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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
Monthly chapter meeting: First 
Thursday of  the month
April 22, 2016 - US Navy Band and 
Chorus, tix available Mar 7, free admis-
sion, more info to come.

Banko Meeting Facility Has Moved

 Across the United States, towns have honored their soldiers and fallen 
soldiers in different ways – sometimes small or sometimes with large 
monuments. They are permanent markers in towns across the country that only 
locals know of  but wandering tourists could easily miss.

We at Stars and Stripes want to document these memorials across the 
country, and to do so we created an interactive map. Unfortunately, Stars and 
Stripes can’t get to them all, so we are enlisting the help of  our readers to supply 
us with images (and the exact location) of  their local veteran memorials.

You can read the entire article here:
http://www.stripes.com/we-re-looking-for-pictures-of-your-hometown-

veterans-memorials-1.380519

We’re Looking for Pictures of  Your Hometown 
Veterans Memorials
Originally posted in Stars and Stripes

The address for the new meeting room for Chapter 415 is:
Lehigh Valley Hospital - Muhlenberg
2545 Schoenersville Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18017
To find the mew meeting room go through the main entrance and immediately 
turn left and go to the far room.

Tom Roney generated a report on the results of  the survey at the Agent 
Orange Town Hall meeting. The report is on our chapter’s website here:
http://www.vva415.org/#!documents/c15s2

Agent Orange Town Hall Survey Results
Submitted by Tom Roney, VVA 415 Member

Chapter 415 Members Visit Graterford Prison
Submitted by Colleen Hauser, VVA 415 Member
Members of  the 415th and Fleet Reserve attended  the 33rd Annual Veterans 
Day Celebration at the invitation of  Graterford’s 466 VVA chapter The program 
featured special speaker, Senator Daylin B. Leach and was concluded with 
memorial roll call by the Graterford 466 vet members.
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Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Need Your Help

Application For Dependency And 
Indemnity Compensation, Death 
Pension And Accrued Benefits By A 
Surviving Spouse Or Child 
Submitted by Ron Titus, VVA Member

We Need Your Help on a 
Special Project

The regulations that the VA 
needs to write regarding Blue 
Water Navy veterans due to the 
Gray v. McDonald have been 
or soon will be delivered to the 
White House for approval. We 
don’t know what it says, but 
we do know the VA is always 

inclined to inflate cost figures. What we need to do is send 
hundreds of  letters to the White House asking that they 
move forward with the VA regulations. I believe that after 
they get White House approval, VA may bring John Wells 
back into the picture to review things before they release the 
new Regulations.

Please go to the link below and send a note to the White 
House so they know there are people out here in the real 
world who care about this issue! Send it directly to the 
President. An example of  what you might say is included. 
Use as is or modify as you see fit.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

“I have heard that the VA is working on a regulation to 
help Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans who have diseases 
caused by Agent Orange. Please support these new VA 
regulations. Blue Water Navy vets lost their presumption of  
exposure to Agent Orange in 2002 after it was granted to 
them by the Agent Orange Act of  1991. Tens of  thousands 
of  veterans deserve their earned benefits. It shouldn’t matter 
what the cost is; these are American lives we are talking 
about! Please ask the VA to restore these benefits.”

VA FORM 21-534 is used for indemnity compensation, 
death benefit and accrued benefits for a surviving spouse or 
child.

A copy of  it can be found here:
http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21-534-ARE.pdf

There is an informative article on “No veteran dies alone” 
in the following newsletter. Please take a few moments to 
check it out.
http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21-534-ARE.pdf

No Veteran Dies Alone
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA 415 Member

Homeless Veterans Number 
Decreased Only Slightly Last Year
From militarytimes.com

Government-wide efforts to help homeless veterans 
pulled about 2,000 individuals off  the streets from 2014 to 
2015, according to new estimates released this week by the 
Department of  Housing and Urban Development.

White House officials spun that statistic as continuing a 
five-year decline in homeless veterans numbers, proof  that 
they’re making progress on the problem. President Obama 
this week praised government efforts as helping “tens of  
thousands of  our veterans get off  the streets.”

The complete article can be read here:
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/veterans/2015/11/13/
homeless-veterans-small-drop-2014/75699944/

Interesting Stuff  
Trivia to Amuse and Entertain

• Foxes sometimes nip at the heals of  cattle so the 
stomping of  the cattle makes mice and other rodents 
come out of  the ground, for the fox to eat.

• On April 2, 1872, Victoria Woodhull became the first 
woman candidate for the U.S. presidency.

• The mandrill baboon has a red nose, blue cheeks, and 
an orange beard!

• Flying fish actually glide on wind currents above the 
surface of  the water, sometimes up to 20 feet above 
the surface.

• Windmills always turn counter-clockwise, unless 
they’re in Ireland.

• The oldest business in the United States of  America 
is the cymbal company Zildjian which was founded in 
Constantinople in 1623

• Texas horned toads can shoot blood out of  the 
corners of  their eyes.

• The five most stolen items in a drugstore are batteries, 
cosmetics, film, sunglasses, and, get this, Preparation 
H. Apparently people are just too embarrassed to 
purchase the last item.

• The longest conga to this date included 119,986 
people.
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My Heart on the Line
Submitted by Jo Roseberry, VVA 415 Member

My Heart on the Line 
by Frank Schaeffer of  the Washington Post

Before my son became a Marine, I never thought much about 
who was defending me. Now when I read of  the war on 
terrorism or the coming conflict in Iraq, it cuts to my heart. 
When I see a picture of  a member of  our military who has 
been killed, I read his or her name very carefully. Sometimes 
I cry.

In 1999, when the barrel-chested Marine recruiter showed up 
in dress blues and bedazzled my son John, I did not stand in 
the way. John was headstrong, and he seemed to understand 
these stern, clean men with straight backs and flawless 
uniforms. I did not. I live in the Volvo-driving, higher 
education-worshiping North Shore of  Boston. I write novels 
for a living. I have never served in the military.

It had been hard enough sending my two older children off  
to Georgetown and New York University. John’s enlisting 
was unexpected, so deeply unsettling. I did not relish the 
prospect of  answering the question, “So where is John going 
to college?” from the parents who were itching to tell me all 
about how their son or daughter was going to Harvard. At 
the private high school John attended, no other students were 
going into the military.

“But aren’t the Marines terribly Southern?” asked one 
perplexed mother while standing next to me at the brunch 
following graduation. “What a waste, he was such a good 
student,” said another parent. One parent (a professor at a 
nearby and rather famous university) spoke up at a school 
meeting and suggested that the school should “carefully 
evaluate what went wrong.”

When John graduated from three months of  boot camp on 
Parris Island, 3000 parents and friends were on the parade 
deck stands. We parents and our Marines not only were of  
many races but also were representative of  many economic 
classes. Many were poor. Some arrived crammed in the backs 
of  pickups, others by bus. John told me that a lot of  parents 
could not afford the trip.

We in the audience were white and Native American. We 
were Hispanic, Arab, and African American, and Asian. We 
were former Marines wearing the scars of  battle, or at least 
baseball caps emblazoned with battles’ names. We were 

Southern whites from Nashville and skinheads from New 
Jersey, black kids from Cleveland wearing ghetto rags and 
white ex-cons with ham-hock forearms defaced by jailhouse 
tattoos. We would not have been mistaken for the educated 
and well-heeled parents gathered on the lawns of  John’s 
private school a half-year before.

After graduation one new Marine told John, “Before I was a 
Marine, if  I had ever seen you on my block I would’ve 
probably killed you just because you were standing there.” 
This was a serious statement from one of  John’s good 
friends, a black ex-gang member from Detroit who, as John 
said, “would die for me now, just like I’d die for him.”

My son has connected me to my country in a way that I was 
too selfish and insular to experience before. I feel closer to 
the waitress at our local diner than to some of  my oldest 
friends. She has two sons in the Corps. They are facing the 
same dangers as my boy. When the guy who fixes my car 
asks me how John is doing, I know he means it. His younger 
brother is in the Navy.

Why were I and the other parents at my son’s private school 
so surprised by his choice? During World War II, the sons 
and daughters of  the most powerful and educated families 
did their bit. 

If  the idea of  the immorality of  the Vietnam War was the 
only reason those lucky enough to go to college dodged the 
draft, why did we not encourage our children to volunteer for 
military service once that war was done?

Have we wealthy and educated Americans all become 
pacifists? 

Is the world a safe place? Or have we just gotten used to 
having somebody else defend us? What is the future of  our 
democracy when the sons and daughters of  the janitors at 
our elite universities are far more likely to be put in harm’s 
way than are any of  the students whose dorms their parents 
clean?

I feel shame because it took my son’s joining the Marine 
Corps to make me take notice of  who is defending me. I feel 
hope because perhaps my son is part of  a future “greatest 
generation.” As the storm clouds of  war gather, at least I 
know that I can look the men and women in uniform in the 
eye. My son is one of  them. He is the best I have to offer. He 
is my heart.
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VA Loosens Rules For Referrals To 
Private Doctors In Effort To Expand 
Access To Care
Reprinted from Washington Times

The Department of  Veterans Affairs, under pressure 
to expand veterans’ access to private doctors outside its 
understaffed medical system, announced new rules Tuesday 
to expand the number of  patients who are eligible under the 
Veterans Choice Program.

The agency said its staff  has now been given broader 
flexibility to determine if  a veteran can be referred to a 
private clinic or doctor’s office. For example, if  a patient 
faces an “undue burden” getting to treatment at a VA medical 
center, he or she can be referred outside the system. These 
burdens include geographic barriers, environmental factors, 
severe medical conditions or a need for frequent care, such 
as chemotherapy or tests that can be done quickly closer to 
home, officials said.
The entire article can be viewed here:  
http://tinyurl.com/jlrz754

US Government Finally Admits Agent 
Orange Poisoned Troops
Reprinted from AntiMedia, Carey Wedler

 Decades after the Vietnam War, the Department of  
Veterans Affairs acknowledged last week that Monsanto’s 
Agent Orange—a dangerous herbicide sprayed over 4.5 
million acres across Vietnam during the  conflict—is 
responsible for health ailments in a group of  as many as 
2,100 veterans. It had previously denied such allegations.

The United States government will pay out $45 million 
in disability benefits over ten years to compensate Air Force 
reservists and active-duty forces who were exposed to Agent 
Orange left over from the Vietnam War. The exposure came 
from residue on Fairchild C-123 aircraft, which were used 
to spray millions of  gallons of  the chemical, and, evidently, 
affected soldiers in the United States who later handled the 
planes from 1969-1986. According to ABC, the VA’s decision 
to compensate the 2,100 veterans follows a January Institute 
of  Medicine study that found “some C-123 reservists 
stationed in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts had been 
exposed to Agent Orange residues in the planes and suffered 
higher risks of  health problems as a result.”

Further, “the VA said it subsequently determined that 
pilots, mechanics and medical personnel who served at seven 
other locations in the U.S. and abroad also were potentially 
affected – Florida, Virginia, and Arizona, as well as Taiwan, 
Panama, South Korea and the Philippines.”



January 2016 - Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 415           5

• Jan 01 1945 – WW2: In Operation Bodenplatte, German 
planes attack American forward air bases in Europe. This 
is the last major offensive of  the Luftwaffe.

• Jan 02 1942 – WW2: In the Philippines, the city of  
Manila and the U.S. Naval base at Cavite fall to Japanese 
forces.

• Jan 02 1963 - Vietnam: The Viet Cong wins its first 
major victory in the Battle of  Ap Bac.

• Jan 02 1966 – Vietnam: American forces move into the 
Mekong Delta for the first time.

• Jan 03 1945 – WW2: Admiral Chester W 
Nimitz is placed in command of  all U.S. 
Naval forces in preparation for planned 
assaults against Iwo Jima, Okinawa and 
Japan.

• Jan 04 1989 – Second Gulf  of  Sidra 
incident: a pair of  Libyan MiG-23 
“Floggers” are shot down by a pair of  US 
Navy F-14 Tomcats during an air-to-air 
confrontation.

• Jan 05 1942 – WW2: U.S. and Filipino troops complete 
their withdrawal to a new defensive line along the base of  
the Bataan peninsula.

• Jan 06 1941 – WW2: President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
asks Congress to support the Lend–lease Bill to help 
supply the Allies.

• Jan 06, 1975 – Vietnam: Battle of  Phuoc Long - Phuoc 
Binh falls to the North Vietnamese. 

• Jan 08 1967 – Vietnam: Operation Cedar Falls . Over 
16,000 U.S. and 14,000 Vietnamese troops start their 
biggest attack on the Iron Triangle, northwest of  Saigon. 

• Jan 07 1975 – Vietnam: Vietnamese troops take Phuoc 
Binh in new full–scale offensive.

• Jan 11 1940 – Benjamin O. Davis, Sr., becomes the U.S. 
Army’s first black general, his son would later become a 
general as well.

• Jan 12 1991 – Gulf  War: An act of  the U.S. Congress 
authorizes the use of  military force to drive Iraq out of  
Kuwait.

• Jan 12 1962 – Vietnam: Operation Chopper, the first 
American combat mission in the war, takes place. 

• Jan 12 1962 – Vietnam: Operation Ranch Hand initiated 
which lasted until 1972. It involved spraying an estimated 
20 million gallons of  defoliants and herbicides over rural 
areas of  South Vietnam in an attempt to deprive the 
Vietnamese people of  food and vegetation cover.

• Jan 12 1991 – Gulf  War: An act of  the U.S. Congress 
authorizes the use of  military force to drive Iraq out of  

Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 31 January
(A sample of the significant events in U.S. Military History)

Kuwait.
• Jan 13 1968 – Vietnam: U.S. reports shifting most air 

targets from North Vietnam to Laos.
• Jan 15 1865 – Civil War: Fort Fisher North Carolina falls 

to the Union, thus cutting off  the last major seaport of  
the Confederacy. 

• Jan 15 1973 – Vietnam: Citing progress in peace 
negotiations, President Richard Nixon announces the 
suspension of  offensive action in North Vietnam.

• Jan 08 1815 – War of  1812: Battle 
of  New Orleans – A rag–tag army under 
Andrew Jackson defeats the British on the 
fields of  Chalmette in the Battle of  New 
Orleans. Casualties and losses: US 333 - 
UK 2,459.
• Jan 09 1945 – WW2: U.S. troops 
land on Luzon, in the Philippines, 107 
miles from Manila.
• Jan 10 1920 – WWI: The Treaty 
of  Versailles takes effect, officially ending 

World War I.
• Jan 16 1945 – WW2: Adolf  Hitler moves into his 

underground bunker, the so–called Führerbunker.
• Jan 17 1991 – Persian Gulf  War: Allies start Operation 

Desert Storm with air attacks on Iraq. The coalition flew 
over 100,000 sorties dropping 88,500 tons of  bombs.

• Jan 18 1942 – WW2: General MacArthur repels the 
Japanese in Bataan. The United States took the lead in 
the Far East war criminal trials.

• Jan 18 1962 – Vietnam: The United States begins 
spraying foliage with herbicides in South Vietnam, in 
order to reveal the whereabouts of  Vietcong guerrillas.

• Jan 20 1887 – The United States Senate allows the Navy 
to lease Pearl Harbor as a naval base.

• Jan 21 1968 – Vietnam: Siege of  Khe Sanh begins as 
North Vietnamese units surround U.S. Marines based on 
the hilltop headquarters.

• Jan 23 1968 – North Korea seizes the USS Pueblo, 
claiming the ship had violated their territorial waters 
while spying.

• Jan 23 1973 – Vietnam: President Richard Nixon claims 
that Vietnam peace has been reached in Paris and that 
the POWs would be home in 60 days.

• Jan 24 1982 – Vietnam: A draft of  Air Force history 
reports that the U.S. secretly sprayed herbicides on Laos 
during the war.

• Jan 25 1945 – WW2: The Battle of  the Bulge ends. 
• Jan 28 1966 – Vietnam: Operation White Wing, a search 

and destroy mission, begins.


