their children and grand-
children.  A smaller group will be invited to agree 
to a medical records review.  Topics of special fo-
cus for the study include cognition, hepatitis C in-
fection and neurologic conditions 
Www.publichealth.va.gov/epidermiology/studies/

heroes/index.asp 

 


