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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
November 17-18 Volunteer to collect 
food donations from Giant 
Supermarket. Drivers needed

Veterans Flu Shots at Walgreens
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA

VA and Walgreens are national partners, providing no-cost flu shots to 
enrolled Veterans of  the VA health care system. During the program, which 
runs from August 15, 2017 through March 31, 2018, enrolled Veteran patients 
nationwide have the option of  getting their flu shot at any of  Walgreens’ 8,200 
locations in addition to their local VA health care facilities. No appointment is 
required; simply go to any Walgreens, tell the pharmacist you receive care at a VA 
facility and show your Veterans Identification Card and another form of  photo 
ID.

 
Your immunization record will be updated electronically in your local VA 

electronic health record. Walgreens has the capability to electronically send 
vaccination information to the VA electronic health record. The VA-Walgreens 
national partnership is part of  VA’s eHealth Exchange project. This national 
program ensured that many Veterans got their no-cost flu shot at their local 
Walgreens, satisfying their wellness reminder because they either found it more 
convenient or did not have a scheduled appointment at a local VA health care 
facility.

VVA 415 to Provide Veteran’s Day 
Ceremony at Local Nursing Home

Bill Rodebaugh is spearheading an event at a local nursing home on 
Saturday, November 11th (Veterans Day).  Bill will be going in, serving 
coffee and cake and having a little ceremony for the veterans in the home. I 
am making a PowerPoint show with patriotic pictures (about 10-15 minutes) 
Total time will be about 3 hours from start to clean-up.  If  you are interested 
in helping out please reply to either Bill or myself.  The next meeting will be 
October 9th at 7 pm at Wegmans.

The AVVA is holding its first fund raiser Nov 17th, 9-6 pm in front of  Hobby 
Lobby, Northampton Crossings, Rt 248. We are looking for volunteers!

AVVA Fundraiser
Submitted by Colleen Hauser, AVVA
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HARRISBURG, Pa. - A bill regarding the POW-MIA flag 
being flown in Pennsylvania is one step closer to becoming 
state law.

The state Senate on Wednesday unanimously approved 
the bill, which would require the POW-MIA flag be flown 
whenever the United States and state flags are flown on state 
grounds and buildings.

“We must never forget those we’ve lost in combat, or the 
men and women who never came home, either because they 
have sacrificed their lives or are held against their will,” said 
Berks County state Sen. Judy Schwank, who introduced the 
bill in June. “This legislation will ensure we keep our promise 
to remember.”

The legislation, which now moves to the state House for 
consideration, would not impose the requirement on local 
governments or school districts.

The black-and-white POW-MIA flag depicts the silhouette 
of  a soldier with his head bowed. Behind the soldier are the 
images of  a watchtower, a strand of  barbwire and the words 
“POW,” “MIA” and “You are not forgotten.”

Congress designated the flag in 1990 as “the symbol of  
our nation’s concern and commitment to resolving as fully 
as possible the fates of  Americans still prisoner, missing and 
unaccounted for in Southeast Asia.”

In the last 100 years, more than 1,100 Pennsylvania 
families have lost loved ones whose bodies have no known 
resting spot where their service and sacrifice can be marked 
and remembered, Schwank said.

 Starting next month, veterans can register for identification 
cards that prove their military history -- but not everyone 
who has served will get one.
The Department of  Veterans Affairs will provide free, 
hard-copy identification cards that include their names, 
photos and an identification number. The rollout is the result 
of  legislation Congress passed in 2015 to make it easier for 
veterans to receive things such as discounts at stores and 
restaurants.
Some veterans groups applauded the legislation at the time, 
saying it would be easier and safer than having veterans carry 
around their DD214s -- certificates of  release or discharge 
that contain sensitive information.
It’s unsure when the cards will be available in November, or 
how long it will take to process applications for them. The 
design is also still being finalized
But one thing is certain: Cards won’t be available to veterans 
with other-than-honorable discharges.
“Only those veterans with honorable service will be eligible 
for the ID card,” VA spokesman Curt Cashour said Wednes-
day.
That has prompted anger by some veterans, who see it as 
setback despite recent progress the government has made 
in how it treats vets with other-than-honorable discharges, 
known as “bad paper.”
In July, the VA began providing urgent mental health care to 
veterans with other-than-honorable discharges -- aid that pre-
viously wasn’t available. The following month, the Defense 
Department issued a sweeping policy change to afford more 
leeway to veterans seeking upgrades to their other-than-hon-
orable discharges.

Veterans with ‘Bad Paper’ 
Won’t Get New VA ID Cards
Submitted by George Puzio 
As reported in Military.com

Veterans Poised to get 2 percent 
Payout Raise on Dec. 1 
From Stars and Stripes
Military veterans could see their payouts increased 
by 2 percent later this year – one of the biggest gains 
in at least six years – under legislation slated for 
presidential approval next week.The plan, the Veter-
ans’ Compensation COLA Act of 2017, would boost 
cost-of-living payments and could be reflected in the 
recipient’s January checks. 
Read entire article here: http://tinyurl.com/yc2477at
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According to an October 23 Military.com post by 
Matthew Cox, “for many years the story of Mike’s 
heroism has gone untold, but today we gather to tell 
the world of his valor and proudly present him with 
our nation’s highest military honor,” the President told 
an audience, which included nine surviving Medal of 
Honor recipients
Read more here: http://tinyurl.com/y8g28vjr

Vietnam Medic Receives MOH
As reported in WebWeekly

VVA Calls for Passage of  Bill to 
Repeal Amendments to Controlled 
Substance Act and to Ensure Access to 
Effective Pain Treatments
As reported in WebWeekly

“Vietnam Veterans of America strongly urges pas-
sage of Senate Bill 1960, cosponsored by Sen. Claire 
McCaskill (D-MO) and Sen. Joe Manchin III (D-WV), 
which would repeal the amendments made to the Con-
trolled Substances Act by the Ensuring Patient Access 
and Effective Drug Enforcement Act of 2016,” said 
John Rowan, National President of VVA “The opioid 
epidemic confronting America is a growing public 
health crisis from which none of us are immune. The 
impact of this epidemic is felt by veterans and their 
families across the country. The Drug Enforcement 
Agency is one of our first lines of defense against this 
all-consuming disease. The DEA must be permitted to 
enhance its law-enforcement efforts to fight the opioid 
epidemic and prosecute those responsible for fueling 
it,” said Rowan. Read more:tinyurl.com/y7t87no5

Lawmakers Unveil Planned VA 
Health Reforms. Department 
Leaders Want More
As reported in WebWeekly
House lawmakers are looking to dramatically increase 
the number of veterans who can seek medical care 
outside the Veterans Affairs system, but department 
officials want them to go even further. They’re arguing 
in favor of an even more radical shift in traditional 
veterans’ medical care, opening community care op-
tions to nearly any veteran and allowing free walk-in 
care at local doctor’s offices for routine appointments.

“We don’t believe there should be strict mileage crite-
ria or wait time criteria,” Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
David Shulkin told members of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee on Tuesday. “These are going to be 
individual clinical decisions based on feasibility and 
access.”Shulkin’s plan — the new Coordinated Access 
& Rewarding Experiences (CARE) Act — has already 
received criticism from federal unions for shifting too 
many department responsibilities and funds to pri-
vate-sector practices. Last week, those critics labeled 
the plan a full “voucherizing” of veterans’ care.

Shulkin, himself a practicing physician along with 
his Cabinet role, has repeatedly insisted the sweeping 
overhaul does not amount to diminishing or privatiz-
ing VA health care but instead, simplifying and mod-
ernizing the overburdened system. “Having a veteran 
drive 100 miles for a blood test or flu shot doesn’t 
make sense,” he said Tuesday. “We’re trying to model 
VA after how medicine is practiced across America 
today.” It’s also in keeping with U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s repeated promises to free up veterans to see 
doctors in their neighborhoods instead of requiring 
them to get their free health care directly from VA 
clinics and hospitals.

The CARE plan and a similar slate of VA health care 
reforms unveiled by the committee on Tuesday would 
consolidate a host of community care initiatives into 
a single, more flexible program with a single funding 
source. Read article here: http://tinyurl.com/ybxd8y7v
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Veteran Habitat Build..July 11-15..
Fredericksburg, VA 
Sponsored by Greater 
Fredericksburg HFHf
By Colleen Hauser, AVVA, Chapter 415

Consumer Bureau Loses Fight to 
Allow More Class-action Suits
From the New York Times

Senate Republicans voted on Tuesday to strike down 
a sweeping new rule that would have allowed millions 
of Americans to band together in class-action lawsuits 
against financial institutions.

The overturning of the rule, with Vice President Mike 
Pence breaking a 50-to-50 tie, will further loosen 
regulation of Wall Street as the Trump administration 
and Republicans move to roll back Obama-era poli-
cies enacted in the wake of the 2008 economic crisis. 
By defeating the rule, Republicans are dismantling 
a major effort of the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, the watchdog created by Congress in the af-
termath of the mortgage mess.

The rule, five years in the making, would have dealt 
a serious blow to financial firms, potentially exposing 
them to a flood of costly lawsuits over questionable 
business practices.

For decades, credit card companies and banks have 
inserted arbitration clauses into the fine print of finan-
cial contracts to circumvent the courts and bar people 
from pooling their resources in class-action lawsuits. 
By forcing people into private arbitration, the clauses 
effectively take away one of the few tools that indi-
viduals have to fight predatory and deceptive business 
practices. Arbitration clauses have derailed claims 
of financial gouging, discrimination in car sales and 
unfair fees.
Read entire article here: http://tinyurl.com/y8vz34pm

Blue Water Navy Vets Foiled Again
House Committee Tables H.R. 299
From Vietnam Veterans of America

 “We, at Vietnam Veterans of America, felt a crushing 
blow of disappointment when H.R. 299, legislation 
designed to restore eligibility for VA health care and 
disability compensation for some 90,000 Blue Wa-
ter Navy veterans, was put on hold yesterday in the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,” said John Row-
an, National President of Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica.“We maintain that the service of sailors and other 
personnel in Yankee and Dixie Stations should be
equated with the service of boots-on-the-ground 
troops in Vietnam,” said Rowan. “While we appreciate
the ‘pay-for’ rules Congress imposed on itself, we 
have long opposed any effort to take funding from
one veterans program to pay for another.”
Read entire article here: http://tinyurl.com/ycbtqmw3
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Veterans and Families Invited
It will be at Wilmington University in New Castle, DE - about a 75 minute drive from the Lehigh Valley.
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The students of Warren County Technical School in New Jersey would like to show their appreciation for your 
sacrifices.  A program on Friday, November 17 from 7:45 to 12:30 is designed to do just that.  Details on the 
following 2 pages
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Please Join Us! 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 7:30pm 

Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall—Bethlehem Campus 
Northampton Community College 

FREE PUBLIC LECTURE by Phil Klay 
Award-Winning Author and U.S. Marine Corps Veteran 

Phil Klay is an American writer and former U. S. Marine Corps 
Officer who won the National Book Award for fiction in 2014 
for his first book-length publication, a collection of short stories: 
Redeployment. 

“It’s the best thing written so far on what the war did to people’s 
souls.”      New York Times Book Review 

QUESTIONS? Call 610-861-5088 

VETERANS  DAY CELEBRATION 
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Special Bulletin 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Pennsylvania State Council 

A Congressionally Chartered Veterans Service Organization 

Memorandum 
 

Date:  September 1, 2017 
 

From:  Kerwin Stone, President VVA Chapter 292 and VP Texas State Coucil 
  and VVA National Director At-Large 
    
To:  VVA Chapters Across the United States 
 
Re:  Hurricane Harvey Relief 
 
 
Vietnam Veterans Texas State Council is undertaking a relief effort.  The storm has been nothing 
less than devastating!  We have received a number of inquires asking how can our brothers be of help.  
This is what we have decided.  It will take a few more days before victims can realistically assess what 
their actual damage is.  Many relief organizations are here already covering some of those initial needs. 
 
Until we can get a better handle on what we actually need, we will be accepting monetary donations at 
this time.  For the purpose of expediency, please make checks out to my VVA Chapter 292 
 

Vietnam Veterans Chapter 292 
Post Office Box 1071 

Beaumont, Texas  77704-1071 
 
Only I and my Treasurer have keys to the PO Box.   You can contact me directly at KStone@vva.org or 
on my cell at (409)363-3891.  Please note that Beaumont is still flooded but we will be able to get a good 
start on this relief. 
 
My chapter has had experience in mounting relief efforts for VVA Chapters in distress and we will be 
good stewards of  any and all donations, no matter the amount. 
 
 

Please note that President Haberkorn received this memorandum today and is distributing the information to all VVA Chapters in 
the Commonwealth because of the inquiries that have been received at the PASC level to help our brothers and sisters in the Great 
State of Texas.  More information will be forthcoming as it is received.   
           Newsletter Editor:  George Puzio 



 

Pocono Township Parks & Recreation and The Friendly Community Center presents: 
VETERAN’S DAY ART EXHIBITION - Veteran’s Day Weekend 2017  

Pocono Heritage Center at Mountain View Park, Tannersville 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The show will is scheduled for the weekend of Veteran’s Day with an opening reception on Friday, November 
10th from 6-8 pm. All mediums of art (paintings, photo, sculpture, etc.) will be featured. Commission for any 
artwork sold will be 25% and proceeds will support the local American Legion Post 903 to help maintain the 
Tannersville War Memorial located at Rt.611 and 715.  

OPEN HOUSE RECEPTION:   
Thursday, November 9th from 4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Light refreshments 
Live music performed by Veteran Pieter Holland, Army Ranger in Vietnam 
http://www.pieterholland.com 
 

 

EXHIBITION HOURS:  
Friday, Nov 10TH from 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
Saturday & Sunday, Nov 11TH & 12TH from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 

SPECIAL APPEARANCE…The Freedom Express, Honoring our Veterans with a one of a kind display of 
personalized veteran memorabilia. Be prepared to be moved by this emotional tribute to the men and women 
who bravely served to protect our beloved USA. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tours of the Learn Legacy Room will also be provided by the Pocono Jackson Township Historical Society 


