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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of Events

Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
reference: 
http://www.415vvahomestead.com/
EventsNews.html

Check Your Info
Please check the membership listing 
on the 415 website to con! rm that 
your information is correct; includ-
ing branch of service and locations in 
which you served
Website:
http://415vva.homestead.com/Mem-
bershipList.html

As reported March 12 by the National League of POW/MIA Families, since 
November 24, 2014, the following ten US personnel have been announced as 
accounted for: Capt. Richard D. Chorlins, USAF; LT Richard C. Clark, USNR; 
Col William E. Cooper, USAF; MSG James W. Holt,USA; CMSgt Edwin E. 
Morgan, USAF: SSG Warren E. Newton, USA: CW3 Larry Phipps, USA; SSG 
Bunyan D. Price, Jr., USA: CW3 Ranier S. Ramos, USA: and LTJG Neil B. 
Taylor, USNR.

" e number of Americans now listed by DoD as returned and identi! ed 
since the end of the Vietnam War in 1975 is 954. Another 63 US personnel, 
recovered by the US and identi! ed before the end of the war, bring the total of US 
personnel accounted for from the Vietnam War to 1,017.

10 U.S. MIAs Announced as 
Accounted for From the Vietnam War

New paperwork: VA ! ling, appeals system changes begin [in March]; advocates 
voice concerns.

Beginning [in March], veterans ! ling or appealing claims must use 
standardized forms, a controversial move that the VA says will streamline the 
process, but some advocates say it will cost tens of thousands of veterans their 
bene! ts.

“" is change is largely unnecessary and it’s been made solely for the 
convenience of the VA,” said Gerald Manar, Veterans of Foreign Wars National 
Veterans Service deputy director.

UPDATE | VA grossly underestimates paper claims as new forms policy begins

Until now, veterans have been able to begin the claims or appeals process by 
submitting a letter or even a scrap of paper. " at informal system preserved the 
initial date of their claim, meaning any bene! ts awarded would go back to the 
date that the VA received the note. Under the new system, bene! ts will still go 
back to the date of claim or appeal, but the clock starts only when a veteran ! les 
standardized VA paperwork.

New Paperwork for VA Filing 
By Heath Druzin, Stars and Stripes
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New Toxic Exposure Research Act 
of 2015
Submitted by Art Villafane

Senators Moran and Blumenthal, Representatives 
Benishek and Honda Introduce New Toxic Exposure 
Research Act of 2015

On April 14, 2015, Sen. Moran (R-KS) joined Sen. 
Blumenthal (D-CT), Rep. Benishek (R-MI) and Rep. Mike 
Honda (D-CA) in introducing " e Toxic Exposure Research 
Act of 2015 (S. 901 and H.R. 1769), bipartisan, bicameral 
legislation focused on addressing the residual wounds of war 
that may not be evident until decades after military service is 
over when passed on to children and generations to follow.

“It’s bad enough that veterans have had to bear the cross 
of exposure to toxic agents during our military service,” 
said Vietnam Veterans of America National President John 
Rowan. “It is worse to see our children and grandchildren 
a#  icted with health conditions we suspect have derived from 
our exposure, and to think we are the cause of their hurt and 
pain. 

Today, however, we see real light at the end of a long, 
grim tunnel with the introduction of the ‘Toxic Exposure 
Research Act of 2015.’ " is legislation, when enacted, will 
establish within the Department of Veterans A$ airs a national 
center for research on the diagnosis and treatment of health 
conditions of the descendants of veterans exposed to toxic 
substances during their service,” Rowan said.

Read Entire Press Release
or http://www.vva.org/PressReleases/2015/pr15-004.html

To All:
" e time is here and we all have to get busy. Please contact 

your federal State Senators and Congressmen to sign on 
to the bills listed above. " is a$ ects not only the Vietnam 
Veteran but also the Iraq and Afghanistan Veteran as well. It 
also will take care of our children and grandchildren if they 
are ill because of our exposure and there are an awful lot of 
them out there. 

So…..fax, email, call, visit or contact your Senators and 
Congressmen right away. Have your friends and family mem-
bers do the same. If they wee large numbers notifying them, 
they will sign on.

" ank You,
Herb Worthington, National Chair
Agent Orange/Dioxin and Other Toxic Substances 

Committee Vietnam Veterans of America

Seeking Air National Guard or 
Air Force Reserves - Vietnam Era
Submitted by Art Villafane

VVA is seeking anyone who served in the Air National 
Guard or Air Force Reserves who had any contact with the 
C-123 aircraft that were brought back to the U.S. after the 
war in Vietnam. 

We know that the Air Guard in Ohio and Massachusetts 
% ew many of these aircraft, and possibly others. " is is for 
these individuals to possibly serve as plainti$ s in a follow-
up lawsuit to assist these veterans with medical care and 
compensation that may be due to them as a result of exposure 
to Agent Orange on these aircraft.

We are also seeking survivors of C-123 crew members 
who have passed away, as they may be eligible of DIC 
compensation. 

Please e-mail jvale@vva.org or rweidman@vva.org 
with any information regarding those who might ! t either 
category.

Many thanks for your help!
Rick Weidman
rweidman@vva.org

" e National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has 
provided the following website for veterans to gain access to 
their DD-214’s online: http://vetrecs.archives.gov/    

" is may be particularly helpful when a veteran needs a 
copy of his/her DD-214 for employment purposes. NPRC 
is working to make it easier for veterans with computers 
and Internet access to obtain copies of documents from 
their military ! les. Military veterans and the next of kin of 
deceased former military members may now use a new online 
military personnel records system to request documents. 
Other individuals with a need for documents must still 
complete the Standard Form 180, which can be downloaded 
from the online web site. Because the requester will be asked 
to supply all information essential for NPRC to process the 
request, delays that normally occur when NPRC has to ask 
veterans for additional information will be minimized. " e 
new web-based application was designed to provide better 
service on these requests by eliminating the records centers 
mailroom and processing time. 

DD-214’s Are Now Online. 
Submitted by Jerry Farris
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VA Sec Forms New Committee to 
“Fix VA Care”
from Stars and Stripes

According to an April 14 Stars and Stripes article by Heath 
Druzin, from Congress to veterans service organizations, the 
VA is getting no shortage of advice on how to improve on 
its dreary record. On Tuesday, a new government advisory 
committee of businessmen, academics, health care experts, 
and retired military leaders met for the ! rst time to craft 
suggestions on how to revamp the scandal-plagued agency.

Read complete article here or http://tinyurl.com/jvpvxv5

VA Eliminates “Net Worth” for 
Healthcare Eligibility”

" e Department of Veterans A$ airs announced March 
17 that it is updating the way it determines eligibility for 
VA healthcare, a change that will result in more veterans 
having access to the healthcare bene! ts they’ve earned and 
deserve. E$ ective 2015, VA eliminated the use of net worth 
as a determining factor for both health care programs and 
copayment responsibilities.
Read more. or 
http://www.vva.org/WebWeekly/html/20150320.html#PRB

AVVA Begins New Program
AVVA is proud to reveal the creation of a new program 

that could possibly be as large and as successful as the Faces of 
Agent Orange Town Hall Meetings. Secondary PTSD is real 
and is a$ ecting people who have lived with spouses su$ ering 
from PTSD.  Although Secondary PTSD went unrecognized 
for years, authoritative ! gures are now acknowledging its 
existence and the trauma it has in% icted on the families of our 
veterans.

During the Region 3 Conference in Knoxville, Tennessee 
this year, a precursor to this program was presented by Dr 
Tom Berger and Elayne Mackey (AVVA Region 9 Director 
and Co-Chair of the Committee).  " e response was 
positively overwhelming.  Numerous attendees told us that 
they were excited about the upcoming program and ready to 
begin scheduling session in their local areas.

AVVA is working diligently alongside of Drs. Tom Burger 
and Tom Hall to develop the written material, educational 
syllabus, and moderator training component.   Our future 
plans are to include budgeted monies for the travel to 
Regional Conferences for Dr Berger and one of our Co-
Chairs; however, until these monies are secured we will begin 
training Regional Directors who want to participate.  " is 
will be the most economical way to reach our members 
nationwide.

Sharon Hobbs, National President

VA Works to Expand Choice 
Program Eligibility
from Department of Veterans Aff airs

submitted by Gary Powers

Eligibility criteria for 40 miles calculation would change 
to driving distance

Washington -- In order to expand eligibility for the 
Veterans Choice Program, the Department of Veterans A$ airs 
(VA) today announced that it will change the calculation used 
to determine the distance between a Veteran’s residence and 
the nearest VA medical facility from a straight line distance 
to driving distance. " e policy change will be made through 
regulatory action in the coming weeks. " e Veterans Choice 
Program was authorized by the Veterans Access, Choice, and 
Accountability Act of 2014 (VACAA).

Read more or http://tinyurl.com/pwyayf2

DARPA Wants Implantable Hard 
Drive for the Brain
submitted by Gary Powers

An experimental Pentagon program has already developed 
two types of a highly advanced, Terminator-like prosthetic 
arm.

What’s more, a quadriplegic woman with sensors 
implanted onto her brain controlled one of the robotic limbs 
to grab a cup, shake hands and eat a chocolate bar. She even 
% ew an F-35 Joint Strike Fighter simulator using just her 
thoughts.

Now, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) wants to expand on that cutting-edge work to 
build other potential breakthrough medical technologies, 
including a pacemaker-sized device that might someday 
improve the memory of troops who su$ ered a traumatic brain 
injury. " ink of it as a hard drive of sorts for the brain.

“We know we need a next-generation device that doesn’t 
exist today,” said Justin Sanchez, a program manager in 
DARPA’s Biological Technologies O+  ce in Arlington, 
Virginia. “" at’s what these new programs are all about -- 
not only understanding the brain and these conditions, but 
building the hardware that enables us to address those issues. 
You need both.”

Read More. or http://tinyurl.com/me7s76q
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Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 30 April
(A sample of the signifi cant events in U.S. Military History)

• Apr 01 1945 – WW2: Operation Iceberg – United States 
troops land on Okinawa in the last campaign of the war.

• Apr 02 1917 – WWI: U.S. President Woodrow Wilson asks 
the U.S. Congress for a declaration of war on Germany.

• Apr 02 1972 – Vietnam: " e Easter O$ ensive begins – 
North Vietnamese soldiers of the 304th Division take the 
northern half of Quang Tri Province.

• Apr 05 1968 – Vietnam: Operation 
Pegasus was launched by the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division to relieve the marines 
at Khe Sanh.

• Apr 06 1917 – WWI: " e United States 
declares war on Germany.

• Apr 06 1972 – Vietnam: Easter O$ ensive 
– American forces begin sustained air 
strikes and naval bombardments.

• Apr 07 2003 – Gulf War: U.S. troops 
capture Baghdad; Saddam Hussein’s 
regime falls two days later.

• Apr 09 1865 – Civil War: Robert E. Lee surrenders the 
Army of Northern Virginia (26,765 troops) to Ulysses S. 
Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, e$ ectively 
ending the war.

• Apr 09 1942 – WW2: " e Battle of Bataan/Bataan Death 
March – United States forces surrender on the Bataan 
Peninsula

• Apr 09 2003 – Iraq Invasion: Baghdad falls to American 
forces; Saddam Hussein statue topples as Iraqis turn on 
symbols of their former leader, pulling down the statue 
and tearing it to pieces.

• Apr 10 1972 – Vietnam: For the ! rst time since NOV 
67, American B–52 bombers reportedly begin bombing 
North Vietnam.

• Apr 12 1862 – Civil War: " e Andrews Raid (the Great 
Locomotive Chase) occurred, starting from Big Shanty, 
Georgia (now Kennesaw). Some of Andrews’ raiders were 
the ! rst to be awarded the Medal of Honor by the US 
Congress for their actions

• Apr 13 1972 – Vietnam: " e Battle of An Loc begins
• Apr 15 1952 – " e maiden % ight of the B-52 Stratofortress
• Apr 16 1953 – Korean War: Battle of Pork Chop Hill (Hill 

255) began .
• Apr 18 1942 – WW2: James H. Doolittle bombs Tokyo 

and other Japanese cities.
• Apr 21 1918 – WWI: German ! ghter ace Manfred von 

Richthofen, known as “" e Red Baron”, is shot down and 
killed over Vaux sur Somme in France.

• Apr 22 1945 – WW2: Fuehrerbunker – After learning that 

Soviet forces have taken Eberswalde without a ! ght, Adolf 
Hitler admits defeat in his underground bunker and states 
that suicide is his only recourse.

• Apr 24 1918 – WWI: First tank–to–tank combat, at 
Villers–Bretonneux, France, when three British Mark IVs 
met three German A7Vs.
• Apr 24 1980 – A rescue attempt of the U.S. hostages 

held in Iran fails when a plane collides 
with a helicopter in the Iranian desert. 
Eight U.S. servicemen die.
• Apr 25 1945 – WW2: Elbe Day – 
United States and Soviet troops meet in 
Torgau along the River Elbe, cutting the 
Wehrmacht of Nazi Germany in two, 
a milestone in the approaching end of 
World War II in Europe.
• Apr 25 1972 - Vietnam War: 
Nguyen Hue O$ ensive - " e North 
Vietnamese 320th Division forces 5,000 

South Vietnamese troops to retreat and traps about 2,500 
others northwest of Kontum.

• Apr 25 1975 – Vietnam: As North Vietnamese forces close 
in on the South Vietnamese capital Saigon, the Australian 
Embassy is closed and evacuated, almost ten years to the 
day since the ! rst Australian troop commitment to South 
Vietnam.

• Apr 26 1865 – Union cavalry troopers corner and shoot 
dead John Wilkes Booth, assassin of President Lincoln, in 
Virginia.

• Apr 27 1975 – Vietnam: Saigon is encircled by North 
Vietnamese troops.

• Apr 28 1970 – Vietnam: U.S. President Richard M. 
Nixon formally authorizes American combat troops to 
! ght communist sanctuaries in Cambodia.

• Apr 29 1945 – WW2: " e German army in Italy 
unconditionally surrenders to the Allies.

• Apr 29 1970 – Vietnam: United States and South 
Vietnamese forces invade Cambodia to hunt Viet Cong.

• 29 Apr 1975 – Vietnam: Operation Frequent Wind: " e 
U.S. begins to evacuate U.S. citizens from Saigon prior to 
an expected North Vietnamese takeover. U.S. involvement 
in the war comes to an end.

• Apr 30 1945 – WW2: Adolf Hitler commits suicide in his 
bunker. Karl Donitz becomes his successor.

• Apr 30 1972 – Vietnam: " e North Vietnamese launch an 
invasion of the South.

• Apr 30 1975 – Vietnam: Fall of Saigon. Communist forces 
gain control of Saigon. " e Vietnam War formally ends 
with the unconditional surrender of Souuth Vietnamese 
president Duong Van Minh.
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• May 09 1941 – WW2: " e German submarine U-110 
was captured at sea by Britain’s Royal Navy.

• May 10 1865 – Civil War: Je$ erson Davis is captured by 
Union troops near Irwinville, Georgia.

• May 10 1969 – Vietnam: " e Battle of Dong Ap Bia 
begins with an assault on Hill 937. It will ultimately 
become known as Hamburger Hill.

• May 14 1955 – Cold War: Eight 
communist bloc countries, including 
the Soviet Union, sign a mutual defense 
treaty called the Warsaw Pact.
• May 15 1962 – Vietnam: US marines 
arrive in Laos.
• May 19 1967 – Vietnam: U.S. planes 
bomb Hanoi for the ! rst time.
• � May 20 1864 – Civil War: Battle 
of Ware Bottom Church – in the Virginia 
Bermuda Hundred Campaign, 10,000 
troops ! ght in this Confederate victory. 

Combined casualties ~1500..
• May 20 1969 – Vietnam: US troop capture Hill 937/

Hamburger Hill after 10 days of ! ghting. Casualties and 
losses: US 444 - NVN 678

• May 23 1900 – Civil War hero Sgt. William H. Carney 
becomes the ! rst African American to receive the Medal of 
Honor, 37 years after the Battle of Fort Wagner.

• May 23 1939 – USS Squalus (SS–192) foundered in a 
test dive o$  Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 26 died. " e 
remaining 33 were rescued the next day.

• May 26 1940 – WW2: Battle of Dunkirk – In France, 
Allied forces begin a massive evacuation from Dunkirk, 
France.

• May 26 1945 – WW2: U.S. drop ! re bombs on Tokyo
• May 27 1965 – Vietnam: American warships begin the 

! rst bombardment of National Liberation Front targets 
within South Vietnam.

• May 29 2004 – " e WW2 Memorial is dedicated in 
Washington, D.C.

• May 30 1958 – Memorial Day: the remains of two 
unidenti! ed American servicemen, killed in action during 
World War II and the Korean War respectively, are buried 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National 
Cemetery

• May 30 1965 – Vietnam: Viet Cong o$ ensive against U.S. 
base Da Nang, begins

Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 31 May
(A sample of the signifi cant events in U.S. Military History)

• May 01 1945 – WW2: Joseph Goebbels and his wife 
Magda commit suicide in the Reich Garden outside 
the Führerbunker. " eir children are murdered by their 
mother by having cyanide pills inserted into their mouths.

• May 01 1960 – Cold War: U–2 incident – Francis Gary 
Powers, in a Lockheed U–2 spyplane, is shot down over 
the Soviet Union, sparking a diplomatic crisis.

• May 02 1945 – WW2: Italian Campaign 
– General Heinrich von Vietingho$  
signs the o+  cial instrument of surrender 
of all Wehrmacht forces in Italy.

• May 02 1964 – Vietnam: An explosion 
sinks the USS Card while docked at 
Saigon. Viet Cong forces are suspected 
of placing a bomb on the ship.

• May 04 1942 – WW2: Battle of Coral 
Sea begins with an attack by aircraft 
from the United States aircraft carrier 
USS Yorktown on Japanese naval forces 
at Tulagi Island in the Solomon Islands. It 
was the 1st sea battle fought solely in air.

• May 06 1937 – Hindenburg disaster: " e German zeppelin 
Hindenburg catches ! re and is destroyed within a minute 
while attempting to dock at Lakehurst, New Jersey. " irty 
six people are killed.

• May 06 1941 – At California’s March Field, Bob Hope 
performs his ! rst USO show.

• May 07 1915 – WWI: German submarine U–20 sinks 
RMS Lusitania, killing 1,198 people including 128 
Americans. Public reaction to the sinking turns many 
formerly pro–Germans in the United States against the 
German Empire.

• May 07 1945 – WW2: Germany signs unconditional 
surrender terms at Reims, France, ending Germany’s 
participation in the war. " e document takes e$ ect the 
next day.

• May 07 1954 – Vietnam: Dien Bien Phu 55 day Battle 
in Vietnam ends with Vietnamese insurgents overrunning 
French forces.

• May 07 1984 – Vietnam: Agent Orange class–action suit 
brought by Vietnam veterans settled out of court for $180 
Million.

• May 08 1972 – Vietnam: U.S. President Richard M. 
Nixon announces his order to place mines in major North 
Vietnamese ports in order to stem the % ow of weapons and 
other goods to that nation



Book Presentation Fair VVA415
Presented to Lt. Audrey Wilkinson local commanding offi  cer of Sea Cadets at Naval Reserve Center

with Tim Gilbert (l) VVA 415 USCG and John Treiber (r) 
photo by Don Bear VVA 415

Duane Cerino (r) gave Gobert Schotter (l) a Korea War book. Robert will share it with the Poconao Korea War veterans.
Robert is a veteran of WWII, Korean War and Vietnam War. He was Treasurer of PA Post 57 - Veterans of Vietnam War.



 

 

 

 

We are looking for all Veterans who served during the Vietnam Era 

Membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty 
(for other than training purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961, and 

May 7, 1975, or in any duty location between August 5, 1964, and May 7, 1975. 

 
 

ATTENTION New members and new life members: 

You must submit a copy of your DD- 214 form along with this application and dues payment. 
 
 

Name:_____________________________________________     Date of Birth: _____________________ 
 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:____________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:__________________ 
 
Home Phone:________________________________  Cell Phone:_______________________________ 
 
Email Address:_________________________________________    Gender:  ______________________ 
 
 
(OPTIONAL) Chapter Number:______________________ Sponsor: _______________________________________ 
 

 I am already a VVA member and want to become a Life Member.   My VVA member number is _______________ 
 

Type of Membership:                                                                                       Life Membership: 
 

  Individual Member   1yr:    $20  Age 56-60yrs:    $200 
     

  Individual Member  3yrs:   $50  AGE 61-65yrs    $175 
     

    Age 66-71yrs:    $150 

  Life Member Time Payment Plan:     

          $50 down, $25/mo. until  paid in full  Age 72+ :           $100 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Payment Method: Check           Money Order  Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover) 

 
Credit Card Number: ______________________________________ Exp. Date: _______________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Return your completed application,  
payment, and a copy of your DD-214 to: 
 
Vietnam Veterans of America  
PO Box 64299 ∙ Baltimore · MD · 21264                                                                                                       

 
 
 

Add Local Chapter information here 

 

Please note: " e chapter number of 415 must be entered on any application 
or the person will end up as an At-Large member.   
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Annual Member Dues:  (Choose either 1 year member or 3 year member)

1 year:  $20.00  3 Year:  $50.00 (saves $10)  

Life Member Options:  (Check all that apply)   

NOTE:  Paying less than $250.00 requires proof of age 

Paid in Full  Payment Plan: requires $50 down, and $25 per month until paid in full.

 Age 49 years and under   $250  Age 50 to 55 years          $225 
 Age 56 to 60 years           $200  Age 61 to 65 years          $175 
 Age 66 to 71 years           $150  Age 72 years and over    $100 

DO NOT SEND CASH 

Payment Method 
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Revised: 10/2013                                                         F-Mem07.01 

Join State:  Chapter:  At-Large?   
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New Member?  Renewal?  ���#����"��!��	�%	��

Name: Sex:  M  F

Address: ������!�&������ �

City:  State:  Zip: 

Phone (Home)  Phone (Cell) 

Emails (please print clearly) 
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Make your check or Money Order Payable to AVVA 
Mail to:   Monument Bank – AVVA Lock Box | 8602 Colesville Rd     

Silver Spring, MD 20910 


