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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
June 27-28: PA State Council dates at 
the Ramada Inn in State College.
July 2: Chapter 415 General Member-
ship Meeting at 7 p.m. (Banko Center)
July 17-18: Phillipsburg Old Town 
Festival; We need members to man the 
booth on both days. Details will be 
discussed at the July meeting
July 21-25:Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica National Convention in Spring" eld, 
Illinois. Chapter 415 is authorized up 
to four delegates. ! e Hilton will host.
August 13-17: Traveling Vietnam Wall 
in Bath; Moore Township Recreational 
Fields.
August 15: Valor Motorcycle Run -Be-
gin at Pocono Mountain Harley and 
ending at the American Legion Post 
927 in Gilbert, PA (You don’t need a 
MC to paricipate).
Sept 19: Chapter 415 Agent Orange 
Town Hall Meeting at Northampton 
County Community College. (Please 
register on-line)
Oct 3: Chapter 415 ! ird Annual Pic-
nic; Fairview Park at Mine Lane Road 
and Fairview Avenue.

House Passes Vets’ Bills

New VA Claims Submission 
Procedure Could Leave ! ousands 
of Veterans Without Bene" ts
From VFW.org

According to a May 20 Military Times article by Leo Shane III, House 
lawmakers passed a legislative slate of veteran-themed measures on May 18, 
including a new accountability bill for Veterans A# airs Department employees and 
one that would o# er new ID cards for any honorably discharged service member. 
! e moves, just days before the Memorial Day holiday, received unanimous 
bipartisan support, illustrating how veterans’ issues has become one of the few 
noncontentious topics in the chamber.

! e new accountability bill, sponsored by Rep. Ryan Costello, R-Pa., would 
require VA o$  cials to maintain all written reprimands and punishments that 
employees receive as long as they work for the department.

Full article can be read at http://tinyurl.com/pjzlb5r.

We’re not letting the VA get away with a new all-or-nothing claims procedure. 
Along with the Disabled American Veterans, the VFW " led a joint lawsuit this 
week to " ght it 

! e VA hopes to mandate the use of a standardized form that the VFW 
believes will make it harder for some veterans to " le—and lead to denied claims 
and thousands of veterans left without bene" ts.

! e change means the VA will no longer accept informal written claims that 
indicate a formal claim will be " led within the year. If approved, claims of this 
nature have traditionally been backdated to the day of the initial informal claim 
noti" cation.

! e press release can be read here: http://tinyurl.com/poonda7.
! e lawsuit can be read here (86 pages):  http://tinyurl.com/pgpxxee
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Army Heritage Museum and War College in Carlisle
Submitted by George Puzio, Chapter 415

 A few pics from the Army Heritage Museum and War College in Carlisle.  ! ere was about a 1/2 mile loop with armor 
exhibits and indoor exhibits showing the evolution of the U. S. Army.  Combat uniforms, medals, ri% es and many displays 
from famous leaders were all on display.

In addition, there were animals being groomed for service-training (PTSD, etc.) walking around entertaining spectators.

Memorial Day Parade in Bethlehem
Submitted by George Puzio, Chapter 415

Several Pics of the Memorial Day Parade in Bethlehem yesterday!  ! e staging area was Liberty High School and ended at 
the Memorial Cemetery also in Bethlehem.  Although Chapter 415’s group of marchers was small, it marked the " rst time in 
the history of the parade that Vietnam Veterans, Chapter 415 participated in the parade and the ceremony.

Pictured are Rich Sam, our banner, and the ending ceremony marked with patriotic speeches, music from the various 
bands, a " ring squad salute and taps.
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Richard, (my husband), never 
really talked a lot about his time 
in Viet Nam, other than he had 
been shot by a sniper. However, 
he had a rather grainy, 8 x 10 
black and white photo he had 
taken at a USO show of Ann 
Margret with Bob Hope in the 
background that was one of his 
treasures. 

  
A few years ago, Ann 

Margaret was doing a book 
signing at a local bookstore. Richard wanted to see if he could 
get her to  

Sign the treasured photo so he arrived at the bookstore at 
12 o’clock for the 7:30 signing. 

  
When I got there after work, the line went all the 

way around the bookstore, circled the parking lot, and 
disappeared behind a parking garage. Before her appearance, 
bookstore employees announced that she would sign only her 
book and no memorabilia would be permitted.  

Richard was disappointed, but wanted to show her the 
photo and let her know how much those shows meant to 
lonely GI’s so far from home.. Ann Margaret came out 
looking as beautiful as ever and, as second in line, it was soon 
Richard’s turn. 

  
He presented the book for her signature and then took 

out the photo. When he did, there were many shouts from 
the employees that she would not sign it. Richard said, “I 
understand. I just wanted her to see it.” 

  
She took one look at the photo, tears welled up in her eyes 

and she said, “! is is one of my gentlemen from Viet Nam 
and I most certainly will sign his photo. I know what these 
men did for their country and I always have time for ‘my 
gentlemen.’’ 

With  that, she pulled Richard across the table and 
planted a big kiss on him.  She then made quite a to-do about 
the bravery of the young men she met over the years, how 
much she admired them, and how much she appreciated 
them. ! ere weren’t too many dry eyes among those close 
enough to hear.  She then posed for pictures and acted as if he 
were the only one there. 

  
! at night was a turning point for him. He walked a little 

straighter and, for the " rst time in years, was proud to have 
been a Vet. I’ll never forget Ann Margret for her graciousness 

and how much that small act of kindness meant to my 
husband.  

  
Later at dinner, Richard was very quiet. When I asked 

if he’d like to talk about it, my big, strong husband broke 
down in tears.. ‘’! at’s the " rst time anyone ever thanked me 
for my time in the Army,’’ he said. 

  
  I now make it a point to say ‘! ank you’ to every person 

I come across who served in our Armed Forces. Freedom 
does not come cheap and I am grateful for all those who 
have served their country.  

  
If  you’d like to pass on this story, feel free to do 

so. Perhaps it will help others to become aware of how 
important it is to acknowledge the contribution our service 
people make.

A Time Remembered

Virtual Vietnam Wall
Submitted by Walter Buzin, Chapter 415

If you want to " nd the name 
of someone killed in action in 
Vietnam you can use this link 
(Vietnam War Casualties Listed 
by Home of Record - http://www.
virtualwall.org/iStates.htm.)

Using CAPWIZ
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski, Chapter 415

You can use this site to " nd out what legislative issues are 
highlighted by the VVA: http://capwiz.com/vva/issues/. It has 
extensive links to other elements of interest to VVA.

Reversing a long-held position, the Department of 
Veterans A# airs now says Air Force reservists who became ill 
after being exposed to Agent Orange residue while working 
on planes after the Vietnam War should be eligible for 
disability bene" ts.

! e VA said it has been working to " nalize a rule that 
could cover more than 2,000 military personnel who % ew or 
worked on Fairchild C-123 aircraft in the U.S. from 1972 to 
1982. Many of the Vietnam-era planes, used by the reservists 
for medical and cargo transport, had sprayed millions of 
gallons of herbicide during the 1955-1975 military con% ict in 
Southeast Asia. Read article at http://tinyurl.com/o84bo3k.

VA Moving to Extend Bene" ts 
to Some PA. Air Force Reservists 
Exposed to Agent Orange
From ! e Morning Call
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when 200 acres (0.81 km2) around Arlington Mansion 
(formerly owned by Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee) are o$  cially set aside as a military cemetery by U.S. 
Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton.

• Jun 22 1944 – President Roosevelt signed into law the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, commonly 
known as the GI Bill of Rights.

• Jun 25 1876 – Custer & 7th Cavalry 
wiped out by Sioux & Cheyenne at Battle 
of Little Big Horn. Casualties and losses: 
US 323 - Indians 138 Est.
• Jun 25 1948 – Cold War: ! e 
Western allies begin an airlift to Berlin 
after the Soviet Union blockades West 
Berlin.
• Jun 25 1950 – Korean War: Con% ict 
begins with the invasion of South Korea 
by North Korea.
• Jun 26 1917 – WWI: ! e " rst U.S. 

troops arrive in France to " ght alongside 
Britain and France against Germany

• Jun 26 1993 – ! e U.S. launches a missile attack targeting 
Baghdad intelligence headquarters in retaliation for a 
thwarted assassination attempt against former President 
George H.W. Bush in April in Kuwait.

• Jun 27 1950 – Korean War: North Koreans troop reach 
Seoul, UN asks members to aid South Korea, Truman 
orders Air Force & Navy into Korean con% ict.

• Jun 28 1919 – WWI: ! e Treaty of Versailles is signed in 
Paris, bringing " ghting to an end in between Germany 
and the Allies of World War I.

• Jun 28 1950 – Korean War: Seoul is captured by North 
Korean troops. Packed with its own refugees % eeing Seoul 
and leaving their 5th Division stranded, South Korean 
forces blow up the Hangang Bridge to in attempt to slow 
North Korea’s o# ensive.

• Jun 28 1965 – Vietnam: 1st U.S. ground combat forces 
authorized by Pres Johnson

• Jun 29 1776 – America Revolution: First privateer battle 
of the War fought at Turtle Gut Inlet near Cape May, New 
Jersey

• Jun 29 1943 – WW2: Germany begins withdrawing 
U-boats from North Atlantic in anticipation of the Allied 
invasion of Europe

• Jun 29 1966 – Vietnam: U.S. planes bomb Hanoi & 
Haiphong for 1st time

• Jun 30 1944 – WW2: ! e Battle of Cherbourg ends 
with the fall of the strategically valuable port to American 
forces. Casualties and losses: US 22,000 - GER 28,000.

Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 3 June
(A sample of the signifi cant events in U.S. Military History)

• Jun 01 1813 – James Lawrence, the mortally–wounded 
commander of the USS Chesapeake, gives his " nal order: 
“Don’t give up the ship!”

• Jun 04 1939 – Holocaust: ! e MS St. Louis, a ship 
carrying 963 Jewish refugees, is denied permission to land 
in Florida, in the United States, after already being turned 
away from Cuba. Forced to return to Europe, more than 
200 of its passengers later die in Nazi 
concentration camps.

• Jun 04 1940 – WW2: ! e Dunkirk 
evacuation ends - British forces 
complete evacuation of 338,000 troops 
from Dunkirk in France. To rally 
the morale of the country, Winston 
Churchill delivers his famous “We shall 
" ght on the beaches” speech.

• Jun 05 1917 – WWI: Conscription 
begins in the United States as “Army 
registration day”. Ten million U.S. men 
begin registering for draft.

• Jun 06 1942 – WW2: Battle of Midway. U.S. Navy dive 
bombers sink the Japanese cruiser Mikuma and four 
Japanese carriers.

• Jun 06 1944 – WW2: Battle of Normandy begins. D–
Day, code named Operation Overlord, commences with 
the landing of 155,000 Allied troops on the beaches of 
Normandy in France. ! e allied soldiers quickly break 
through the Atlantic Wall and push inland in the largest 
amphibious military operation in history.

• Jun 07 1965 – Vietnam: US troops ordered to " ght 
o# ensively.

• Jun 08 1972 – Vietnam: Associated Press photographer 
Nick Ut takes his Pulitzer Prize–winning photo of a naked 
9–year–old Phan ! i Kim Phúc running down a road after 
being burned by napalm.

• Jun 11 1862 – Civil War: Stonewall Jackson concludes his 
successful Shenandoah Valley Campaign with a victory in 
the Battle of Port Republic; his tactics during the campaign 
are now studied by militaries around the world.

• Jun 12 1944 – WW2: American paratroopers of the 101st 
Airborne Division secure the town of Carentan, France.

• Jun 12 1970 – After being appointed on May 15, Anna 
Mae Hays and Elizabeth P. Hoisington o$  cially receive 
their ranks as U.S. Army Generals, becoming the " rst 
females to do so.

• Jun 14 1775 – American Revolution: ! e U.S. Army is 
founded when the Continental Congress authorizes the 
muster of troops.

• Jun 15 1864 – Arlington National Cemetery is established 



 

 

 

 

We are looking for all Veterans who served during the Vietnam Era 

Membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty 
(for other than training purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961, and 

May 7, 1975, or in any duty location between August 5, 1964, and May 7, 1975. 

 
 

ATTENTION New members and new life members: 

You must submit a copy of your DD- 214 form along with this application and dues payment. 
 
 

Name:_____________________________________________     Date of Birth: _____________________ 
 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:____________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:__________________ 
 
Home Phone:________________________________  Cell Phone:_______________________________ 
 
Email Address:_________________________________________    Gender:  ______________________ 
 
 
(OPTIONAL) Chapter Number:______________________ Sponsor: _______________________________________ 
 

 I am already a VVA member and want to become a Life Member.   My VVA member number is _______________ 
 

Type of Membership:                                                                                       Life Membership: 
 

  Individual Member   1yr:    $20  Age 56-60yrs:    $200 
     

  Individual Member  3yrs:   $50  AGE 61-65yrs    $175 
     

    Age 66-71yrs:    $150 

  Life Member Time Payment Plan:     

          $50 down, $25/mo. until  paid in full  Age 72+ :           $100 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Payment Method: Check           Money Order  Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover) 

 
Credit Card Number: ______________________________________ Exp. Date: _______________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Return your completed application,  
payment, and a copy of your DD-214 to: 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America  
PO Box 64299 ∙ Baltimore · MD · 21264                                                                                                       

 
 
 

Add Local Chapter information here 

 

Please note: ! e chapter number of 415 must be entered on any application 
or the person will end up as an At-Large member.   
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Annual Member Dues:  (Choose either 1 year member or 3 year member)

1 year:  $20.00  3 Year:  $50.00 (saves $10)  

Life Member Options:  (Check all that apply)   

NOTE:  Paying less than $250.00 requires proof of age 

Paid in Full  Payment Plan: requires $50 down, and $25 per month until paid in full.

 Age 49 years and under   $250  Age 50 to 55 years          $225 
 Age 56 to 60 years           $200  Age 61 to 65 years          $175 
 Age 66 to 71 years           $150  Age 72 years and over    $100 

DO NOT SEND CASH 

Payment Method 
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Revised: 10/2013                                                         F-Mem07.01 

Join State:  Chapter:  At-Large?   
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New Member?  Renewal?  ���#����"��!��	�%	��

Name: Sex:  M  F

Address: ������!�&������ �

City:  State:  Zip: 

Phone (Home)  Phone (Cell) 

Emails (please print clearly) 
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Make your check or Money Order Payable to AVVA 
Mail to:   Monument Bank – AVVA Lock Box | 8602 Colesville Rd     

Silver Spring, MD 20910 


