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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
August 12-13 NorthEastern PA 
Airshow at Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport

PBS Documentary on Vietnam War
From PBS and Ken Howard, VVA

Get an advance look at the film coming to PBS in September; featuring 
interviews with filmmakers, behind-the-scenes footage and exclusive clips from the 
series.

About the Film
Premieres Sunday September 17, 2017 at 8/7c.
In an immersive narrative, Ken Burns and Lynn Novick tell the epic story 

of  the Vietnam War as it has never before been told on film. The Vietnam War 
features testimony from nearly 80 witnesses, including many Americans who fought 
in the war and others who opposed it, as well as Vietnamese combatants and 
civilians from both the winning and losing sides.

PBS Preview 1: http://tinyurl.com/yctr4tec

The Vietnam War
Find out about the creation of  the upcoming series from Ken Burns and Lynn 

Novick, coming to PBS this fall - Sunday, September 17, 2017. #VietnamWarPBS 
PBS Preview 2: http://tinyurl.com/yctr4tec

Request for Help
From Art Villafane, Chapter 415

As many of you may have heard by now (or read the article above this 
one) there is a Ken Burns documentary film of the Vietnam War. It will air 
starting September 17. Our local PBS station is concurrently producing 
a series of podcasts and photo gallery that will travel here in the Lehigh 
Valley. Several Chapter 415 members have volunteered to take part in this 
effort.
We are looking for additional members who would be willing to be in-
terviewed by me at the PBS station in Bethlehem. Any photos you might 
want to share with the public would be most welcome.
Please consider taking part in this production. If you have questions 
please give me a call at 610-400-9322 or email me at art@ciserve.com.
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The Traveling Wall - 2017 Palmer Township

The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall is a smaller scale of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington, DC, 
it stands six feet tall at the center and covers almost 300 feet from end to end. This Traveling Memorial Wall 
stands as a reminder of the great sacrifices made during the Vietnam War. It is made for the purpose of helping 
heal and rekindle friendships and to allow people the opportunity to visit loved ones in their home towns who 
otherwise may not be able to make the trip to Washington, DC.

Photo credits: George Puzio and Art Villafane, Chapter 415
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Vettes for Vets - 2017

Photo credits: Art Villafane, Chapter 415

It was a bright, hot day for this yearly event. Several members of Chapter 415 volunteered to work the chapter’s 
table. We received generous donations from the visitors as well as the event organizers. There were hundreds 
of cars of different marques, but the Corvettes dominated the show. The proud owners displayed their vehiccles 
with obvious pride. Their work and love of their cars was obvious. Chapter 415 volunteers also helped the show 
organizers with various efforts.  
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VetFest 2017 - SteelStacks

Chapter 415’s George Puzio is the one on the left.

Photo credits: George Puzio, Chapter 415

Mike Regrut and Bob Adams working the Fest

VetFest is organized by Nam Knights of the Lehigh Valley. The chapter is bonded by their life experiences. The 
Nam Knights of America Lehigh Valley Chapter are a brotherhood of American Veterans, Law Enforcement 
personnel, plus a few special and dedicated Patriot members who unite to assist veterans, members of law en-
forcement and their families. The Nam Knights find community and camaraderie by helping those in need.
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StandDown - June 2016

AVVA members and master chefs Brenda Shields (left) and Beth Masiado making sandwiches for the homeless.

VVA Chapter 415’s grillmaster, John Shields, 
slaving over a hot grill

VVA Chapter 415’s Mike Regrut (blue cap) joins in a 
sing-a-long at StandDown
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Patriot Guard - In Honor of  Robert Nickol
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The long-promised hotline for veteran complaints was 
officially launched on June 1. The phone line—live now at 
855-948-2311—is designed to “collect, process, and respond 
to the complaints of  individual veterans in a responsive, 
timely, and accountable manner,” according to Department 
of  Veterans Affairs officials.
VA Secretary David Shulkin on Wednesday described the 
initial rollout of  the line as a soft launch, with “live-answer 
agents” receiving and processing some of  the calls. He 
promised that by Aug. 15, the hotline will have continuous 
coverage from a live operator 24 hours a day, every day of  the 
week.
Read the entire article at http://tinyurl.com/ycytzcz5.

White House/VA Hotline Now Operational
from Military Times

Trump to Award His First Medal of Honor
Submitted by Ken Howard, from Tribunist

President Donald Trump will present his first Medal of  Hon-
or in July. The award will acknowledge the valor of  a Vietnam 
vet who repeatedly risked his life to save his fellow soldiers. 
The Medal of  Honor is being presented nearly 50 years after 
Specialist Five James C. McCloughan’s heroic actions.
Specialist Five James C. McCloughan was then a 23-year-
old private first class medic with Company C, 3rd Battalion, 
21st Infantry Regiment during the Battle of  Nui Yon Hill in 
1969. He risked his life 9 separate times back in May of  1969. 
McCloughan is credited with saving ten other soldiers over a 
48 hour period, despite having been shot and taking shrapnel 
from a grenade.
Read the entire article at: http://tinyurl.com/yblhmdlm

VA Obligated to Pay Out-of-Pocket Costs 
for Private, Emergency Medical Care
From VVA Web Weekly

VVA Veterans Benefits Director Kelsey Yoon reports that VA 
has decided to withdraw its appeal in Staab v. Shulkin, per-
mitting the Court of  Appeals for Veterans’ Claims decision 
to hold. This is a significant step forward in ensuring that 
VA-enrolled veterans will be protected from out-of-pocket 
costs when they are forced to use private, emergency medical 
care. Prior to the Staab decision, VA would deny requests for 
reimbursement from veterans for emergency medical ex-
penses, if  they had other insurance that covered a portion of  
the medical bill, but would pay emergency medical expense 
claims for veterans who had no insurance. VA now agrees 
that it is obligated to cover non-VA emergency care costs 
when veterans have other health insurance. VVA believes the 
Court got it right in interpreting Congress’s intent of  having 
VA reimburse a veteran for portion of  expenses not covered 
by a health plan contract. This is a major win for veterans and 
their families. 

(Washington, D.C.)--”It was a bad idea to begin with, un-
workable and essentially uncaring for almost a quarter of  a 
million veterans over the age of  62,” said John Rowan, Na-
tional President of  Vietnam Veterans of  America, referring 
to a provision in the President’s $186.5 billion budget propos-
al for FY18 that would take thousands of  dollars in Individu-
al Unemployability (IU) benefits from the most vulnerable of  
veterans. 
“Now the administration has seen the light and retreated 
from their poorly-reasoned plan.”
 
“Here at VVA, we have been deluged by calls from our mem-
bers,” Rowan said. “They are concerned.  They are scared. 
Some are angry. They fear a personal financial disaster that 
could cost them their house, their savings, their very life.”
 
“The administration’s plan was, in effect, to take from 
Peter to pay for Paul, to eviscerate the IU program to make 
available funds to enhance and expand the so-called Choice 
program, to the tune of  $3.2 billion in FY’18,” noted Rowan.
 
“Just as an avalanche of  calls and e-mails struck all through 
the VSO and MSO community, so too did VVA and our 
fellow organizations send letters and offer firm and focused 
testimony blasting the proposal at a Senate hearing,” Rowan 
said. 
 
“Once the politically astute in the administration recognized 
the folly of  cutting benefits, which could cost certain veterans 
almost $20,000 a year, they reversed field, acknowledging that 
theirs was a non-starter, and that Congress wasn’t going to go 
along with the proposal,” Rowan concluded.
 
Vietnam Veterans of  America (VVA) is the nation’s only 
congressionally chartered veterans service organization dedi-
cated to the needs of  Vietnam-era veterans and their families.  
VVA’s founding principle is “Never again will one generation 
of  veterans abandon another.”
 

Proposed Cuts to Individual 
Unemployability a Non-Starter, 
Administration Acknowledges
Submitted by Gary Powers, Chapter 415
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Veterans Groups: Repeal-
ing Obamacare Will Hurt 
Disabled and Other Vets
from VVA Web Weekly

PTSD and Marriage: 
Advice From Someone 
Who’s Been There
Submitted by Walter Buzin, Chapter 415, from 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Sometimes you may want to give up. Why does 
everything have to be so, so hard? Other times, you 
wish someone would just give you a manual for 
dealing with all aspects of post traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) or Complex PTSD. Wouldn’t it be nice if 
the doctor gave you a handbook when they gave you 
or your spouse the diagnosis of PTSD? Because the 
worst part is that you have no real idea of how this 
new acronym will affect your relationships. However, 
there are a few tips available for you regarding your 
PTSD and marriage.

Your marriage and PTSD
You and your spouse did not elect to have PTSD enter 
your marriage. Although you cannot control what has 
happened to you doesn’t mean that you cannot have 
a stronger marriage. Anyone can search for “PTSD 
and marriage” all over the web, but what they usual-
ly find are a numbers of websites and articles listing 
discouraging divorce statistics. Most of these sites and 
articles are dreadful to read. This is due to the fact that 
they can influence you to lose hope for your relation-
ship.

Although what you read is disheartening for couples 
facing PTSD, you do not have to be a part of these 
statistics at all! I’m not. And my journey with my 
husband who has Complex PTSD (CPSTD) has not 
been easy at all. In fact, our marriage is stronger than 
ever before. There was a point where I did not believe 
that we would make it. Now, don’t get me wrong. I 
was motivated and very hopeful for a long steady time 
after my husband’s diagnosis. Despite overcoming 
challenges and having persistency, more challenges 
developed. After about a year and a half I really lost 
all hope. Then, I ended up becoming extremely de-
pressed. In fact, my psychiatrist diagnosed me with 
major depressive disorder. 
Read the complete article here: 
http://tinyurl.com/ybbe74jt

Several national veterans organizations are warning 
that Republican legislation to repeal Obamacare will 
strip health care from the military veterans who need 
it most, including those who are disabled or struggling 
with mental health issues.

In a letter sent to all 100 senators Tuesday, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, one of the largest nonparti-
san veterans’ groups in the country, denounced the 
“opaque and closed process” of crafting the bill that 
has not allowed them to weigh in on how it would 
impact “catastrophically disabled veterans.”

“Congress can no longer fake listening to these men 
and women,” Carl Blake, the group’s associate execu-
tive editor, said in the letter.

Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/
politics-government/article158505344.html#sto-
rylink=cpy
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Since the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) shamed 
itself in 2014 with a scandal over the coverup of long 
patient wait times, Capitol Hill politicians have de-
manded that the agency accelerate sacking — as if 
that were the main measure of good personnel ad-
ministration. Department leaders joined the call and 
perpetuated the impression that life would be better if 
only more derelicts could be dumped.

Now we know that VA has dumped plenty.

Its first public posting, released Friday, of adverse 
actions against employees, terminations, suspensions 
and demotions, showed that the department fired 525 
staffers from Jan. 20, when President Trump took 
office, through July 3.

The number of staffers dismissed should not be con-
fused with effective human resource management. A 
certain percentage of terminations is inevitable in any 
organization, particularly during probationary periods. 
Yet, an excessive and perverse focus on firing makes 
that a valued metric, instead of more attention on 
measures encouraging the agency, its managers and its 
employees to succeed.

VA’s 26-page list is filled with “removals,” which is gov-
ernment-speak for firings, of staffers, including doctors, 
nurses, housekeepers, grave diggers.

“Under this administration, VA is committed to becoming 
the most transparent organization in government,” Secre-
tary David Shulkin said. “… Veterans and taxpayers have 
a right to know what we’re doing to hold our employees 
accountable and make our personnel actions transparent. 
Posting this information online for all to see, and updating 
it weekly, will do just that.”

Rest of  article is here: http://tinyurl.com/yamcjycj

VA Fires More Than 500 
Feds Even Before New 
Accountability Law
from Washington Post via Ken Howard,  
Chapter 415

 The Pentagon conducted a series of secret chemical and 
biological weapons tests involving military personnel in the 
1960s and 1970s. Veterans groups and members of Con-
gress are demanding to know exactly what happened – and 
who has suffered.

The tests, known as Project 112 and SHAD (Shipboard 
Hazard and Defense) involved some 6,000 military per-
sonnel between 1962 and 1974, the Vietnam War era. Most 
served in the Navy and Army. The purpose was to identify 
any weaknesses to U.S. ships and troops and develop a 
response plan for a chemical attack.

The tests involved nerve agents like Sarin and Vx, and bac-
teria such as E. Coli. Sarin and Vx are both lethal. Accord-
ing to DOD documents, death can occur within 10 to 15 
minutes of exposure to a fatal dose of Vx.

After exposure to a sufficient amount of Sarin, symptoms 
include, “difficulty breathing, dimness of vision, confusion, 
drowsiness, coma, and death.”

“Veterans were exposed to some of the most extreme and 
hazardous agents... and they now suffer from debilitating 
health care conditions,” said Ken Wiseman, senior vice 
commander of the Virginia branch of The Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, one of the nation’s largest veterans groups, 
at a press conference outside the Capitol Wednesday. They 
want to know more about the extent to which service per-
sonnel were exposed.

The Pentagon did not immediately respond to request for 
comment.

Rest of article is here: http://tinyurl.com/ycepz7b8

VPentagon Secretly 
Tested Chemical 
Weapons on US Troops
from VVA Web Weekly


