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Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Editor’s Note:
This is a larger issue than usual but there is a good reason. My recent illness 
and extended hospitalization kept me from doing any of my work. Fortu-
nately I am on the mend although my recovery will take a while.
I am now strong enough to resume my job and my work with Chapter 415 
and this newsletter.

As always I want to express my gratitude to those of you who send me 
material for the newsletter. I could not do it without you. Please keep them 
coming.

VVA Calls for More Action on Military Base 
Toxic Exposures
From The Veteran Magazine

The battle for recognition of the differences 
between veteran and civilian health issues 
is far from over. Veterans have health care 
concerns due to their military service and 
cannot afford to allow these veteran-centric 
health needs to be overlooked. On May 17 
Tom Berger, Ph.D., the executive director of 
VVA’s Veterans Health Council, spent the 
afternoon on Capitol Hill reminding law-
makers exactly what those differences are and why they should pay 
attention to them.

Earlier in May the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force published 
recommendations on screening for prostate cancer. The USPSTF is 
an independent volunteer panel of non-federal experts in prevention 
and evidence-based medicine that makes recommendations based on 
reviews and assessments of existing research. These recommenda-
tions are focused principally on services for adults and children in the 
primary care setting or services a primary care physician might refer 
out. The recommendations also can play a role in insurance coverage.
Read the entire article here: 
http://vvaveteran.org/38-4/38-4_prostatecancer.html
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Interesting statistics indeed.  Not sure about the 6-10 years scenario but it is an eye opener....Addressed mainly 
to those  who were there, but is also quite interesting to those who care, or even people into statistics. In case you 
haven’t been paying attention these past few decades after you returned from Vietnam, the clock has been ticking. 
The following are some statistics that are at once depressing yet in a larger sense should give you a HUGE SENSE 
OF PRIDE.

“Of  the 2,709,918 Americans who served in Vietnam, Less than 850,000 are estimated to be alive today, with the youngest  
Vietnam veteran’s age approximated to be 68 years old.” So, if  you’re alive and reading this, how does it feel to be among the last 
1/3rd of  all the U.S. Vets who served in Vietnam? I don’t know about you guys, but it kinda gives me the chills, considering this 
is the kind of  information I’m used to reading about WWII and Korean War vets.
The last 14 years we are dying too fast, only a few will survive by 2028...if  any.   If  true, 390 VN vets die a day. So, in 6-10 years 
you’ll be lucky to be a living Vietnam veteran!

These statistics were taken from a variety of  sources to include: The VFW Magazine, the Public Information Office, and the HQ 
CP Forward Observer - 1st Recon April 12, 1997.

*STATISTICS FOR INDIVIDUALS IN UNIFORM AND IN COUNTRY VIETNAM VETERANS: *

9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty during the Vietnam Era (August 5, 1964 - May 7, 1975).
8,744,000 GIs were on active duty during the war (Aug 5, 1964-March 28, 1973).
2,709,918 Americans served in Vietnam, this number represents 9.7% of  their generation.
3,403,100 (Including 514,300 offshore) personnel served in the broader Southeast Asia Theater (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, 
flight crews based in Thailand, and sailors in adjacent South China Sea waters).
2,594,000 personnel served within the borders of   Vietnam (Jan.1, 1965 - March 28, 1973). Another 50,000 men served in 
Vietnam between 1960 and 1964.
Of  the 2.6 million, between 1-1.6 million (40-60%) either fought in combat, provided close support or were at least fairly 
regularly exposed to enemy attack.
7,484 women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in Vietnam.
Peak troop strength in Vietnam: 543,482 (April 30, 1968).
Agent Orange is taking a huge toll on Vietnam Veterans with most deaths somehow related to Agent Orange exposure. No 
one officially dies of  Agent Orange, they die from the exposure which causes ischemic Heart Disease and failure, Lung Cancer, 
Kidney failure or COPD related disorders.

CASUALTIES:
The first man to die in Vietnam was James Davis, in 1958. He was with the 509th Radio Research Station. Davis Station in Saigon 
was named for him.
Hostile deaths: 47,378 Non-hostile deaths: 10,800
Total: 58,202 (Includes men formerly classified as MIA and Mayaguez casualties). Men who have subsequently died of  wounds 
account for the changing total.
8 nurses died -- 1 was KIA.
61% of  the men killed were 21 or younger. 11,465 of  those killed were younger than 20 years old.
Of  those killed, 17,539 were married.

Average age of  men killed: 23.1 years Average Age of  total Deaths: 23.11 years
Enlisted: 50,274; 22.37 years Officers: 6,598; 28.43 years Warrants: 1,276; 24.73 years E1: 525; 20.34 years 
Five men killed in Vietnam were only 16 years old. The oldest man killed was 62 years old.

Highest state death rate: West Virginia - 84.1/100,000 male population (national average 58.9/100,000 males in 1970).
Wounded: 303,704 -- 153,329 hospitalized + 150,375 injured requiring no hospital care.
Severely disabled: 75,000, -- 23,214: 100% disabled; 5,283 lost limbs; 1,081 sustained multiple amputations.

Vietnam War by the Numbers
Submitted by Jerry Farris, Chapter 415

Continued on next page
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Amputation or crippling wounds to the lower extremities were 300% higher than in WWII and 70% higher than Korea.
Multiple amputations occurred at the rate of  18.4% compared to 5.7% in WWII
Missing in Action: 2,338
POWs: 766 (114 died in captivity)
As of  January 15, 2014, there are 1,875 Americans still unaccounted for, from the Vietnam War.
DRAFTEES VS. VOLUNTEERS:
25% (648,500) of  total forces in country were draftees. (66% of  U.S. armed forces members were drafted during WWII).
Draftees accounted for 30.4% (17,725) of  combat deaths in Vietnam.
Reservists killed: 5,977
National Guard: 6,140 served: 101 died.
Total draftees (1965 - 73): 1,728,344.
Actually served in Vietnam: 38% Marine Corps Draft: 42,633.
Last man drafted: June 30, 1973.

RACE AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND:
88.4% of  the men who actually served in Vietnam were Caucasian; 10.6% (275,000) were black; 1% belonged to other races.
86.3% of  the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasian (includes Hispanics);
12.5% (7,241) were black;
1.2% belonged to other races.
170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2% of  total) died there.
70% of  enlisted men killed were of  North-west European descent.
86.8% of  the men who were killed as a result of  hostile action were Caucasian; 12.1% (5,711) were black; 1.1% belonged to 
other races.
14.6% (1,530) of  non-combat deaths were among blacks.
34% of  blacks who enlisted volunteered for the combat arms.
Overall, blacks suffered 12.5% of  the deaths in Vietnam at a time when the percentage of  blacks of  military age was 13.5% of  
the total population.
Religion of  Dead: Protestant -- 64.4%; Catholic -- 28.9%; other/none -- 6.7%

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS:
Vietnam veterans have a lower unemployment rate than the same non-vet age groups.
Vietnam veterans’ personal income exceeds that of  our non-veteran age group by more than 18 percent.
76% of  the men sent to Vietnam were from lower middle/working class backgrounds.
Three-fourths had family incomes above the poverty level; 50% were from middle income backgrounds.
Some 23% of  Vietnam vets had fathers with professional, managerial or technical occupations.
79% of  the men who served in Vietnam had a high school education or better when they entered the military service.
63% of  Korean War vets and only 45% of  WWII vets had completed high school upon separation.
Deaths by region per 100,000 of  population: South -- 31, West--29.9; Midwest -- 28.4; Northeast -- 23.5.

DRUG USAGE & CRIME
There is no difference in drug usage between Vietnam Veterans and non-Vietnam Veterans of  the same age group. (Source: 
Veterans Administration Study)
Vietnam Veterans are less likely to be in prison - only one-half  of  one percent of  Vietnam Veterans have been jailed for crimes.
85% of  Vietnam Veterans made successful transitions to civilian life.

WINNING & LOSING:
82% of  veterans who saw heavy combat strongly believe the war was lost because of  lack of  political will.
Nearly 75% of  the public agrees it was a failure of  political will, not of  arms.

HONORABLE SERVICE:
97% of  Vietnam-era veterans were honorably discharged.
91% of  actual Vietnam War veterans and 90% of  those who saw heavy combat are proud to have served their country.
74% say they would serve again, even knowing the outcome.
87% of  the public now holds Vietnam veterans in high esteem.

Continued from previous page
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Allen Mack Funeral Service April 2018

St. Patrick’s Day Parade March 2018
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In a March 1 news release, the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency announced its Biostasis 
program, which aims to prevent death following trau-
matic injury by slowing biochemical reactions inside 
cells with the goal of extending the window of time 
between a damaging event and the collapse of those 
systems.

When a Service member suffers a traumatic injury or 
acute infection, the time from event to first medical 
treatment is usually the single most significant factor 
in determining the outcome between saving a life or 
not. First responders must act as quickly as possi-
ble, first to ensure a patient’s sheer survival and then 
to prevent permanent disability. The Department of 
Defense refers to this critical, initial window of time 
as the “golden hour,” but in many cases the opportu-
nity to successfully intervene may extend much less 
than sixty minutes, which is why the military invests 
so heavily in moving casualties as rapidly as possible 
from the battlefield to suitable medical facilities. How-
ever, due to the realities of combat, there are often 
hard limits to the availability of rapid medical trans-
port and care.

DARPA created the Biostasis program to develop new 
possibilities for extending the golden hour, not by im-
proving logistics or battlefield care, but by going after 
time itself, at least how the body manages it. Biostasis 
will attempt to directly address the need for addition-
al time in continuously operating biological systems 
faced with catastrophic, life-threatening events. The 
program will leverage molecular biology to develop 
new ways of controlling the speed at which living 
systems operate, and thus extend the window of time 
following a damaging event before a system collapses. 
Essentially, the concept aims to slow life to save life.
Read entire article at: 
https://www.darpa.mil/news-events/2018-03-01

Can the Military Slow Down 
‘Biological Time’ to Save Wounded?
From VVA Web Weekly

In reaction to Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s plan to 
raise the entrance fees for national parks, saying the 
National Park Service must charge more because too 
many people, including veterans and the disabled, 
get in for free, VVA National President John Rowan 
issued the following statement:
 
“Secretary Zinke’s rationale to steeply increase the 
entrance fees for others because disabled veterans and 
active-duty military get in for free, is a small-minded 
and mean-spirited jab that pits some citizens against 
others. I believe that we, as a nation, are more inclu-
sive and compassionate than this.  

By discounting fees, we honor our veterans and our 
seniors and bring a bit of inexpensive enjoyment
to our disabled citizens. Does Mr. Zinke really think 
that citizens who pay $25 or $30 per carload to
enjoy some of our most popular national parks are 
going to pay twice as much? Does he really
believe that they will buy his ill-conceived argument 
that because veterans get in for free the rates
must be doubled for everyone else?
“Secretary Zinke’s flawed plan needs to be discarded 
and forgotten.”

Secretary Zinke: Don’t Blame Veterans and 
the Disabled for Raising Park Entrance Fees
From VVA Web Weekly

“You can now reach the Veterans Crisis Line directly 
with an iPhone. Simply say, “Hey Siri, call the Veter-
ans Crisis Line,” and it will connect you automatical-
ly, even if you don’t have the number 1-800-273-8255 
already saved contacts. https://t.co/tTS9kuz0Ec”



  6             May-August 2018  Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 415

Do You Remember The USS Pueblo?
Submitted by Ralph Annunziata, Chapter 415

Fifty years ago Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Un’s grandfa-
ther seized the USS Pueblo imprisoned and tortured 
the members of the crew.  One of those brave men 
who suffered under the hands of the North Korean dic-
tator is on of our Shipmates, Frank Ginther; Prisoner 
of War and recipient of the Purple Heart. 

Frank is slowly recovering from brain surgery that 
was performed shortly before Thanksgiving 2017.  As 
of this writing , Frank cannot speak, he is being fed 
through a tube inserted into his stomach, and he re-
quires 24 hour nursing care.  His prognosis for recov-
ery is not very encouraging.  Eventually Frank’s med-
ical coverage will run out and he will be sent home.  
His wife Judy is going to need all the help she can get.  
Frank’s home is in need of being made handicapped 
accessible and a great deal of money will be required 
to make that happen.

Please open your hearts and your wallets and 
contribute to help Frank in his time of need and give 
to  the “Go Fund Me” page:
www.gofundme.com/frank-ginther-medical-assistance  
to support Frank Ginther Medical Assistance 
organized by Ralph Annunziata. God Bless You and 
God Bless America

Families of  Former POWs Angry 
That Loved Ones Can’t Receive Full 
Honors at Arlington
Submitted by Bob Adams, AVVA 415
Army Pvt. 1st Class Robert Fletcher was captured by 
Chinese forces in Korea on Nov. 27, 1950, after heavy 
fighting.

The Buffalo Soldier endured three years in captivity, 
where he was subjected to starvation, freezing tem-
peratures and physical and psychological torture. He 
carried these scars until his death Feb. 12.

Thanks to an act of Congress regarding prisoners of 
war, the native of Ann Arbor, Mich., will be buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery on June 4.

However, his survivors have joined a growing num-
ber of dissatisfied POW families angry that enlisted 
POWs who survived captivity and made it home are 
denied full honors — most notably, an escort and the 
iconic horse-drawn caisson — at the nation’s most 
hallowed cemetery. Those honors are reserved for 
officers and those killed in action.

“It’s just disgusting,” said Fletcher’s daughter, Kanda 
Fletcher. “My dad fought that war and lived the POW 
experience until the day he died … and you’re going 
to sit there and tell my family that my dad can’t be 
buried with full honors because he wasn’t and could 
never be an officer? I don’t think it’s right.”
Fletcher is not alone. 
Read entire article: http://tinyurl.com/yb8mo8xa
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Lexophile” is a word used to describe those that have a love for 
words, such as “you can tune a piano, but you can’t tuna fish”, 
or “to write with a broken pencil is pointless.” A competition 
to see who can come up with the best lexophiles is held every 
year in an undisclosed location.     
• When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate. 
• A thief  who stole a calendar got twelve months. 
• When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A. 
• The batteries were given out free of  charge. 
• A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and 

nail. 
• A will is a dead giveaway. 
• With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress.
• A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
• When you’ve seen one shopping center you’ve seen a mall. 
• Police were summoned to a daycare center where a three-

year-old was resisting a rest. 
• Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was 

cut off?   He’s all right now. 
• A bicycle can’t stand alone; it’s just two tired.
• When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 
• The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine is now fully 

recovered. 
• He had a photographic memory which was never 

developed. 
• When she saw her first strands of  gray hair she thought 

she’d dye. 
• Acupuncture is a jab well done. That’s the point of  it. 
• Those who get too big for their pants will be totally 

exposed in the end.

A grunt dies and goes to Heaven. At the pearly gates he meets 
Saint Peter. “Hey, glad to see you made it, we need Grunts up 
here, and you deserve to be here!” The Grunt smiles and as he 
is about to step into heaven, he turns and asks, “Saint Peter, 
you don’t have any 1st Cav up here, do you? They picked on 
me my whole career - throwing MRE’s and coke cans at me as 
they rode by, I hate the 1st Cav.”
“NO WAY!” says Saint Peter “there is no 1st Cav here. They 
stay down at Fiddlers Green.” So the grunt steps into heaven 
again and sees a cloud with a gun barrel sticking out of  it. All 
hell breaks loose, loud music, girls screaming, bottles breaking. 
“Hey! That’s the 1st Cav, you lied to me!” “No, no, no, that’s 
the Mech Infantry.”“OK” So the grunt takes another step. A 
Kiowa Warrior comes screaming around a corner, the gunner 
hunched over his sights firing rockets and Hellfires everywhere, 
the pilkot has a Stetson and a bottle of  Jack Daniels in one 
hand and a blonde in the other. Crossed sabers are painted on 
the side of  the chopper. “THATS THE CAV!” Screams the 
grunt. “Naw!” says Saint Peter, “That’s God, he just thinks 
he’s Cav!”

Humor To Pass The Time
Submitted by Mike Regrut, Chapter 415

Court Victory: VA Can Now Award 
Disability Benefits for Pain Related 
to Military Service
From VVA Web Weekly
 In a sweeping legal victory for veterans, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit overturned 
a 19-year lower court precedent which prohibited the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) from awarding 
disability benefits to a veteran for disabling pain if it 
was not linked to a medical diagnosis.

“What this ruling means is that if a physician cannot 
diagnose the cause of the pain the veteran is experi-
encing, but the pain is related to an event, injury, or 
disease that occurred during the veteran’s military ser-
vice, the veteran should now win disability benefits,” 
said Bart Stichman, executive director and co-found-
er of the National Veterans Legal Services Program 
(NVLSP) and one of the attorneys who represented 
the veteran in the case.

The Federal Circuit’s decision in Saunders v. Wilkie 
overturned the 1999 precedential decision issued by 
the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims that said VA 
had no authority to award benefits for pain alone, if 
the pain was untethered to a medical diagnosis ex-
plaining its cause. 

NVLSP partnered with pro-bono counsel, Orrick, Her-
rington & Sutcliffe, LLP, on the case. They won the 
case on behalf of Gulf war veteran Melba Saunders, 
who served in the Army from November 1987 until 
October 1994.
Read the entire article at: http://tinyurl.com/yao5nu6h

Grandchildren of  Contaminated 
Veterans Showing Birth Defects
From VVA Web Weekly

Steve Andrews, senior investigative reporter for 
WFLA’s 8 On Your Side, reports on the generational 
impact of Agent Orange on the health of the children 
and grandchildren of Vietnam veterans in a May 17 
new story.
Read article here: http://tinyurl.com/ycx8eo8h
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Can a Mobile App Stop Veteran Suicide?
From VVA Web Weekly

House Panel Supports Agent 
Orange Coverage for ‘Blue Water’ 
Navy Veterans
From Stars and Stripes

House lawmakers approved legislation Tuesday to extend 
Agent Orange benefits to approximately 90,000 sailors who 
served off  the coast during the Vietnam War. 

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs voted unani-
mously to send a bill to the full House that would provide 
benefits to “Blue Water” Navy veterans, who were aboard 
aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers and other ships and po-
tentially exposed to Agent Orange. The dioxin-laden herbi-
cide has been found to cause respiratory cancers, Parkinson’s 
disease and heart disease, as well as other conditions.

After years of  fighting, Tuesday marks the first instance that 
legislation providing benefits for Blue Water veterans has 
advanced past the committee level. Lawmakers and veteran 
advocates who were gathered in the committee room joined 
in a round of  applause after the vote.
“We began fighting for this bill in 2011,” said John Wells, an 
attorney and retired Navy officer. “It has been a long slog. I 
have personally visited every office on both the House and 
Senate side over these years.”

Increasing benefits for Blue Water veterans has been widely 
supported, and the bill sent to the House has more than 300 
sponsors. Congress previously delayed progress on the issue 
because of  cost concerns. Extending the benefits would cost 
$1.1 billion for 10 years, the Congressional Budget Office 
estimated.

Lawmakers approved the measure Tuesday because they 
agreed on a method to pay for it.

The bill would increase fees for service members and vet-
erans who use the VA’s home loan program. The increase 
would amount to $2.95 each month for homeowners who 
made no down payment. The increase would average $2.82 
each month for people who made a 5 percent down payment 
and $2.14 each month for people who put 10 percent down.

The several lawmakers who spoke Tuesday in favor of  the bill 
all made a similar remark – it was a measure “long overdue.”

“I’ve been contacted routinely by Blue Water Navy veterans 
suffering from diseases associated with Agent Orange,” said 
Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., the committee chairman. “In a few 
years, there will be very few Vietnam veterans remaining. 
They should not have to wait any longer.”

We are preparing to host our annual Denim to Diamonds 
fundraising event to raise funds to continue supporting our 
active duty military, veterans and their families. This year’s 
event will be a basket social and we were hoping that we 
could count on your support for this event. Our event will 
be held Saturday, September 29, 2018 from 5-10 PM at the 
Edward H. Ackerman American Legion Post 397, 935 Main 
St., Hellertown, PA 18055. We will have food, drinks, music, 
a 50-50 raffle and a basket raffle. Any contributions to defray 
the costs, including amounts outside of  the sponsorship lev-
els below, would be greatly appreciated. 
The following are our sponsorship levels:
• Red Star Sponsor            $ 300 - 8 tickets to the event
• White Star Sponsor         $ 200 - 6 tickets to the event
• Blue Star Sponsor        $ 100 - 4 tickets to the event

Contributions can be sent to the address below. Please let us 
know in your response if  you would like your tickets mailed, 
held at the door or will you be donating all or part of  your 
tickets so we can offer them to active duty military and/or 
veterans to attend the basket social as our guests of  honor at 
no cost. Additional tickets can be bought at a cost of  $25 per 
person, which includes 1 X $5 sheet of  basket raffle tickets.

We are the Blue Star Mothers of  America, LV Chapter 
PA201, a volunteer service organization whose only require-
ment for membership is to be a mother who now has, or 
has had a child/children serving in the military or have been 
honorably discharged (any family member can be an associate 
member).  This group has been helping our nation’s heroes 
and their families for over 10 years here in the Lehigh Valley 
and surrounding counties. Some of  our accomplishments 
include: shipping over 2000 care packages to deployed troops; 
sending over 300 care packages to veterans in the Wilkes 
Barre VA Hospital; assisted veterans and service members 
having financial difficulties; provided travel funds for the 
families of  injured soldiers; attended deployment ceremonies 
for the military units in our area; held welcome home parties 
for returning troops; and attended many community outreach 
events in our area.

If  you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact me, Judith Miller @ jmillerbsmx2@gmail.com 
or call 610-428-0778. All donations are tax deductible as we 
are a 501c3 organization. Checks may be made out to “Blue 
Star Mothers of  Lehigh Valley Chapter PA201.” Please send 
donations to the following:
Judith Miller, 2654 Easton Rd. Hellertown, PA 18055
I would like to thank you in advance for your support!!!

Blue Star Mothers Event
From Judith Miller, Blue Star Mother
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The U.S. Flag Code formalizes and unifies the traditional 
ways in which we give respect to the flag, also contains specif-
ic instructions on how the flag is not to be used.

The following is a list of  do’s and don’ts associated with Old 
Glory, the U.S. Flag.

When displaying the flag, DO the following:
• Display the U.S. flag from sunrise to sunset on buildings 

and stationary flagstaffs in the open. When a patriotic 
effect is desired the flag may be displayed 24-hours a day 
if  properly illuminated during the hours of  darkness.

• When placed on a single staff  or lanyard, place the U.S. 
Flag above all other flags.

• When flags are displayed in a row, the U.S. flag goes to 
the observer’s left. Flags of  other nations are flown at 
same height. State and local flags are traditionally flown 
lower.

• When used during a marching ceremony or parade with 
other flags, the U.S. Flag will be to the observer’s left.

• On special days, the flag may be flown at half-staff. On 
Memorial Day it is flown at half-staff  until noon and 
then raised.

• When flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the 
peak for an instant and then lowered to the half-staff  po-
sition. The flag should be again raised to the peak before 
it is lowered for the day. By “half-staff ” is meant lower-
ing the flag to one-half  the distance between the top and 
bottom of  the staff.

• When the flag is displayed over the middle of  the street, 
it should be suspended vertically with the union (blue 
field of  stars) to the north in an east and west street or to 
the east in a north and south street.

• When placed on a Podium the flag should be placed on 
the speaker’s right of  the staging area. Other flags should 
be placed to the left.

• When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a 
wall (or other flat surface), the union (blue field of  stars) 
should be uppermost and to the flag’s own right, that is, 
to the observer’s left.

• When displayed in a window it should be displayed in the 
same way -- with the union or blue field to the left of  the 
observer in the street.

• When the flag is displayed on a car, the staff  shall be 
fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to the right fender.

• When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so 
placed that the union is at the head and over the left 
shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave 
or allowed to touch the ground. 
 
 

When saluting the flag DO the following:
• All persons present in uniform (military, police, fire, etc.) 

should render the military salute. Members of  the armed 
forces and veterans who are present but not in uniform 
may render the military salute.

• All other persons present should face the flag and stand 
at attention with their right hand over the heart, or if  ap-
plicable, remove their headdress with their right hand and 
hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. 

When stowing or disposing of  the flag, DO the follow-
ing:
• Fold in the traditional triangle for stowage, never wadded 

up.
The VFW offers the following instructions for properly dis-
posing of  a worn flag:
• The flag should be folded in its customary manner.
• It is important that the fire be fairly large and of  suffi-

cient intensity to ensure complete burning of  the flag.
• Place the flag on the fire.
• The individual(s) can come to attention, salute the flag, 

recite the Pledge of  Allegiance and have a brief  period 
of  silent reflection.

• After the flag is completely consumed, the fire should 
then be safely extinguished and the ashes buried.

• Please make sure you are conforming to local/state fire 
codes or ordinances.

Quick list of  Flag Etiquette Don’ts:
• Don’t dip the U.S. Flag for any person, flag, or vessel.
• Don’t let the flag touch the ground.
• Don’t fly flag upside down unless there is an emergency.
• Don’t carry the flag flat, or carry things in it.
• Don’t use the flag as clothing.
• Don’t store the flag where it can get dirty.
• Don’t use it as a cover.
• Don’t fasten it or tie it back. Always allow it to fall free.
• Don’t draw on, or otherwise mark the flag.
• Don’t use the flag for decoration. Use bunting with the 

blue on top, then white, then red.

Flag Etiquette Do’s and Don’ts
From Military.com
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VA Updates Disability Rating 
Schedule
From Veterans Administration

Effective May 13, the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Veterans Affairs (VA) will 
update portions of  the VA Sched-
ule for Rating Disabilities (VASRD, 
or rating schedule) that evaluates 
the organs of  special sense eye 
conditions, as well as gynecological 
conditions and disorders of  the 
breast.

The VASRD is the collection of  federal regulations used by 
Veterans Benefits Administration claims processors to evalu-
ate the severity of  disabilities and assign disability ratings.

VA is in the process of  updating all 15 body systems of  the 
VASRD to more accurately reflect modern medicine and 
provide clearer rating decisions.

“VA remains committed to providing Veterans with the ben-
efits they have earned through their service,” said VA Acting 
Secretary Robert Wilkie. “And, with modern medicine ad-
vancing at a rapid rate, it‘s important to ensure VA’s disability 
rating schedule reflects these advancements.”

Several revisions were made to the general rating formula for 
diseases of  the eye, including a new definition of  incapaci-
tating episodes that more clearly measures level of  disability. 
Additionally, three diagnostic codes — diabetic retinopathy, 
retinal dystrophy and post-chiasmal disorders — were added. 
No conditions were removed from either portion of  the 
rating schedule.

Several diagnostic codes were added to the schedule for gy-
necological conditions and disorders of  the breast, including 
malignant neoplasms, benign neoplasms and other injuries of  
the breast. Several more diagnostic codes were restructured 
and revised.

Updates to dental and oral conditions and conditions related 
to the endocrine system were completed in 2017.

By updating these portions of  the rating schedule, VA allows 
claims processors to make more consistent decisions with 
greater ease and ensure Veterans understand these decisions. 
VA remains committed to improving its service to Veterans 
continuously and staying at the forefront of  modern medi-
cine.

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=4057

On Monday, I played the 
Disney, Lake Buena Vista 
course. As usual the starters 
matched me with three oth-
er players. After a few holes 
we began to get to know 
each other a bit. One fellow 
was rather young and had 
his wife riding along in the 
golf  cart with him I noticed 
that his golf  bag had his 
name on it and after closer 
inspection it also said “wounded war veterans “. When I had 
my first chance to chat with him I asked him about the bag. 
His response was simply that it was a gift. I then asked if  he 
was wounded and he said yes. When I asked more about his 
injury, his response was “I’d rather not talk about it, sir”. 

Over a few holes I learned that he had spent the last 15 
months in an army rehabilitation hospital in San Antonio, 
Texas. His wife moved there to be with him and he was 
released from the hospital in September. He was a rather 
quiet fellow; however, he did say that he wanted to get good 
at golf. 

We had a nice round and as we became a bit more familiar I 
asked him about the brand new set of  Ping woods and irons 
he was playing. Some looked like they had never been hit. 
His response was simple. He said that this round was the 
first full round he had played with these clubs. 

Later in the round he told me the following:
As part of  the discharge process from the rehabilitation 
hospital,Ping comes in and provides three days of  golf  in-
struction, followed by club fitting. Upon discharge from the 
hospital, Ping gives each of  the discharged veterans, gen-
erally about 40 soldiers, a brand new set of  custom fitted 
clubs along with the impressive golf  bags. The fellow I met 
was named Ben Woods and he looked me in the eye and 
said that being fitted for those clubs was one of  the best 
things that ever happened to him and he was determined to 
learn to play golf  well enough to deserve the gift Ping had 
given him. 

Ben is now out of  the service medically discharged just a 
month ago. He is as fine a young man as you would ever 
want to meet. Ping, whose products are made with pride 
here in America ( Arizona ), has the good judgment not to 
advertise this program. God Bless America and the game of  
golf. Thank you, PING 

Ping Golf  Clubs Story
Submitted by Ken Howard
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Oil Change instructions for Women:
1. Pull up to Dealership when the mileage reaches 
10,000 miles since the last oil change.
2. Relax in the waiting room while enjoying a cup of 
coffee.
3. 15 minutes later, scan debit card and leave, driving 
a properly maintained vehicle.
Money spent:
Oil Change:$24.00, Coffee: Complementary
TOTAL: $24.00

Oil Change instructions for Men:
1. Wait until Saturday, drive to auto parts store and 
buy a case of oil, filter, kitty litter, hand cleaner and a 
scented tree, and use your debit card for $50.00.
2. Stop to buy a case of beer, (debit $24), drive home.
3. Open a beer and drink it.
4. Jack truck up. Spend 30 minutes looking for jack 
stands.
5. Find jack stands under kid’s pedal car.
6.. In frustration, open another beer and drink it.
7. Place drain pan under engine.
8. Look for 9/16 box end wrench.
9. Give up and use crescent wrench.
10. Unscrew drain plug.
11. Drop drain plug in pan of hot oil: splash hot oil on 
you in process. Cuss.
12. Crawl out from under truck to wipe hot oil off of 
face and arms. Throw kitty litter on spilled oil.
13. Have another beer while watching oil drain.
14. Spend 30 minutes looking for oil filter wrench.
15. Give up; crawl under truck and hammer a screw-
driver through oil filter and twist off.
16. Crawl out from under truck with dripping oil filter 
splashing oil everywhere from holes. Cleverly hide 

old oil filter among trash in trash can to avoid envi-
ronmental penalties. Drink a beer.
17. Install new oil filter making sure to apply a thin 
coat of oil to gasket surface.
18. Dump first quart of fresh oil into engine.
19. Remember drain plug from step 11.
20. Hurry to find drain plug in drain pan.
21. Drink beer.
22. Discover that first quart of fresh oil is now on the 
floor. Throw kitty litter on oil spill.
23. Get drain plug back in with only a minor spill. 
Drink beer.
24. Crawl under truck getting kitty litter into eyes. 
Wipe eyes with oily rag used to clean drain plug. Slip 
with stupid crescent wrench tightening drain plug and 
bang knuckles on frame removing any excess skin 
between knuckles and frame.
25. Begin cussing fit.
26. Throw stupid crescent wrench.
27. Cuss for additional 5 minutes because wrench hit 
truck and left dent.
28. Beer.
29. Clean up hands and bandage as required to stop 
blood flow.
30. Beer.
31. Dump in five fresh quarts of oil.
32. Beer.
33. Lower truck from jack stands.
34. Move truck back to apply more kitty litter to fresh 
oil spilled during any missed steps.
35. Beer.
36. Test drive truck.
37. Get pulled over: arrested for driving under the 
influence.
38. Truck gets impounded.
39. Call loving wife, make bail.
40. 12 hours later, get truck from impound yard.

Money spent:
Parts: $50.00, Beer: $20.00
DUI: $2,500.00, Impound fee: $75.00
Bail: $1,500.00
TOTAL: $4,145.00

But you know the job was done right!

Oil Change
Submitted by Tim Gilbert, Chapter 415
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MEMBERSHIP AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (MAC) 
MONTHLY REPORT 

FEBRUARY 2018 
Charlie Hobbs (TN), Chair              Steve Mackey (CA), Vice Chair 

Membership Totals by Classification  

 VVA              AVVA New Members in Feb  
  
IND AIND  
  VVA: 
LMP ALP 
  AVVA
IVI ALT 
  
VPHV AIVI Deceased Members 
  Reported in Feb
 APHV 
  VVA: 
TOTAL: TOTAL: 
 includes 1,276  AVVA: 

 Women Veterans  
  
 DUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 413 
  
  

IND: AIND: 
LMP: ALP: 

IVI: ALT: 
VPHV: AIVI: 

 APHV: 

     Membership Totals by Region 

      
VVA + / - AVVA + / -                VVA + / - AVVA + / -

  
Region I Region VI 
  
Region II Region VII 
  
Region III Region VIII 
  
Region IV Region IX 
 
Region V Living outside 

the US 

     Submitted by George Puzio, Hapter 415
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MEMBERSHIP AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (MAC) 
MONTHLY REPORT 

FEBRUARY 2018 
Charlie Hobbs (TN), Chair              Steve Mackey (CA), Vice Chair 

YEARLY & MONTHLY GROWTH   PERCENTAGES 

VVA  AVVA 
    

Feb ‘17 Feb ‘18 %  +/-   Feb ‘17 Feb ‘18 %  +/- 
Yearly 

Growth: 
Yearly 

Growth:
 

 
 Jan ‘18 Feb ‘18 %  +/-   Jan ‘18 Feb ‘18 %  +/- 

Monthly 
Growth: 

Monthly 
Growth:
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MEMBERSHIP AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (MAC) 
MONTHLY REPORT 

FEBRUARY 2018 
Charlie Hobbs (TN), Chair              Steve Mackey (CA), Vice Chair 

 

MEMBERSHIP TOTALS AND VARIANCES BY STATE 

 
ST 

 
VVA 

 
± 

  
AVVA 

 
± 

  
ST 

 
VVA 

 
± 

  
AVVA 

 
± 

             

AK 171 +2  25 0  MT 599 -1  43 -6 
AL 1,863 +11  109 -1  NC 2,231 +23  196 -4 
AR 402 +1  44 0  ND 698 +4  151 +1 
AZ 1,249 +18  114 0  NE 395 +2  20 0 
CA 5,012 +2  733 +14  NH 436 +1  57 +1 
CN 6 0  0 0  NJ 3,494 -11  426 -1 
CO 583 +9  62 +4  NM 598 +8  28 -1 
CT 654 +1  41 +1  NV 1,051 -1  107 +8 
DC 94 +1  7 0  NY 6,041 +28  607 +4 
DE 509 0  36 -2  OH 3,354 +3  267 -1 
FL 4,524 +42  487 +5  OK 1,139 -4  94 +4 
GA 1,510 +11  167 +4  OR 1,263 +2  186 -8 
GU 125 +1  26 0  OS 59 -1  8 0 
HI 176 +2  23 +1  PA 4,355 +8  615 +3 
IA 1,205 +12  84 +1  PI 103 0  9 0 
ID 339 +3  20 -1  PR 303 +8  10 0 
IL 2,040 +6  181 -8  RI 433 -3  25 -2 
IN 1,235 +3  88 -1  SC 969 +2  81 0 
KS 594 +5  47 0  SD 727 +3  69 /mmm 
KY 891 +3  114 0  TN 3,570 +21  491 -3 
LA 1,112 -2  330 +3  TX 4,848 +29  549 +16 
MA 1,526 +4  97 +1  UT 330 +4  54 +4 
MD 3,216 +10  264 0  VA 2,172 +4  292 0 
ME 351 0  34 0  VI 20 0  0 0 
MI 4,719 +10  751 +4  VT 608 +1  38 -2 
MN 1,391 +7  79 0  WA 1,207 +7  61 +1 
MO 1,814 +13  279 0  WI 2,412 +9  317 0 
MS 410 0  31 0  WV 1,577 +7  421 -2 
       WY 69 0  3 0 

FEBRUARY 2018 TOP STATES IN MEMBERSHIP GROWTH 

 
 

VVA: 
  
 
 
AVVA: 
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ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
DENIM TO DIAMONDS BASKET SOCIAL 

EDWARD	H.	ACKERMAN,	AMERICAN	LEGION	POST	397	
935	MAIN	ST.,	HELLERTOWN,	PA	18055	

	

WHEN:	September	29,	2017	from	5	-10	PM	

COST:	$25.00	per	person	
(INCLUDED	in	ticket	cost-food,	water,	soda	&	1-$5	sheet	of	tickets)	

WE	WILL	ALSO	HAVE	A	DJ,	A	50/50	RAFFLE	AND	RAFFLE	BASKETS,	CASH	BAR	
(CASH	BAR,	Tickets	for	the	50/50	raffle	and	raffle	baskets	are	an	additional	cost)	

	

WHO:	Blue	Star	Mothers	of	America		
														Lehigh	Valley	Chapter	PA201	

	
	

Please	come	out	and	show	your	support	for	our	

	Active	Duty	Military,	Veterans	and	their	families!!!!!!!	

	
For tickets, more information or to make a donation please contact:	

Judith Miller @ 610-428-0778 or jmillerbsmx2@gmail.com 
 

We	are	a	501c3	Non-Profit	Organization	

Just	a	little	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do:		We	are	the	Blue	Star	Mothers	of	the	Lehigh	Valley	Chapter	#	PA201,	a	volunteer	service	
organization	whose	only	requirement	for	membership	is	to	be	a	mother	who	now	has,	or	has	had	a	child/children	whom	are	serving	in	the	military	
or	have	been	honorably	discharged	(any	family	member	can	be	an	associate	member).		This	group	has	been	helping	our	nation’s	heroes	and	their	
families	for	over	10	years	here	in	the	Lehigh	Valley	and	surrounding	counties.		Some	of	the	things	we	have	accomplished	include:	shipping	over	2000	
care	packages	to	deployed	troops;	sent	over	300	care	packages	to	veterans	in	the	Wilkes	Barre	VA	Hospital;	assisted	veterans	and	service	members	
having	financial	troubles;	provided	travel	funds	for	the	families	of	injured	soldiers;	attended	deployment	ceremonies	for	the	military	units	in	our	
area;	held	welcome	home	parties	for	returning	troops;	and	attend	many	community	outreach	events	in	our	area.		
	

	

	
	


