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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
Monthly chapter meeting: First
 Thursday of  the month
April 22, 2016 - US Navy Band and 
Chorus, tix available Mar 7, free admis-
sion, more info to come.

Banko Meeting Facility Has Moved

As tax-filing season begins, Veterans should be aware of  people contacting 
them who claim to be from the Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury. 

These IRS tax impersonators have been using phone calls and emails to take 
millions of  dollars from taxpayers in every state in the country. The callers tell 
intended victims they owe taxes and must pay using a pre-paid debit card, money 
order or a wire transfer. The scammers threaten those who refuse to pay with 
being charged for a criminal violation, a grand jury indictment, immediate arrest, 
deportation or loss of  a business or driver’s license.

Read the entire story here.

Veterans Should Remain on High Alert for IRS 
Impersonators
Originally posted Department of Veterans Affairs Website
Submitted by Ken Howard, VVA 415

The address for the new meeting room for Chapter 415 is:
Lehigh Valley Hospital - Muhlenberg
2545 Schoenersville Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18017
To find the mew meeting room go through the main entrance and immediately 
turn left and go to the far room.

In 2014, after 10 years of  rapid growth, the Wounded Warrior Project flew its 
roughly 500 employees to Colorado Springs for an “all hands” meeting at the 
five-star Broadmoor hotel.

They were celebrating their biggest year yet: $225 million raised and a work force 
that had nearly doubled. On the opening night, before three days of  strategy 
sessions and team-building field trips, the staff  gathered in the hotel courtyard. 
Suddenly, a spotlight focused on a 10-story bell tower where the chief  executive, 
Steven Nardizzi, stepped off  the edge and rappelled toward the cheering crowd.
That evening is emblematic of  the polished and well-financed image cultivated 
by the Wounded Warrior Project, the country’s largest and fastest-growing 
veterans charity.

Read the entire story here.

Wounded Warrior Project Spends Lavishly on 
Itself, Insiders Say
From the New York Times
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Army Captain Awarded Medal of  Honor 
Posthumously From War History Online 
Website
Submitted by Ken Howard

LVMAC News — Need Help in 
Finding Veterans to Invade Allentown 
School District
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski, VVA 415

Robin Carmody, our Chair of  the Veterans Reading 
Brigade, is calling for veterans to step forward and volunteer 
to read to elementary school students during school hours 
and/or after-school programs in the Allentown School 
District (We can use volunteers for other school districts as 
well.). This is a golden opportunity to show the public spirit 
of  real veterans, while allowing children an opportunity to 
learn from us, to understand the responsibilities and sacrifices 
sometimes necessary of  a good citizen, and to give them 
insights towards developing a proper appreciation of  our 
importance to the American way of  life.  All done through 
the simple tool of  reading a prescribed book provided.  If  
one can read and is a veteran, this is about as simple a way as 
there is to perform a genuinely good, community service.

Read the story here.

There is an informative article on “No veteran dies alone” 
in the following newsletter. Please take a few moments to 
check it out.
http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21-534-ARE.pdf

No Veteran Dies Alone
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA 415 Member

Homeless Veterans Number 
Decreased Only Slightly Last Year
From militarytimes.com

Government-wide efforts to help homeless veterans 
pulled about 2,000 individuals off  the streets from 2014 to 
2015, according to new estimates released this week by the 
Department of  Housing and Urban Development.

White House officials spun that statistic as continuing a 
five-year decline in homeless veterans numbers, proof  that 
they’re making progress on the problem. President Obama 
this week praised government efforts as helping “tens of  
thousands of  our veterans get off  the streets.”

The complete article can be read here:
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/veterans/2015/11/13/
homeless-veterans-small-drop-2014/75699944/

Captain Humbert Roque “Rocky” Versace (July 2, 1937 – 
September 26, 1965) was a United States Army officer of  
Puerto Rican-Italian descent who was awarded the United 
States’ highest military decoration—the Medal of  Honor—
for his heroic actions while a prisoner of  war (POW) during 
the Vietnam War. 

He was the first member of  the U.S. Army to be awarded the 
Medal of  Honor for actions performed in Southeast Asia 
while in captivity.
Read the story here.

Interesting Stuff  
Trivia to Amuse and Entertain

• The British once went to war over a sailor’s ear. 
It happened in 1739, when Britain launched 
hostilities against Spain because a Spanish officer 
had supposedly sliced off  the ear of  a ship’s captain 
named Robert Jenkins.

• Both writer Edgar Allen Poe and LSD advocate 
Timothy Leary were kicked out of  West Point.

• The foot is 12 inches long because the arm of  King 
Henry I of  England measured 36 inches, and he 
decreed the standard foot should be 1/3 of  that 
measurement.

• The penguin is the only bird who can swim, but not 
fly.

• A company in Taiwan makes dinnerware out of  
wheat, so you can eat your plate.

• The number of  players fielded by each college team 
was reduced to 20 in 1873. It was reduced to 15 in 
1876 and then to the current 11 in 1880.

• The duffel bag gets its name from the town of  
Duffel, Belgium, where the cloth used in the bags was 
originally sold.

Bushkill Inn & Conference Center, Pennsylvania, Come and 
enjoy a retreat open only to our female veterans. March 18—
March 20, 2016 be our guest in lovely Bushkill, Pennsylvania 
for a weekend getaway which will include: 
Information from Veterans Affairs Wilkes-Barre VA 
Professionals OEF/OIF Representatives Women Veterans 
Liaison Relaxing Activities Spa Treatments 
If  you are interested in attending, you needn’t worry about 
cost.  This is being offered at no cost to our women Veterans.  
This event is funded by donations each year.  If  you, your 
Post, or your Auxiliary would like to donate to help fund 
this event please contact the Department of  Pennsylvania 
Headquarters or the Department Women Veterans 
Chairwoman: Terri Reeser, Post 9264, Commander Terri.
reeser@Yahoo.com

2016 Women Veterans Retreat 
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TRICARE Coverage Update 
Submitted by Ron Titus, VVA Member

TRICARE covers most care that is medically necessary 
and considered proven. There are special rules and limitations 
for certain types of  care, and some types of  care are not 
covered at all. TRICARE policies are very specific about 
which services are covered and which are not. It is in your 
best interest to take an active role in verifying your coverage.

To verify coverage, visit www.tricare.mil/coveredservices 
or call your regional contractor.

COUPS FOR TROUPS needs coupons at each monthly 
meeting. Marked box will be on sign-in table.

• Please, cut each coupon as small as possible, saving 
the UPC bar code, as to save money at the post office.

• Make sure coupons have the words 
MANUFACTURE’S COUPON with the 
EXPIRATION DATE on them.

• When you hand the coupons in on Thursdays, 
MAKE SURE THE EXPIRATION DATES ARE 
NOT MORE THAN ONE MONTH OLD.

• If  not, they need to tossed.
THANK YOU!

Coupons For Troops
Submitted by Bob Adams, VVA 415 Member

Presidential Candidates Voice Support 
for S.901 and H.R.1769, The Toxic 
Exposure Research Act
From Vietnam Veterans of America

“All five presidential candidates who responded to 
questions posed by Vietnam Veterans of  America voiced 
their support for the enactment of  VVA’s top legislative 
priority, the Toxic Exposure Research Act S.901 and H.R. 
1769” said John Rowan, VVA National President.

 Former Governor and Republican candidate Jeb Bush 
stated, “Military families serve, too. I don’t think anyone 
objects to studying the generational effects of  noxious 
chemicals.”

Pledging her support for the enactment of  the Toxic 
Exposure Research Act, Hillary Clinton wrote: As President, 
I will dedicate research funding and promote collaborative 
efforts to facilitate the development and expansion of  
evidence-based diagnostic tools and treatment for these 
conditions.

You can read the entire press release here.

Legislation to Reduce Wait Time for 
VA Appeals
From VVA Web Weekly

A bipartisan group of  senators is offering legislation 
aimed at cutting down the amount of  time it takes for the 
Department of  Veterans Affairs (VA) to handle a disability 
claim. Sens. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska), Bob Casey (D-Pa.), 
Dean Heller (R-Nev.) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.) have 
introduced legislation to create a five-year pilot program that 
would serve as a voluntary alternative to the VA’s current 
appeals process for disability claims.

The entire press release can be read here.

Vet Needs Help

Exposure to Contaminated Drinking 
Water at Camp Lejeune
From Department of Veterans Affairs

In the early 1980s at the Marine Corps Base in Lejeune, 
NC, it was discovered that two on-base water-supply 
systems were contaminated with the volatile organic 
compounds trichloroethylene (TCE), a metal degreaser, and 
perchloroethylene (PCE), a dry cleaning agent. Benzene, 
vinyl chloride, and other compounds were also found to be 
contaminating the water-supply systems. The water systems 
were contaminated from August 1953 through December 
1987.

There is limited and suggestive evidence of  an 
association between certain diseases and the chemical 
compounds found at Camp Lejeune during the period of  
contamination. VA will consider disability compensation 
claims based on exposure to the contaminated water at 
Camp Lejeune on a case-by-case basis.

Read the entire story here.

We have a Vietnam Era former Marine who’s house has 
so many maintenance issues he needs to move out if  they 
don’t get fixed. He is so poor he can’t afford to leave or fix it. 
I launched a project tonight “Sam Stays”. 

Trying to recruit community volunteers to do some of  
the work. Vet lives down street from Paul’s House. Our 
project lead is Rich Hoffman. His number is (570)268-4180 
VALOR is putting up first $1000 of  materials. We are going 
to need more help. 

Please talk with Rich about what he needs and volunteer 
or ask your organization to chip in.
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Stand Downs
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA 415 Member
Dear Chapter 415
Arnold  Matos (Director of  El Shaddai Ministries) asked 
me to personally thank Chapter 415 for our kindness and 
generosity in our outreach with the homeless and needy.  
Chapter 415 has given unselfishly in 2015.  Chapter 415 
members worked the grill the entire day (one day it was 6 
degrees and some of  the water bottles froze), helped to 
process with clothing and almost everyone served food to 
hundreds of  homeless, both veterans and civilians.  This past 
week at the Charter School in Allentown, our committee 
prepared meals for 6-700 people for H.O.P.E.  That could 
very well put an exclamation point on the year 2015!  

I’m delighted to report that every penny we received and 
all of  our donations went back into helping veterans and 
the needy.  Joanie Miller knit scarves and Rusty’s daughter 
organized a “Can-Drive” in her school for the Stand Down.   
My next door neighbor brought six pots of  home-made 
soup......and more is on the way in 2016.  

For your long range planning, El Shaddai has a scheduling 
conflict in January so the following dates have been set for 
2016.
February 13, April 9, June 11, August 13, October 15

VA Sets Date to Commemorate 50th 
Anniversary of  the Vietnam War
Reprinted from VVA Web Weekly

“Our Nation’s Vietnam War Commemoration is a long-
overdue opportunity for all Americans to recognize, honor, 
and thank our Vietnam veterans and their families for their 
service and sacrifices during one of  America�s longest wars. 
VA Central Office, along with nearly 9,000 organizations 
across the country, has joined with the Department of  
Defense as a commemorative partner to honor our Nation’s 
Vietnam veterans. I have designated March 29, 2016, as a day 
for our Department to express our tremendous gratitude and 
support to this generation of  Americans through ceremonies 
across the Nation.”

Secretary of  Veterans Affairs Robert McDonald

Making Headway on PTSD
Reprinted from VVA Web Weekly

According to a December 13 Stars and Stripes article 
by Dianna Cahn, before he launched into his lecture on the 
long-term consequences of  “the blast,” Alan Peterson, a 
clinical psychologist, took a moment to pay tribute to his 
subjects�and to get his audience’s attention. “This time 
of  year, keep in mind, we have a lot of  people who are 
deployed,” said Peterson, who is the behavioral medicine 
chief  at the medical school of  the University of  Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio. Read more here.
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 2016 Itinerary for Quang Nam, Vietnam (10 days) 
 

 
Day 1 – Thursday 
September 1, 2016 
 
Departure 

 
• Suggested departure for North American volunteers 

 

 
Day 2 – Friday 
September 2, 2016 
 
Travel Day 

 
• Travel day 

 

 
Day 3 – Saturday 
September 3, 2016 
 
Arrival 

 
• Arrival in Da Nang 
• Free time 
• Dinner 
• Overnight in Da Nang 

 
Days 4 –Sunday 
September 4, 2016 
 
Welcome and Orientation 

 
• Free time in the morning 
• Travel to Quang Nam in the afternoon 
• Orientation and welcome dinner 

 
 
Day 5-8 –  
Monday-Friday 
September 5-9, 2016 
 
Typical work days 
 

 
• Breakfast served before traveling to worksite 
• Work from 8am-5pm with lunch on site 
• Free time after work to clean up 
• Dinner 
• Time for team activities 

 
 
Day 9–  
Saturday  
 
Free days 

 
• Free day for cultural activities or sight seeing 
• Travel back to Da Nang 
• Overnight in Da Nang 

 
Day 10- Sunday 
 
Departure 
 

• Depart for home or continue your travels in SE Asia  

 

 
Note: The arrival and departure days may vary based on each volunteer’s flight schedule. Your GV trip cost includes donations to 
Habitat for Humanity Vietnam and Habitat for Humanity International; meals; accommodations; transport, excluding airfare; 
cultural activities; health, accident, and emergency evacuation insurance; and team coordination from HFHI and the host program. 

The trip cost does not include airfare, R&R activities, and visa and exit fees (where applicable). All R&R arrangements should be 
made independently by the team and directly with tour operators. 

Team members arriving earlier or staying later than this itinerary are responsible for their own transport, hotel arrangements, and 
payments. 

Tom Roney has identified the Habitat for Humanity Build Trip he will be doing this year and 
would like to share some information with the membership
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• Feb 01 1945 – WW2: U.S. Rangers and Filipino guerrillas 
rescue 513 American survivors of  the Bataan Death 
March.

• Feb 01 1968 – Vietnam: U.S. troops drive the North 
Vietnamese out of  Tan Son Nhut airport in Saigon.

• Feb 01 1968 – Vietnam: The execution of  Viet Cong 
officer Nguyen Van Lem by South Vietnamese National 
Police Chief  Nguyen Ngoc Loan is videotaped and 
photographed by Eddie Adams. This image helped build 
opposition to the Vietnam War.

• Feb 02 1943 – WW2: The last German 
forces surrender to the Soviets after the 
Battle of  Stalingrad. Casualties and losses: 
Ger 850,000 - USSR 1,129,619

• Feb 02 1989 – Soviet war in Afghanistan: 
The last Soviet armored column leaves 
Kabul.

• Feb 03 1944 – WW2: Beginning of  the 
German Army offensive against the Anzio 
bridgehead in Italy.

• Feb 03 1945 – WW2: As part of  Operation Thunderclap, 
1000 B–17’s of  the Eighth Air Force bomb Berlin.

• Feb 04 1941 – WW2: The United Service Organization 
(USO) is created to entertain American troops.Feb 05 
1945 – WW2: General Douglas MacArthur returns to 
Manila.

• Feb 05 1968 – Vietnam: Battle of  Khe Sanh begins.
• Feb 07 1968 – Vietnam: North Vietnamese use 11 

Soviet–built light tanks to overrun the U.S. Special Forces 
camp at Lang Vei at the end of  an 18–hour long siege. 
Casualties and losses: NVA 310 - US/ARVN/KOL 534.

• Feb 08 1971 – Vietnam: South Vietnamese ground 
forces, backed by American air power, begin Operation 
Lam Son 719, a 17,000 man incursion into Laos that 
ends three weeks later in a disaster. Casualties and losses: 
ARVN/US/KOL 22,121 - NVA/PLO 8339

• Feb 09 1943 – WW2: Allied authorities declare 
Guadalcanal secure after Imperial Japan evacuates its 
remaining forces from the island, ending the Battle of  
Guadalcanal. Casualties and losses: Allies 7104 - JP 
32,000

• Feb 09 1965 – Vietnam: The first United States combat 
troops are sent to South Vietnam.

• Feb 11 1973 – Vietnam: First release of  American 
prisoners of  war from Vietnam takes place.

• Feb 13 1971 – Vietnam: Backed by American air and 
artillery support, South Vietnamese troops invade Laos.

• Feb 15 1989 - Soviet Union invasion of  Afghanistan: The 
Soviet Union officially announces that all of  its troops 
have left Afghanistan.

Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 29 February
(A sample of the significant events in U.S. Military History)

• Feb 16 1945 – WW2: American troops landed on the 
island of  Corregidor in the Philippines.

• Feb 16 2006 - The last Mobile Army Surgical Hospital 
(MASH) is decommissioned by the United States Army.

• Feb 19 1942 – WW2: President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signs the executive order 9066, allowing the United States 
military to relocate Japanese–Americans to Japanese 
internment camps.

• Feb 19 1943 – WW2: German troops of  the Afrika 
Korps break through the Kasserine Pass, 
defeating U.S. forces. U.S. troops retake the 
pass 5 days later. Casualties and losses: US 
6,500 Axis 2,000.
• Feb 19 1945 – WW2: Battle of  Iwo 
Jima (Operation Detachment) – about 
30,000 United States Marines land on Iwo 
Jima commencing a battle that lasts 35 
days. Casualties and losses: US 26,038 - JP 
22,060.
• Feb 20 1944 – WW2: The ‘Big 

Week’ began with American bomber raids on German 
aircraft manufacturing centers. - CSA 946.

• Feb 21 1916 – WW I: In France, the Battle of  Verdun 
begins.

• Feb 22 1836 – Mexican General Antonio Lopez de 
Santa Anna began his 13 day siege of  the Alamo Spanish 
mission in San Antonio, Texas.

• Feb 22 1973 – Cold War: Following President Richard 
Nixon’s visit to the People’s Republic of  China, the two 
countries agree to establish liaison offices.

• Feb 22 1984 – Britain and the U.S. send warships to the 
Persian Gulf  following an Iranian offensive against Iraq.

• Feb 23 1903 – Cuba leases Guantánamo Bay to the 
United States ‘in perpetuity’.

• Feb 23 1942 – WW2: A Japanese submarine surfaced 
off  the coast of  California, shelling the coastline near 
the town of  Ellwood. The first Axis explosives to hit 
American soil.

• Feb 23 1945 – WW2: During the Battle of  Iwo Jima, 
a group of  Marines and a commonly forgotten U.S. 
Navy Corpsman, reach the top of  Mt. Suribachi and 
are photographed raising the American flag. The photo 
would later win a Pulitzer Prize and become the model 
for the national USMC War Memorial.

• Feb 23 1967 – Vietnam: U.S. troops begin the largest 
offensive of  the war, near the Cambodian border.

• Feb 24 1968 – Vietnam War: The Tet Offensive is halted; 
South Vietnam recaptures Hué.

• Feb 27 1991 – Gulf  War: U.S. President George H. W. 
Bush announces that “Kuwait is liberated”.


