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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
Monthly chapter meeting: First 
Thursday of  the month
El Shaddai Stand Downs have also 
been scheduled for the following date: 
Oct 15
Aug 22 Iron Pigs Community Night:
We need several people to set up and 
monitor our table.
Aug 26-28; Wheels of  Time Car Show, 
Macungie

Lend Your Voice to the Future of  Our 
Chapter and the VVA

Legacy or Last Man Standing?
There is a crucial topic for discussion within our chapter. 

We are being asked for our input into the decision as to the future of  our 
chapter. Essentially the question is - do we want to leave the VVA as it 
presently exists and let it run its course as its members die off  or do we want to 
incorporate the chapters into one of  the existing national organizations?

Every chapter in the country is being asked to contribute its members’ opinions 
to its state council.

Please plan to attend the next chapter meeting so that your voice may be heard. 
We had discussion at the last general membership meeting and a variety of  
opinion were given.

The next general meeting will be the last opportunity to lend your voice to this 
very crucial topic. A detailed report can be read on page 7 of  this issue

Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting Video 
Our Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting video has been completed. It is available 
for sale to those who are interested.

There are two versions.
The 36 minute condensed version is available on DVD for $5.
The complete, unedited version is 2 hours and is available for $10.
Please contact Art Villafane at 610-400-9322 to place an order.
He will have them available at the next few chapter meetings for your 
convenience.
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Rally Point Site Lopatcong Twsp, NJ
Submitted by Mike Regrut, Chapter 415
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Palmerton Wall
Submitted by Mike Regrut, Chapter 415
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Recognizing Veterans
Submitted by Bob Adams, AVVA 415

Written By Capt. Steven R. Ellison, M.D., US Army

I am a doctor specializing in the Emergency Departments 
of  the only two military Level One-Trauma Centers, both in 
San Antonio, TX. We care for civilian emergencies as well as 
military personnel. San Antonio has the largest military retiree 
population in the world living here. As a military doctor, I 
work long hours and the pay is less than glamorous. One 
tends to become jaded by the long hours, lack of  sleep, food, 
family contact and the endless parade of  human suffering 
passing before you. The arrival of  another ambulance does 
not mean more pay, only more work. Most often, it is a 
victim from a motor vehicle crash.\

Often it is a person of  dubious character who has been 
shot or stabbed. With our large military retiree population, 
it is often a nursing home patient. Even with my enlisted 
service and minimal combat experience in Panama, I have 
caught myself  groaning when the ambulance brings in yet 
another sick, elderly person from one of  the local retirement 
centers that cater to military retirees. I had not stopped to 
think of  what the citizens of  this age group represented.

I saw ‘Saving Private Ryan.’ I was touched deeply. Not 
so much by the carnage, but by the sacrifices of  so many. I 
was touched most by the scene of  the elderly survivor at the 
graveside, asking his wife if  he’d been a good man. I realized 
that I had seen these same men and women coming through 
my Emergency Dept. and had not realized what magnificent 
sacrifices they had made. The things they did for me and 
everyone else that has lived on this planet since the end of  
that conflict are priceless.

Situation permitting, I now try to ask my patients about 
their experiences. They would never bring up the subject 
without my inquiry. I have been privileged to hear an amazing 
array of  experiences, recounted in the brief  minutes allowed 
in an Emergency Dept. encounter. These experiences have 
revealed the incredible individuals I have had the honor of  
serving in a medical capacity, many on their last admission to 
the hospital.

There was a frail, elderly woman who 
reassured my young enlisted medic, trying 
to start an IV line in her arm. She remained 
calm and poised, despite her illness and the 
multiple needle-sticks into her fragile veins. 
She was what we call a ‘hard stick.’ As the 
medic made another attempt, I noticed 
a number tattooed across her forearm. 
I touched it with one finger and looked 

into her eyes. She simply said, ‘ Auschwitz ..’ Many of  later 
generations would have loudly and openly berated the young 
medic in his many attempts. How different was the response 
from this person who’d seen unspeakable suffering.

Also, there was this long retired Colonel, who as a young 
officer had parachuted 
from his burning plane 
over a Pacific Island held 
by the Japanese. Now 
an octogenarian, he had 
a minor cut on his head 
from a fall at his home 
where he lived alone. His 
CT scan and suturing 
had been delayed until 
after midnight by the 

usual parade of  high priority ambulance patients. Still spry 
for his age, he asked to use the phone to call a taxi, to take 
him home, then he realized his ambulance had brought him 
without his wallet. He asked if  he could use the phone to 
make a long distance call to his daughter who lived 7 miles 
away. With great pride we told him that he could not, as he’d 
done enough for his country and the least we could do was 
get him a taxi home, even if  we had to pay for it ourselves. 
My only regret was that my shift wouldn’t end for several 
hours, and I couldn’t drive him myself.

 I was there the night M/Sgt. Roy Benavidez came 
through the emergency dept. for the last time. He was very 
sick. I was not the doctor taking care of  him, but I walked to 
his bedside and took his hand. I said nothing. He was so sick, 
he didn’t know I was there. I’d read his Congressional Medal 
of  Honor citation and wanted to shake his hand. He died a 
few days later.

The gentleman who served with Merrill’s Marauders,
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The survivor of  the Bataan Death March,

The survivor of  Omaha Beach,

The 101 year old World War I veteran,

The former POW held in frozen North Korea,

The former Special Forces medic - now with non-
operable liver cancer,

The former Viet Nam Corps Commander.

I am much more aware of  what an honor it is to serve 
these particular men and women. I have seen a Congress 
who would turn their back on these individuals who’ve 
sacrificed so much to protect our liberty. I see later 
generations that seem to be totally engrossed in abusing 
these same liberties, won with such sacrifice.

It has become my personal endeavor to make the 
nurses and young enlisted medics aware of  these amazing 
individuals when I encounter them in our Emergency Dept. 
Their response to these particular citizens has made me 
think that perhaps all is not lost in the next generation.

My experiences have solidified my belief  that we are 
losing an incredible generation, and this nation knows not 
what it is losing. Our uncaring government and ungrateful 
civilian populace should all take note. We should all 
remember that we must ‘earn this.’

If  it weren’t for the United States Military, there’d be NO 
United States of  America!
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Blue Water Vietnam Veterans Navy Association 
Petitions U.S. House of Representatives
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski, 
AVVA Chapter 415
On July 29, 2016, the United States Court of  Appeals for 
the District of  Columbia Circuit ruled that District Court 
has no jurisdiction to review actions of  the Secretary of  the 
VA. This case was on appeal from an earlier ruling by the 
Federal District Court on the matter. The Appeals Court has 
upheld the earlier ruling that dismissed our suit because of  
‘no jurisdiction.’

The initial claim, filed with the District Court of  DC 
on April 30, 2013, brought suit against the Department of  
Veterans Affairs for the Secretary of  the VA’s decision to 
withhold medical and compensation benefits from Blue 
Water Navy Veterans who served offshore during the 
Vietnam War and who were harmed by exposure to Agent 
Orange. The District Court dismissed the case because it 
ruled it had no jurisdiction to hear cases involving actions of  
the VA.

Read more here http://tinyurl.com/j6p48lo

VA Begins Nationwide Study on the Health of 
Vietnam Era Veterans

The Vietnam Era Health Retrospective Observational 
Study (VE-HEROeS) is a nationwide study that will assess 
the current health and well-being of  Vietnam Veterans, Blue 
Water Navy Veterans, and Veterans who served elsewhere 
during the Vietnam Era (1961–1975). This study will also 
compare the health of  these Veterans to similarly aged U.S. 
residents who never served in the military.

Researchers will look closely at neurological conditions 
and hepatitis C infection as a part of  this study.

VE-HEROeS will begin in the fall of  2016.

Methods
This study includes a questionnaire for everyone and 

medical records review for a smaller group of  participants. 
The VE-HEROeS questionnaire includes the following 
topics:

    Military service: service experience, combat experience, 
chemical and other exposures, re-entry into civilian life, or no 
military service

    General health: neurologic conditions, infections, 
presumptive conditions, cancer, hypertension, posttraumatic 
stress disorder, and depression

    Aging: memory, reasoning, and limitations
    Lifestyle: tobacco use, health care use, living 

arrangements, and health experiences of  descendants
Read more at http://tinyurl.com/zk9lm6b

Evaluation of Mortality Among Marines and 
Navy Personnel Exposed to Contaminated 
Drinking Water at Camp Lejeune
Background

Two drinking water systems at U.S. Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina were contaminated with 
solvents during 1950s-1985.

Methods
We conducted a retrospective cohort mortality study 

of  Marine and Naval personnel who began service during 
1975-1985 and were stationed at Camp Lejeune or Camp 
Pendleton, California during this period. Camp Pendleton’s 
drinking water was uncontaminated. Mortality follow-up was 
1979-2008. Standardized Mortality Ratios were calculated 
using U.S. mortality rates as reference. We used survival 
analysis to compare mortality rates between Camp Lejeune 
(N = 154,932) and Camp Pendleton (N = 154,969) cohorts 
and assess effects of  cumulative exposures to contaminants 
within the Camp Lejeune cohort. Models estimated monthly 
contaminant levels at residences. Confidence intervals (CIs) 
indicated precision of  effect estimates.

Read entire article at: http://tinyurl.com/hyhbbxz

IRS Launches New Website to Help Veterans
From Internal Revenue Service

The Internal Revenue Service is committed to providing 
assistance to all Veterans. We work with community and 
government partners to provide timely federal tax-related 
information to Veterans about tax credits and benefits, 
free tax preparation, financial education and asset-building 
opportunities available to Veterans.

Our Approach
The Stakeholder Partnerships, Education and 

Communication (SPEC) office within the Wage & Investment 
Division has built a network of  national and local partners. 
Organizations include corporate, faith-based, nonprofit, 
educational, financial and government. With so many tax 
benefits available today, taxes can serve as the starting point 
for a dream leading to stronger financial security for many 
people.

Read story here: http://tinyurl.com/hf3vk3z
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Subject:   
Motion Made and Approved at June State Council:  Pa 

State Council requests that each of  its chapters poll its 
membership on whether or not the criteria for membership 
of  the Vietnam Veterans of  America, Inc. shall continue as it 
is or that it  should open up its memberships to perpetuate its 
legacy. The Council requests each chapter report its majority 
vote to the PA State Council at the October 2016 meeting.

 
Discussion:  
 This subject was brought up at last month’s chapter 

meeting and the intention is to have a discussion on it at 
the next coming chapter meetings before a vote is taken.  
Currently VVA will expire as a national veterans organization 
as its eligible members die off  (Vietnam-era veterans).  

There is a belief  among a portion of  state council and 
the national membership that as our motto is “Never again 
will one generation of  veterans abandon another.”, we can 
provide no finer act than to extend membership to the 
younger generation of  veterans, in particular, those of  the 
current war era, for whom the results of  our past endeavors 
to improve the VA and to change the attitudes and support 
of  the general public for its military service members have 
been demonstrably shown and even remarked upon by the 
current generation of  veterans.  

The intention is to provide them an organization, which 
would eventually become their own, for camaraderie, 
teaching them what we have learned in creating an effective 
organization at national levels, and to transfer our institutions 
and wealth that they may more easily carry on what we have 
begun. 

 
In the current era, it is not easy to start up and maintain 

a veterans organization.  Nowadays, most veterans 
organizations survive as a result of  retiree participation.  
Veterans of  Modern Warfare is an example of  a recent failed 
organization.  Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of  America has 
no grassroots chapters, an essential component of  veterans 
service organizations, and technically, though a valuable 
organization, more legislative and politically oriented, having 
little impact within local communities when a veteran is in 
crisis or need of  help.  

 
AVVA continues to predominantly composed of  Vietnam 

Veterans and their spouses or members of  our age group and 

Resolution on the Future of VVA – Expansion 
of Membership
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski, 
AVVA Chapter 415

the movement to incorporate chapters in order for them to 
receive the assets of  their supported VVA chapter has not 
kept pace with the coming crisis.  There are VVA members, 
who while recognizing its contributions and importance, are 
worried about its future.  

 
Already problems are cropping up as a result.  At the last 

state council meeting it was discussed that the survival of  the 
accredited claims service officer program in the near term is 
in question and that we need to start considering to which 
organization we should be transferring Power of  Attorney.   

It will also affect the succession of  boards and their 
officers, since increasing it will be difficult to find members 
to step up, especially considering that they may incur the 
legal responsibilities and complications of  closing a chapter, 
its wealth being transferred in most instances to the national 
organization and not locally to an AVVA chapter.

 
There is precedence in changing the membership of  

a veterans organization.  The AMVETS and Korean War 
Veterans Association have changed their membership criteria, 
although KWVA’s is still limited to those who have served 
in Korea.  It may surprise some, but the American Legion 
changed its original membership criteria many years back.  
Originally it was limited to World War I veterans.  

The VFW is an amalgamation or merger of  Spanish 
American War and Phillippine Insurrection organizations 
originally and it opened its criteria to those who served in 
foreign wars during that process.  In fact, its competitor at 
the time was the Grand Army of  the Republic (GAR), a 
Civil War membership organization of  enormous political 
influence in its time.  The GAR is no longer with us, only 
some of  its union halls.  The VFW brought in others during 
a process in which it renamed itself  and survives to this day 
helping our comrades. 

 
The name of  the organization and the issue of  charters 

are administrative steps and not the issue at hand.  There 
is no right answer to this issue.  It is a matter of  individual 
conscience, heart or mind, what have you.  That is why 
council is asking for a vote.  The majority will decide. 

 
The result will be taken to the next state council for a 

decision to be made.  That decision will then be brought 
forward to the national organization for consideration, where 
the spark of  the idea seems to have begun.
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