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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
Monthly chapter meeting: First 
Thursday of  the month.
June 10 Stand Down - Christ Church 
75 E. Market St.
June 10 Macungie Veterans Memorial 
Re-Dedication, Macungie VFW 286 
Lehigh St.
June 11 Vettes for Vets - Blue Valley 
Farm Show Complex
June 14-19 Traveling Wall Plainfield 
Township
August 12-13 NorthEastern PA 
Airshow at Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport

PBS Documentary on Vietnam War
From PBS and Ken Howard, VVA

Get an advance look at the film coming to PBS in September; featuring 
interviews with filmmakers, behind-the-scenes footage and exclusive clips from the 
series.

About the Film
Premieres Sunday September 17, 2017 at 8/7c.
In an immersive narrative, Ken Burns and Lynn Novick tell the epic story 

of  the Vietnam War as it has never before been told on film. The Vietnam War 
features testimony from nearly 80 witnesses, including many Americans who fought 
in the war and others who opposed it, as well as Vietnamese combatants and 
civilians from both the winning and losing sides.

PBS Preview 1: http://tinyurl.com/yctr4tec

The Vietnam War
Find out about the creation of  the upcoming series from Ken Burns and Lynn 

Novick, coming to PBS this fall - Sunday, September 17, 2017. #VietnamWarPBS 
PBS Preview 2: http://tinyurl.com/yctr4tec

Reading Brigade

Photo Credit: Richard Sam, VVA 415
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Attended the Easton Area HS “Senior Class Tribute” 
to Veterans today. May 25th.    Pictured are Principal 
Kyle Geiger, Mr. Michael Koch; Joe Pokojni (Ma-
rine) and Marine Corps League laying the wreath.  
The EAHS Band played Taps and a student gave a 
speech about the history of Memorial Day

Easton Area High School Memorial Day 2017

Photo Credit: George Puzio, VVA 415
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Photo Credit: George Puzio, VVA 415

Shafer Elementary School Memorial Day 2017

Steel Stacks Memorial Day 2017
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VA Fixes Veterans Crisis Line
from VVA WebWeekly

On March 21, the VA released the following state-
ment in response to the recently released VA Office of  
Inspector General report that reviewed processes from 
June 6 through December 15, 2016, of  the Veterans 
Crisis Line (VCL):
 
The VA is proud to announce that the challenges with 
the VCL have been resolved. Prior to the opening of  
our new Atlanta call center, our call roll-over rate often 
exceeded 30 percent. Our current call roll over rate is 
less than 1 percent, with over 99percent of  all calls be-
ing answered by the VCL.
 
To reach a trained VA professional who is specially 
trained to attend to emotional crises for Veterans and 
Service members: 
• Dial the National Suicide Prevention Hotline num-

ber, 1-800-273-TALK (8255). Veterans should 
choose option 1 to reach a VCL Responder;

• Text 838255 and a VCL responder will text back.

President’s New Office of  
Innovation to Help Vets
from VVA WebWeekly
According to a March 27 article by Circa News’ Raffi 
Wiliams posted on the WJLA website, the Department 
of  Veterans Affairs seems to always be in the news, and 
for all the wrong reasons: long lines, red tape, and poor 
service. Now President Trump wants to fix the bureau-
cracy at the VA and other government agencies with the 
new White House Office of  American Innovation. 
Read rest of  article here.

VA and GAO Agree:  Claims 
Appeal Process Needs Overhaul 
from VVA WebWeekly
In response to a report by the Government Account-
ability Office’s, “VA Disability Benefits: Additional Plan-
ning Would Enhance Efforts to Improve the Timeliness 
of  Appeals Decisions,” the VA released the following 
statement: “Veterans are waiting far too long for deci-
sions in our current appeals process,” said Secretary of  
Veterans Affairs Dr. David J. Shulkin. “We have made 
bold changes to remove the bureaucratic red tape that 
has caused Veterans to wait an average of  three years 
before they get a decision.” 
Rest rest of  article here.

National Parks Senior Pass 
from Ken Howard, VVA

With President Obama having signed the National 
Park Service Centennial Act into law, the price of a 
senior pass to the national parks, good for your life-
time, will soon jump to $80. If you’re 62 or older and 
don’t yet have your pass, buy it now before the price 
increases.

“I can tell you that it is not immediately,” Tom Cros-
son, the National Park Service’s chief spokesman, said 
Monday when asked how soon the new price might 
take effect.
Read entire article here.

Trump Extends Troubled VA 
Program That Pays Private 
Doctors
from Ken Howard, VVA

It’s a fix that hasn’t fixed much, but the troubled Veter-
ans Choice program has been extended anyway.

On Wednesday, President Donald Trump signed a bill 
extending the program intended to speed veterans’ 
access to health care beyond its original August end 
point.

Veterans Choice is a $10 billion response to the 2014 
scandal in which Veterans Affairs health facilities 
altered records to hide months-long waits for care in 
Phoenix and elsewhere. The Choice program pays 
for private-sector health care for veterans and was 
set to expire in August, but the VA and some of the 
program’s harshest critics in Congress have agreed to 
extend it, with a few changes, until January. They said 
that will give the VA time to propose a more compre-
hensive package of reforms — fixes for the fix.
Read entire article here.
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Army soldier in Iraq with his tiny ‘plot’ of  grass in front of  
his tent. It’s heartwarming!  Here is a soldier in Iraq, stationed 
in a big sand box.
 
He asked his wife to send him dirt (U.S. soil), fertilizer, and 
some grass seed so that he can have the sweet aroma, and 
feel the grass grow beneath his feet.  When the men of  the 
squadron have a mission that they are going on, they take 
turns walking through the grass and the American soil -- to 
bring them good luck.
 
Of  all the things he could have asked his wife to send to him 
from home...........he asked for American soil.  WOW.

submitted by Jeanie Powers, AVVA

Medicaid Expansion Drives 
Drop in Uninsured Vets
from VVA WebWeekly

According to an April 20 Modern Healthcare article 
by Maria Castellucci, the number of uninsured vet-
erans in the U.S. declined by nearly 40 percent from 
2013 to 2015, but that number could drop even more 
if more states opt to expand Medicaid, according to a 
new report.
Read entire article here.

Horseman Rides Across U.S. 
to Bring Attention to Agent 
Orange
from Morning Call

Santa Clarita, California (AP) — The two things Colt 
Romberger and his father had most in common, the 
ones that made them best friends as well as father and 
son, were a deep affection for horses and an equally 
deep pride in having served their country in times of 
war. 

So when Cliff Romberger, a Vietnam War veteran and 
onetime wrangler of horses on Hollywood film sets, 
died in 2015 of a brain disease doctors attributed to 
his exposure to the chemical defoliant Agent Orange, 
his son knew there was but one way to honor him: He 
would saddle up his horse and ride it from the Pacific 
Ocean to the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington. 

Agent Orange Town Hall 
Meeting Video 
Our Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting video has been com-
pleted. It is available for sale to those who are interested.

There are two versions.
The 36 minute condensed version is available on DVD for 
$5.
The complete, unedited version is 2 hours and is available for 
$10.
Please contact Art Villafane at 610-400-9322 to place an 
order.
He will have them available at the next few chapter meetings 
for your convenience.
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As the Story Goes...
From Tom Roney, VVA

Senior Discounts Available
From Jolen Roseberry

A guy is driv-
ing around the 
backwoods of 
Montana and 
he sees a sign 
in front of a 
broken down 
shanty-style 
house: ‘Talking 
Dog For  Sale’
He rings the  
bell and the 
owner appears 
and tells him 
the dog is in the 

backyard. The guy goes into the backyard and sees a 
nice looking Labrador Retriever sitting  there.
‘You talk?’ he  asks.
‘Yep,’ the Lab  replies.
After the guy recovers from the shock of hearing a 
dog talk, he says ‘So, what’s your story?’
The Lab looks up  and says, ‘Well, I discovered that I 
could talk when I was pretty young. I wanted to help 
the government, so... I told the CIA.
In no time at all they had me jetting from country to 
country, sitting in rooms with spies and world leaders, 
because no one figured a dog would be eavesdrop-
ping.’ ‘I was one of  their most valuable spies for eight 
years running... But the jetting  around really tired 
me out, and I knew I wasn’t getting any younger so I  
decided to settle down. I signed up for a job at the air-
port to do some undercover security, wandering near 
suspicious characters and listening in. I uncovered 
some incredible dealings and was awarded a batch 
of medals.’I got married,  had a mess of puppies, and 
now I’m just retired.’
The guy is  amazed. He goes back in and asks the 
owner what he wants for the dog. 
‘Ten dollars,’  the guy says.
‘Ten dollars?  This dog is amazing! Why on earth are 
you selling him so cheap?’
‘Because he’s a Bullshitter. He’s never been out of the 
yard’

REMEMBER - You gotta’ ask for the discount!!

RESTAURANTS:
Applebee’s: 15% off with Golden Apple Card (60+)
Arby’s: 10% off (55+)
Ben & Jerry’s: 10% off (60+)
Bennigan’s: discount varies by location (60+)
Bob’s Big Boy: discount varies by location (60+)
Boston Market: 10% off (65+)
Burger King: 10% off (60+)
Chick-Fil-A: 10% off or free small drink or coffee (55+)
Chili’s: 10% off (55+)
CiCi’s Pizza: 10% off (60+)
Denny’s: 10% off, 20% off for AARP members (55+)
Dunkin’ Donuts: 10% off or free coffee (55+)
Einstein’s Bagels: 10% off baker’s dozen of bagels (60+)
Fuddrucker’s: 10% off any senior platter (55+)
Gatti’s Pizza: 10% off (60+)
Golden Corral: 10% off (60+)
Hardee’s: $0.33 beverages everyday (65+)
IHOP: 10% off (55+)
Jack in the Box: up to 20% off (55+)
KFC: free small drink with any meal (55+)
Krispy Kreme: 10% off (50+) 
Long John Silver’s: various discounts at locations (55+)
McDonald’s: discounts on coffee everyday (55+)
Mrs. Fields: 10% off at participating locations (60+)
Shoney’s: 10% off Sonic: 10% off or free beverage (60+)
Steak ‘n Shake: 10% off every Monday & Tuesday (50+)
Subway: 10% off (60+)
Sweet Tomatoes: 10% off (62+)
Taco Bell: 5% off; free beverages for seniors (65+)
TCBY: 10% off (55+)
Tea Room Cafe: 10% off (50+)
Village Inn: 10% off (60+)
Waffle House: 10% off every Monday (60+)
Wendy’s: 10% off (55+)
White Castle: 10% off (62+) 

RETAIL & APPAREL:
Banana Republic: 10% off (50+)
Bealls: 20% off first Tuesday of each month (50+)
Belk’s: 15% off first Tuesday of every month (55+)
Big Lots: 10% off
Bon-Ton Department Stores: 15% off on senior discount 
days (55+)
C.J. Banks: 10% off every Wednesday (60+)
Clarks: 10% off (62+)
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Dress Barn: 10% off (55+)
Goodwill: 10% off one day a week (date varies by location)
Hallmark: 10% off one day a week (date varies by location)
Kmart: 20% off (50+)
Kohl’s: 15% off (60+)
Modell’s Sporting Goods: 10% off
Rite Aid: 10% off on Tuesdays & 10% off prescriptions
Ross Stores: 10% off every Tuesday (55+)
The Salvation Army Thrift Stores: up to 50% off (55+)
Stein Mart: 20% off red dot/clearance items first Monday 
of every month (55+)

GROCERY:
Albertson’s: 10% off first Wednesday of each month (55+)
American Discount Stores: 10% off every Monday (50+)
Compare Foods Supermarket: 10% off every Wed. (60+)
DeCicco Family Markets: 5% off every Wednesday (60+)
Food Lion: 6% off every Monday (60+)
Fry’s Supermarket: free Fry’s VIP Club Membership & 
10% off every Monday (55+)
Great Valu Food Store: 5% off every Tuesday (60+)
Gristedes Supermarket: 10% off every Tuesday (60+)
Harris Teeter: 5% off every Tuesday (60+)
Hy-Vee: 5% off one day a week (date varies by location)
Kroger: 10% off (date varies by location) 
Morton Williams Supermarket: 5% off every Tues. (60+)
The Plant Shed: 10% off every Tuesday (50+)
Publix: 5% off every Wednesday (55+)
Rogers Marketplace: 5% off every Thursday (60+)
Uncle Guiseppe’s Marketplace: 5% off (62+)

TRAVEL:
Airlines:
Alaska Airlines: 10% off (65+)
American Airlines: various discounts for 65 and up (call 
before booking for discount)
Southwest Airlines: various discounts for ages 65 and up 
(call before booking for discount)
United Airlines: various discounts for ages 65 and up (call 
before booking for discount)
U.S. Airways: various discounts for ages 65 and up (call 
before booking for discount)
Rail:
Amtrak: 15% off (62+)
Bus:
Greyhound: 5% off (62+)
Trailways Transportation System: various discounts for 
ages 50+
Car Rental:
Alamo Car Rental: up to 25% off for AARP members

Avis: up to 25% off for AARP members Best Western: 10% 
off (55+)
Budget Rental Cars: 10% off; up to 20% off for AARP 
members (50+)
Dollar Rent-A-Car: 10% off (50+)
Enterprise Rent-A-Car: 5% off for AARP members
Hertz: up to 25% off for AARP members
Holiday Inn: 10%-30% off depending on location (62+)
National Rent-A-Car: up to 30% off for AARP members
Over Night Accommodations:
Cambria Suites: 20%-30% off (60+)
Clarion Motels: 20%-30% off (60+)
Comfort Inn: 20%-30% off (60+)
Comfort Suites: 20%-30% off (60+)
Econo Lodge: 20%-30% off (60+)
Hampton Inns & Suites: 10% off when booked 72 hours in 
advance
Hyatt Hotels: 25%-50% off (62+)
InterContinental Hotels Group: various discounts at all 
hotels (65+)
Mainstay Suites: 10% off with Mature Traveler’s Discount 
(50+); 20%-30% off (60+)
Marriott Hotels: 15% off (62+)
Motel 6: 10% off (60+)
Myrtle Beach Resort: 10% off (55+)
Quality Inn: 20%-30% off (60+)
Rodeway Inn: 20%-30% off (60+)
Sleep Inn: 20%-30% off (60+)
 
ACTIVITIES & ENTERTAINMENT: 
AMC Theaters: up to 30% off (55+)
Bally Total Fitness: up to $100 off memberships (62+)
Busch Gardens Tampa, FL: $3 off one-day tickets (50+)
Carmike Cinemas: 35% off (65+)
Cinemark/Century Theaters: up to 35% off
U.S. National Parks: $10 lifetime pass; 50% off additional 
services including camping (62+)
Regal Cinemas: 30% off
Ripley’s Believe it or Not: @ off one-day ticket (55+)
SeaWorld Orlando, FL: $3 off one-day tickets (50+)
 CELL PHONE DISCOUNTS:
AT&T: Special Senior Nation 200 Plan $29.99/month (65+)
Jitterbug: $10/month cell phone service (50+)
Verizon Wireless: Verizon Nationwide 65 Plus Plan $29.99/
month (65+).
 MISCELLANEOUS:
Great Clips: $3 off hair cuts (60+)
Super Cuts: $2 off haircuts (60+)
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Dear coups cutters,
The families of our troops thank you. I thank you for 
your help.
I have two small favors to ask of you.

Because of the increased number of providers of 
coups, I have to ask if you can cut all the coups into 
separate coups and not leave coups attached to each 
other. 
It is taking too much of my time now to cut them 
apart.

With the increased amount of coups you would be sur-
prised at the increase in postage I pay. I am not com-
plaining nor asking for financial donations!! I would 
not accept them!! What I am requesting is that if one 
and all could cut on or inside the dotted lines of the 
coups without cutting into the basic part of the coup. 
When I mail hundreds of coups to North Carolina, the 
extra paper brings up the weight, too!

I thank you for your understanding and for your con-
tinued support of our troops and their families!

I think we are a great bunch of people! I know; I’m 
biased. We care! That’s what counts!

I hope even more people will bring current coupons to 
our monthly meetings and put them in the COUPS 4 
TROOPS box on the sign-in table!

If you have any questions, please ask me.
Thank you again
Robert/Bob

(Washington, D.C.)—“The budget plan unveiled yes-
terday completely abandons many of the most 
severely disabled veterans of the Vietnam generation 
and could make thousands of elderly veterans 
homeless,”  said  John  Rowan,  National  President  
of  Vietnam  Veterans  of  America.  “Frankly,”  said 
Rowan,  “we’re  extremely  alarmed  by  this  provi-
sion  in  the  budget  proposal,  because  this  is  the 
opposite of what President Trump promised veterans.”  
  
On  May  23,  the  Trump  Administration’s  Depart-
ment  of  Veterans  Affairs  released  the  first  budget 
request for Fiscal Year 2018, which begins on October 
1, 2017. President Trump’s budget proposal 
calls  for  terminating  Individual  Unemployability  
(IU)  benefits  to  those  eligible  for  Social  Security 
retirement benefits, under the erroneous rationale that 
this constitutes a duplication of benefits. The 
Individual  Unemployability  program  supports  vet-
erans  who  cannot  find  work  due  to  service-
connected injuries, many  of whom have been unable 
to contribute to Social Security as a result of 
those injuries. This budget proposal would impact 
nearly every Vietnam-era veteran whose survival 
depends on the income from Individual Unemploy-
ability. 
 
“Since  this  news  broke  yesterday,  we  have  been  
contacted  by  severely  disabled  Vietnam  veterans 
from all across the country who are concerned about 
being made homeless if this budget is accepted 
by Congress,” said Rowan. “The founding principle of 
Vietnam Veterans of America is ‘Never Again 
Will  One  Generation  of  Veterans  Abandon  Anoth-
er,’  and  we  hope  that  the  newest  generation  of 
veterans will live by this as well. We call on our 
younger brothers and sisters, and all Americans, to 
stand with us--this is our time of need.”

VVA Strongly Opposes 
Abandoning of  Severely 
Disabled Veterans
from VietnamVeterans of America

Coups for the Troops
from Bob Adams, AVVA


