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editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Banko Meeting Facility Has Moved

Do not forget to take advantage of  the one-time offer of  a  lifetime 
membership for only $100. Contact Ken Howard for details. ken2124per@
gmail.com

 Across the United States, towns have honored their soldiers and fallen 
soldiers in different ways – sometimes small or sometimes with large 
monuments. They are permanent markers in towns across the country that only 
locals know of  but wandering tourists could easily miss.

We at Stars and Stripes want to document these memorials across the 
country, and to do so we created an interactive map. Unfortunately, Stars and 
Stripes can’t get to them all, so we are enlisting the help of  our readers to supply 
us with images (and the exact location) of  their local veteran memorials.

You can read the entire article here:
http://www.stripes.com/we-re-looking-for-pictures-of-your-hometown-

veterans-memorials-1.380519

We’re Looking for Pictures of  Your Hometown 
Veterans Memorials
Originally posted Stars and Stripes

The address for the new meeting room for Chapter 415 is:
Lehigh Valley Hospital - Muhlenberg
2545 Schoenersville Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18017
To fi nd the mew meeting room go through the main entrance and immediately 
turn left and go to the far room.

Lifetime Membership Offer

The draft of  the Agent Orange town Hall Meeting is available for view on 
Youtube. The movie is 2.5 hours in length. A fi nal version will be available 
on disk in the near future. There will also be a 30 minute edited version also 
available on disk. https://youtu.be/xbOK4YoN_MI

Agent Orange Meeting Video Available
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Chapter 415 Annual Picnic October 2015

Chapter 415 had its annual picnic on October 10 of  this year. It was well-attended and there was plenty of  food to go 
around. 

We had really nice sunny weather although it was a bit chilly. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed food (which was just about everyone). Of  course all of  the food was zero calories 
and zero sugar so we could indulge as much as we wanted.

Please ignore the previous sentence as I was in imaginary-land there for a moment.

A big thank you to George Puzio for taking the pictures.
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More Ships Added to Agent Orange 
List
Reprinted from VVA.org

VA maintains a list of  U.S. Navy and Coast Guard ships 
associated with military service in Vietnam and possible 
exposure to Agent Orange based on military records.

This evolving list helps Veterans who served aboard ships, 
including “Blue Water Veterans,” fi nd out if  they may qualify 
for presumption of  herbicide exposure.
Read more at: http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/
agentorange/shiplist/index.asp

Ousted as Gay, Aging Veterans 
Are Battling Again for Honorable 
Discharges
From the New York Times
Submitted by Ken Howard

When the Army discharged Pvt. Donald Hallman in 1955 
for being what it called a “Class II homosexual,” the 21-year-
old was so scared of  being an outcast that he burned all his 
military records, save for a single dog tag he hid away.

Mr. Hallman, a coal miner’s son who sang in a church choir 
in rural Alabama, says he never mentioned his military service 
again. He married a woman he had met at work, had children 
and wore a suit and tie to work each day.

“I hid it because it would have ruined my life,” Mr. Hallman 
said in an interview at his home here.

But this summer, Mr. Hallman, now 82, retrieved the dog 
tag from a keepsake box and began working through an 
application to the Department of  Defense, asking that his 
decades-old discharge be upgraded from “undesirable” to 
“honorable.”
Read the entire article here: http://tinyurl.com/p6s9xg5

French Court Confi rms Monsanto 
Guilty of  Chemical Poisoning
Reprinted from VA Web Weekly

As reported September 10 for Reuters by Catherine 
Lagrange and Sybille de La Hamaide, a French court upheld 
a 2012 ruling in which Monsanto was found guilty of  
chemical poisoning of  a French farmer, who says he suffered 
neurological problems after inhaling the U.S. company’s 
Lasso weed killer. The decision by an appeal court in Lyon, 
southeast France, confi rmed the initial judgment, the fi rst 
such case heard in court in France, that ruled Monsanto 
was “responsible” for the intoxication and ordered the 
company to “fully compensate” grain grower Paul Francois. 
Monsanto’s lawyer said the U.S. biotech company would now 
take the case to France’s highest appeal court. 

You can read the article here:
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/us-france-
monsanto-court-idUSKCN0RA1UM20150911

The LWHP is actively seeking veterans of  all U.S. Wars 
and Confl icts to record their personal stories and experiences 
during the war. This includes taping their interview and 
compiling copies of  any documentation that a veteran wishes 
to provide.

The veteran can either do a public presentation during a 
Roundtable Meeting, or a private interview can be arranged.

We can also help compile records for the Project for 
deceased veterans.

The Project also desires a record from those who served 
on the “home-front”. If  you know anyone, please contact us.

 
Next Meeting:
Thursday, January 28, 2016 7:00 P.M. (1900 hours)
Please visit our website www.LWeteransHistory.org

Lehigh Valley Veterans History Project Round Table
Mike Sewards, Chairman/Founder
Telephone: 610-434-5210   • Offi ce: 610-776-7110 
www.lvveteranshistory.org

Library of  Congress, 
Veterans History Project
Submitted by Howard Shaneberger

Support Groups at Local VA Clinic

 At the last meeting, chapter member Ed Banach 
explained some of  the support groups that are meeting at the 
VA clinic in Allentown.  If  you or a veteran you know might 
benefi t from joining one or more of  these support groups, 
please pass the word.
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Origins of  Kilroy
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski

He is engraved in stone in the National War Memorial 
in Washington, DC, back in a small alcove where very few 
people have seen it. For the WWII generation, this will bring 
back memories. For you younger folks, it’s a bit of  trivia that 
is a part of  our 
American history. 
Anyone born in 
1913 to about 
1950, is familiar 
with Kilroy. One 
knew why he was 
so well known, 
but everybody 
seemed to get 
into it.  

So who was 
Kilroy? 

In 1946 the 
American Transit 
Association, 
through its 
radio program, “Speak to America,” sponsored a nationwide 
contest to fi nd the real Kilroy, offering a prize of  a real trolley 
car to the person who could prove himself  to be the genuine 
article. 

Almost 40 men stepped forward to make that claim, but 
only James Kilroy from Halifax, Massachusetts, had evidence 
of  his identity. ‘Kilroy’ was a 46-year old shipyard worker 
during the war who worked as a checker at the Fore River 
Shipyard in Quincy. 

His job was to go around and check on the number of  
rivets completed. Riveters were on piecework and got paid by 
the rivet. He would count a block of  rivets and put a check 
mark in semi-waxed lumber chalk, so the rivets wouldn’t 
be counted twice. When Kilroy went off  duty, the riveters 
would erase the mark. Later on, an off-shift inspector would 
come through and count the rivets a second time, resulting in 
double pay for the riveters. 

One day Kilroy’s boss called him into his offi ce. The 
foreman was upset about all the wages being paid to riveters, 
and asked him to investigate. It was then he realized what had 
been going on. The tight spaces he had to crawl in to check 
the rivets didn’t lend themselves to lugging around a paint can 
and brush, so Kilroy decided to stick with the waxy chalk. He 
continued to put his check mark on each job he inspected, 
but added ‘KILROY WAS HERE’ in king-sized letters next 
to the check, and eventually  added the sketch of  the chap 

with the long nose peering over the fence and that became 
part of  the Kilroy message. 

Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe away 
his marks. Ordinarily the rivets and chalk marks would have 
been covered up with paint. With the war on, however, ships 
were leaving the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn’t time to 
paint them. 

As a result, Kilroy’s 
inspection “trademark” 
was seen by thousands of  
servicemen who boarded 
the troopships the yard 
produced. His message 
apparently rang a bell 
with the servicemen, 
because they picked it 
up and spread it all over 
Europe and the South 
Pacifi c. Before war’s end, 
“ Kilroy” had been here, 
there, and everywhere on 
the long hauls to Berlin 
and Tokyo. 

To the troops outbound in those ships, however, he 
was a complete mystery; all they knew for sure was that 
someone named Kilroy had “been there fi rst.” As a joke, U.S. 
servicemen began placing the graffi ti wherever they landed, 
claiming it was already there when they arrived.

Kilroy became the U.S. super-GI who had always “already 
been” wherever GIs went. It became a challenge to place 
the logo in the most unlikely places imaginable it is said to 
be atop Mt. Everest, the Statue of  Liberty, he underside of  
the Arc de Triomphe, and even scrawled in the dust on the 
moon.

As the war went on, the legend grew. Underwater 
demolition teams routinely sneaked ashore on Japanese-
held Islands in the Pacifi c to map the terrain for coming 
invasions by U.S. troops (and thus, presumably, were the fi rst 
GI’s there). On one occasion, however, they reported seeing 
enemy troops painting over the Kilroy logo! 

In 1945, an outhouse was built for the exclusive use of  
Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill at the Potsdam conference. 
Its’ fi rst occupant was Stalin, who emerged and asked his aide 
(in Russian), “Who is Kilroy?”

To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy 
brought along offi cials from the shipyard and some of  
the riveters. He won the trolley car, which he gave to 
his nine children as a Christmas gift and set it up as a 
playhouse in the Kilroy yard in Halifax, Massachusetts.                                                                                                              
And The Tradition Continues...
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Two issues that need to be rectifi ed immediately. Veteran 
suicide and homelessness. Think of  all the families that are 
affected by these problems. Every day, 22 veterans take their 
own lives. That’s a suicide every 65 minutes. As shocking 
as the number is, it may actually be higher. Also, Between 
529,000 and 840,000 veterans are homeless at some time 
during the year.

On any given night, more than 300,000 veterans are 
living on the streets or in shelters in the U.S. Please reach 
out to any veteran you know and let them know help is 
available. Here in the Lehigh Valley, One Fight Foundation 
is confronting this issue of  veteran suicide head on (http://
onefi ghtfoundation.org/). 

Homeless veterans in the Lehigh Valley are be helped 
by multiple organizations here are just two of  the groups. 
Victory House of  Lehigh Valley (http://www.victoryhouselv.
org/)and VALOR Clinic Foundation (http://www.valorclinic.
org/). If  you do not live in the Lehigh Valley please check 
with your local township for the organizations confronting 
these problems in your area.

Submitted by Pete Hermany

Real Estate tax exemptions for veterans have come up 
more than once at veterans group meeting. Confusion often 
reigns. Word of  mouth frequently leads to misunderstandings.  
Perhaps the worst part is surviving spouses are often 
forgotten – to include the surviving spouses of  a service 
members killed in action.

The entire blog post can be read here:
lvmac.wordpress.com/2015/08/21/forward-observer-
understanding-veterans-real-estate-tax-exemptions-in-pa-and-
nj

Real Estate Tax Exemptions for Veterans
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski

Free Martial Arts Class for Members
Come join us for free martial arts classes in Aikido, a 

defensive martial art. Our classes are on Wednesday at 6:30 at 
Kinokawa Aikido Dojo in Allentown. No prior experience is 
needed and you can practice regardless of  your conditioning. 
For more info contact the instructor, Art Villafane, VVA 415 
member, at art@ciserve.com or 610-774-0919

Forward Observer — Change to the 
Veterans Choice Program – Further 
Tinkering This Time …
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski

On 1 December, the Department of  Veterans Affairs 
(VA) announced that it again was making changes to 
its Veterans Choice Program after “learning from our 
stakeholders what works and what needs to be refi ned …” 
It is the second major announcement, since the program 
began on 5 November 2014.  As previously reported, 
the “as the crow fl ies” 40 mile rule was changed to actual 
driving distance on 24 April 2015.  A back story to this last 
announcement has been barely noticed.

The entire blog post can be read here:
http://tinyurl.com/p4xu2fp

The Veterans Affairs Department must learn to 
favor veterans when deciding whether to approve claims 
for illnesses related to environmental exposures and 
contaminants, senators said during a Tuesday hearing on 
Capitol Hill.

From the South China Sea to the Arabian Desert, from 
Iraq to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, and elsewhere, service 
members have been exposed to pollutants that have harmed 
their health, yet the VA continues to engage in “passive-
aggressive rebuttal of  scientifi c fi ndings” to deny them health 
care and compensation, charged Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C.

The entire article can be read here: 
http://tinyurl.com/q4phltf

VA Urged To Favor Veterans On Toxic 
Exposure Claims
Reported in VVA Web Weekly
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The Department of  Veterans Affairs recently issued a 
revision to its manual defi ning what areas can be considered 
for the presumption of  Agent Orange exposure. This 
revision specifi cally excludes the crews of  ships that entered 
the major bays and harbors of  Vietnam, including Navy 
personnel who were exposed to Agent Orange in Da Nang, 
Nha Trang, Vung Tau and Cam Ranh Bay.  

 
The provision was issued in response to a court order 

from the Court of  Appeals for Veterans Claims decision 
entitled Gray v. McDonald, which found the old regulation 
to be improper and ordering the VA to re-write it.  Military-
Veterans Advocacy Executive Director Commander John 
B. Wells, USN (Retired), described the new regulation as a 
“betrayal.”  It does not change their old rule,” Wells said.  “It 
merely restates it with language that is just as irrational.” 

 
The new regulation comes on the heels of  a meeting 

between Wells and VA Deputy Secretary Sloan Gibson, 
which occurred last month.  The meeting was arranged as 
a result of  Congressional pressure open a dialogue on Gray 
and the entire Blue Water Navy issue.  During that meeting, 
Wells showed evidence of  the Agent Orange infi ltration 
into the bays, harbors and territorial seas of  the Republic 
of  Vietnam.  The meeting also included the discussion of  a 
report confi rming the presence of  the Agent Orange dioxin 
in the bottom sediment of  Nha Trang Harbor.  Several 
scientifi c studies have shown that the process used to distill 
potable water from salt water, for crew use, did not remove 
the dioxin, and actually enriched it.

 
“These folks got a straight shot into their drinking 

water.”  Wells said.  “Studies conducted for the Australian 
Department of  Veterans Affairs and confi rmed by the 
United States’ Institute of  Medicine have proven that.  Yet 
the bureaucrats at the VA refuse to accept the fact that they 
were wrong.”   

 
Australia has granted the presumption of  exposure to 

their shipboard veterans since 2003.
 
“Sloan Gibson promised me that the VA would keep 

in contact with us and consult with us,” Wells continued.  
“That never happened.”  Wells noted that a similar promise 
of  contribution made in January of  2012 by then VA 
Chief  of  Staff  John Gingrich never materialized either. 
“We tried to give the VA the benefi t of  the doubt but, 
as usual, they disappointed us.” In an e-mail to Gibson, 
Wells wrote:  “While I had hoped that our meeting would 
result in a partnership, the fact that it did not was not 
completely unexpected. Like most veterans, I am used to 
being disappointed by the VA.  Working with you, I believe 
we could have resolved this matter.  Instead, we now have 
to pursue other avenues. But our mission is to work for the 
veterans and we will continue to do that.” Wells, who served 
as a Chief  Engineer on several Navy ships, is a retired surface 
warfare offi cer.  He is now an attorney practicing military 

Veterans Advocate Hits VA “Betrayal”
Submitted by Ken Howard

and veterans law.  He is recognized nationally as the subject 
matter expert on the Blue Water Navy matter. In contrast, 
Wells noted that at the meeting with Gibson the Deputy 
Secretary conceded that the people he had working the issue 
had no surface ship experience.  

 
“The lack of  nautical experience is evident in the new 

regulation and as well as previous VA statements on the 
matter,”   Wells said. Wells promised continued pressure in 
Congress and the courts.  HR 969, which would expand the 
presumption of  exposure to the territorial seas, is pending in 
the House Veterans Affairs Committee with 264 co-sponsors.  
The Companion Senate bill, S 681, has 20 co-sponsors.  The 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee has held one hearing 
on May 13, and is expected to hold another when Congress 
reconvenes.  Currently litigation is pending before the United 
States Court of  Appeals for the DC Circuit and the Court of  
Appeals for Veterans Claims.

Wells, an attorney whose practice focuses on 
military matters, is based in Slidell, Louisiana, near New 
Orleans.  For more information about MVA, visit www.
MilitaryVeteransAdvocacy.org, and fi nd the organization on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Military-
Veterans-Advocacy-Inc/1379899502270588?fref=ts 
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All Public Colleges Will Soon Offer 
Veterans In-state Tuition
Reprinted from the Shreveport, LA Times

Thanks to a new bill veterans won’t have to worry 
about paying out-of-state tuition at any public university. 
Provisions in the Veterans’ Access to Care through Choice, 
Accountability, and Transparency Act of  2014 will require all 
public universities to offer in-state tuition to veterans making 
use of  their GI Bill.

Read the entire article here:
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/

education/higher-ed/2015/08/25/all-public-colleges--soon-
offer-veterans--state-tuition/32330083/

A Bit of  Humor

Through the pitch-
black night, the captain 
sees a light dead ahead on 
a collision course with his 
ship. He sends a signal: 
“Change your course 
ten degrees east.” The light signals back: “Change yours, ten 
degrees west.” Angry, the captain sends: “I’m a Navy captain! 
Change your course, sir!” “I’m a seaman, second class,” 
comes the reply. “Change your course, sir.” Now the captain 
is furious. “I’m a battleship! I’m not changing course!” 
There’s one last reply. “I’m a lighthouse. Your call.”

A Sergeant was addressing a squad of  25 and said: “I 
have a nice easy job for the laziest man here. Put up your 
hand if  you are the laziest.” 24 men raised their hands, and 
the sergeant asked the other man “why didn’t you raise your 
hand?” The man replied: “Too much trouble raising the hand, 
Sarge.”
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Appeals Pamphlet 
http://www.va.gov/vbs/bva/pamphlet.htm 
Board of  Veteran’s Appeals 
http://www.va.gov/vbs/bva/  
Center for Minority Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/centerforminorityveterans/  
Center for Veterans Enterprise 
http://www.vetbiz.gov/library/library.htm  
Center for Women Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/womenvet/  
Compensation Rate Tables, 12-1-03 
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/Rates/comp01.htm  
Department of  Veterans Affairs Home Page 
http://www.va.gov/  
Directory of  Veterans Service Organizations 
http://www1.va.gov/vso/index.cfm?template=view  
Disability Examination Worksheets Index, Comp  
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/Benef  its/exams/index.htm  
Due Process 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admin21/m21_1/mr/part1/
ch02/ch02_seca.doc  
Duty to Assist 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admin21/m21_1/mr/part3/
subptiii/ch01/ch01_seca.doc  
Electronic Code of  Federal Regulations 
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/ecfr/  
Environmental Agents 
http://www1.va .gov/environagents/  
Establishing Combat Veteran Eligibility
http://www4.va.gov/healtheligibility/library/pubs/
combatvet/combatvet.pdf
Evaluation Protocol for Gulf  War And Iraqi Freedom 
Veterans With Potential Exposure to Depleted Uranium 
(DU) 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/duhandbook1303122304.

doc 
See also, Depleted Uranium Fact Sheet 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/
depleteduraniumfaqsheet.doc  
Evaluation Protocol for Non-Gulf  War Veterans With 
Potential Exposure to Depleted Uranium (DU)
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/
duhandbooknongw130340304.doc
Fee Basis, Priority For Outpatient Medical Services And 
Inpatient Hospital Care
http://www4.va.gov/healtheligibility/coveredservices/
specialbenefi ts.asp
Federal Benefi ts for Veterans and Dependants
http://www1.va.gov/opa/publications/benefi ts_book.asp  
Forms and Records Request 
http://www.va.gov/vaforms/  
General Compensation Provisions 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=2094  
Geriatrics and Extended Care 
http://www1.va.gov/geriatricsshg/  
Guideline for Chronic Pain and Fatigue
http://www.healthquality.va.gov/  
Guide to Gulf  War Veteran’s Health 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/vhigulfwar.pdf   
Gulf  War Registry Program (to include Operation Iraqi 
Freedom)
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/
registry_exam.asp
Gulf  War Subject Index 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/page.
cfm?pg=7&template=main&letter=a  
Gulf  War Veteran’s Illnesses Q&As 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/gwillnessesqandasib1041.
pdf   
Hearings 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admi n21/m21_1/mr/part1/
ch04.doc  
Homeless Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/homeless/  
HSR&D Home 
http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/  
Index to Disability Examination Worksheets C&P exams
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/benefi ts/exams/index.htm
Ionizing Radiation 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/ViewPublication.
asp?pub_ID=1374  
Iraqi Freedom/Enduring Freedom Veterans VBA
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/oefoif/resources.
asp
M21-1 Table of  Contents 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/m21_1.html  
Mental Disorders, Schedule of  Ratings 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38cfr/bookc/part4/
s4_130.doc  
Mental Health Program Guidelines 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=1094  
Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Centers 
http://www.mirecc.va.gov/48 
MS (Multiple Sclerosis) Centers of  Excellence 
http://www4.va.gov/ms/ 

These are web-sites that provide information on Veterans 
benefi ts and how to fi le/ask for them.

Accordingly, there are many sites that explain how to 
obtain books, military/medical records, information and how 
to appeal a denied claim with the VA. Nearly 100% of  this 
information is free and available for all veterans, the only 
catch is: you have to ask for it, because they won’t tell you 
about a specifi c benefi t unless you ask for it. 

You need to know what questions to ask so the right 
doors open for you -- and then be ready to have an advocate 
who is willing to work with and for you, stay in the process, 
and press for your rights and your best interests. 

Note: Some of  these links may be outdated, so you would 
have to do a Google search

Every so often we  reprint info that 
is valuable to all veterans.. Thank 
you to Ron Titus for supplying the 
information below.
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My Health e Vet 
http://www.myhealth.va.gov/  
National Association of  State Directors 
http://www.nasdva.net/  
Neurological Conditions and Convulsive Disorders, Schedule 
of  Ratings
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38cfr/bookc/part4/
s4%5F124a.doc
OMI (Offi ce of  Medical Inspector) 
http://www.medicalinspector.va.gov/  
Online VA Form 10-10EZ 
https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/  
Parkinson’s Disease and Related Neurodegenerative 
Disorders 
http://”www1.va.gov/netsixpadrecc/docs/Handout.pdf ” 
and, http://www.parkinsons.va.gov/houston/documents/
bulletin_for_nurses.pdf   
Peacetime Disability Compensation 
 http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgibin/getdoc.
cgi?dbname=browse_usc&docid=cite:+38usc1131 
Pension for Non-Service-Connected Disability or Death
title=”http://veterans.house.gov/documents/title38.
pdf ”>http://veterans.house.gov/documents/title38.pdf
Persian Gulf  Registry Referral Centers
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/docs/gulfwar/gw_
newsletter_feb93.pdf
Persian Gulf  Veterans’ Illnesses Research 2002, Annual 
Report To Congress
hhttp://www.research.va.gov/resources/pubs/gulfwarrpt99.
cfm
Policy Manual Index 
http://www1.va.gov/vapubs/  
Power of  Attorney 
http://www4.va.gov/vaforms/medical/pdf/vha-10-0137-fi ll.
pdf   
Project 112 (Including Project SHAD)
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=2089
Prosthetics Eligibility 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=337  
Public Health and Environmental Hazards Home Page 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/index.asp  
Public Health/SARS 
http://www.houston.va.gov/docs/sars_factsheet.pdf   
Publications Manuals 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/publications.
cfm?Pub=4  
Publications and Reports 
http://www.research.va.gov/resources/pubs/default.cfm 
Request For And Consent To Release Of  Information From 
Claimant’s Records
http://www4.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/va3288.pdf
Research Advisory Committee on Gulf  War Veterans 
Illnesses http://www1.va.gov/rac-gwvi/  
Research and Development 
http://www.research.va.gov/  
Survivor’s and Dependents’ Educational Assistance
https://www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/ch35/ch35_pamphlet_
general.htm
VA Fact Sheet 
http://www.vba.va.gov/vba/benefi ts/factsheets  

VA Health Care Eligibility 
http://www4.va.gov/healtheligibility/  
VA healthcare for Gulf  War Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/  
VA Instituting Global Assessment Of  Function (GAF)
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=1094
VA Life Insurance Handbook 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admin29/
handbook/29_98_01.pdf   
VA Loan Lending Limits and Jumbo Loans 
http://valoans.com/va_facts_limits.cfm  
VA MS Research 
http://www4.va.gov/ms/  
VA National Hepatitis C Program 
http://www.hepatitis.va.gov/  
VA Offi ce of  Research and Development 
http://www.research.va.gov/default.cfm  
VA Trainee Pocket Card on Gulf  War 
http://www.va.gov/oaa/pocketcard/gulfwar.asp  
VA Emergency Management 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/emergencymanagement/  
VA WRIISC-DC 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=1121  
VA OIG Hotline Telephone Number and Address 
http://www4.va.gov/oig/contacts/hotline.asp  
Vet Center Eligibility - Readjustment Counseling Service 
http://www.va.gov/rcs/Eligibility.htm  
Veterans Benefi ts Administration Main Web Page 
http://www.vba.va.gov/  
Veterans Legal and Benefi ts Information 
http://valaw.org/  
VHA Forms, Publications, Manuals 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/  
VHA Programs - Clinical Programs & Initiatives 
http://www1.va.gov/health/  
VHA Public Health Strategic Health Care Group Home Page 
http: //www.publichealth.va.gov 
VHI Guide to Gulf  War Veterans Health http://www.
publichealth.va.gov/vethealthinitiative/gulfwar.asp 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/  
Vocational Rehabilitation Subsistence 
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/sa.htm  
VONAPP online 
http://vabenefi ts.vba.va.gov/vonapp/main.asp  
WARMS - 38 CFR Book C 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/bookc.html  
Wartime Disability Compensation 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgibin/getdoc.
cgi?dbname=browse_usc&docid=cite:+38usc1110  
War-Related Illness and Injury Study Center - New Jersey 
http://www.wri.med.va.gov/  
Welcome to the GI Bill Web Site 
http://www.gibill.va.gov/  
What VA Social Workers Do 
http://www.socialwork.va.gov/socialworkers.asp
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Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 30 November
(A sample of the signifi cant events in U.S. Military History)

Nov 01 1915 – Parris Island is offi cially designated a US 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot.
Nov 01 1952 – Cold War: Operation Ivy – The United 
States successfully detonates the fi rst large hydrogen bomb, 
codenamed “Mike” [“M” for megaton], in the Eniwetok atoll, 
located in the Marshall Islands in the central Pacifi c Ocean. 
The explosion had a yield of  10 megatons.
Nov 01 1968 – Vietnam: President Lyndon B. Johnson calls 
a halt to bombing in Vietnam, hoping this will 
lead to progress at the Paris peace talks.
Nov 02 1783 – American Revolution: In 
Rocky Hill, New Jersey, US General George 
Washington gives his “Farewell Address to the 
Army”.
Nov 03 1943 – WW2: 500 aircraft of  the U.S. 
8th Air Force devastate Wilhelmshafen harbor 
in Germany.
Nov 03 1967 – Vietnam: Beginning of  he 
Battle of  Dak To (3–11 NOV).
Nov 04 1967 – Vietnam: American troops broke a North 
Vietnamese 6 day assault at Loc Ninh, near the Cambodian 
border .
Nov 04 1979 – At the American Embassy in Teheran, Iran, 
90 people, including 63 Americans, are taken hostage for 444 
days by militant student followers of  Ayatollah Khomeini. 
The students demand the return of  Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pablavi, who was undergoing medical treatment in New York 
City.
Nov 05 1862 – American Civil War: Abraham Lincoln 
removes George B. McClellan as commander of  the Union 
Army for the second and fi nal time.
Nov 05 1917 – WWI: General John Pershing leads U.S. 
troops into the fi rst American action against German forces 
near the Rhine–Marne Canal in France.
Nov 06 1942 – WW2: Guadalcanal Campaign – Carlson’s 29 
day patrol begins.
Nov 08 1950 – Korea: United States Air Force Lt. Russell J. 
Brown, while piloting an F–80 Shooting Star, shoots down 
two North Korean MiG–15s in the fi rst jet aircraft–to–jet 
aircraft dogfi ght in history.
Nov 10 1775 – American Revolution: The United States 
Marine Corps is founded at Tun Tavern in Philadelphia 
by Samuel Nicholas. Continental Congress establishes two 
battalions of  Marines.
Nov 10 1782 – American Revolution: In the last battle of  
the Revolution, George Rodgers Clark attacks Indians and 
Loyalists at Chillicothe, in Ohio Territory.
Nov 10 1970 – Vietnam: Vietnamization – For the fi rst 
time in fi ve years, an entire week ends with no reports of  
American combat fatalities in Southeast Asia.

Nov 11 1921 – The Tomb of  the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington Cemetery is dedicated by U.S. President Warren G. 
Harding.
Nov 11 1918 – WWI: War ends at the eleventh hour of  
the eleventh day of  the eleventh month with the signing of  
an Armistice. This is annually honored with a two–minute 
silence.
Nov 11 1968 – Vietnam : Operation Commando Hunt 

initiated. The goal was to interdict men and 
supplies on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, through 
Laos into South Vietnam.
Nov 12 1942 – WW2: The Naval Battle 
of  Guadalcanal between Japanese and 
American forces begins near Guadalcanal. 
The battle lasts for three days.
Nov 13 1942 – World War II: Naval Battle 
of  Guadalcanal – U.S. and Japanese ships 
engage in an intense, close–quarters surface 
naval engagement during the Battle of  

Guadalcanal.
Nov 13 1982 – The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is dedicated 
in Washington, D.C. after a march to its site by thousands of  
Vietnam War veterans.
Nov 14 1965 – Vietnam: The fi rst major engagement 
between regular American and North Vietnamese forces 
occurs with the Battle of  Chu Pon–ia Drang River. U.S. 
1st Calvary fought North Vietnamese regulars 14–17. The 
second battle was fought by ARVN Airborne Brigade 18–26 
NOV.
Nov 19 1863 – Civil War: Lincoln delivers the “Gettysburg 
Address” at the dedication of  the National Cemetery at the 
site of  the Battle of  Gettysburg.
Nov 20 1943 – WW2: U.S. Marines landed on Tarawa in the 
Gilbert Islands, one of  the bloodiest campaigns waged by 
American forces against the Japanese in the Pacifi c.
Nov 23 1863 – Civil War: The Battle of  Chattanooga in 
Tennessee, one of  the most decisive battles of  the War, 
begins. Union forces led by General Ulysses S. Grant 
reinforce troops at Chattanooga, Tennessee and counter-
attack Confederate troops.
Nov 23 1968 – Vietnam: Battle of  Nui Chom Mountain. The 
4th Bn, 31st Infantry, 196th Inf  Bde fought and destroyed 
the 21st NVA Regiment on Nui Chom Mountain southwest 
of  Da Nang in a fi erce six day battle.
Nov 24 1979 – The United States admits that thousands of  
troops in Vietnam were exposed to the toxic Agent Orange.
Nov 30 1782 – American Revolution: Treaty of  Paris - 
In Paris, representatives from the United States and the 
Kingdom of  Great Britain sign preliminary peace articles 
(later formalized as the 1783 Treaty of  Paris).



Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 31 December
(A sample of the signifi cant events in U.S. Military History)

Dec 01 1964 – Vietnam: U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson 
and his top–ranking advisers meet to discuss plans to bomb 
North Vietnam. 
Dec 01 1969 – Vietnam: America’s fi rst draft lottery since 
1942 is held. 
Dec 03 1950 – Korea: The Chinese close in on Pyongyang, 
Korea, and UN forces withdraw southward. Pyongyang falls 
2 days later. 
Dec 05 1965 – Vietnam: First Medal of  Honor 
for action in Vietnam awarded to Army Capt. 
Roger Donlon 
Dec 06 1941 – WW2: President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt issues a personal appeal to Emperor 
Hirohito to use his infl uence to avoid war. 
Dec 07 1941 – WW2: The Imperial Japanese 
Navy attacks the United States Pacifi c Fleet 
and its defending Army Air Forces and Marine 
air forces at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, causing a declaration of  
war upon Japan by the United States. Japan also invades 
Malaya, Thailand, Hong Kong, the Philippines, and the 
Dutch East Indies.
Dec 08 1965 – Vietnam: Operation Tiger Hound – Aerial 
raids begin to interdict the Ho Chi Minh Trail to reduce 
North Vietnamese infi ltration down the trail into South 
Vietnam. Became Operation hunt after 1968. 
Dec 10 1864 – Civil War: Sherman’s March to the Sea – 
Major General William Tecumseh Sherman’s Union Army 
troops reach the outer Confederate defenses of  Savannah, 
Georgia.
Dec 11 1941 – WW2: Germany and fascist Italy declare was 
on America. The U.S. reciprocates. 
Dec 16 1950 – Korea: President Harry Truman declares a 
state of  National Emergency as Chinese communists invade 
deeper into South Korea.
Dec 16 1998 – Iraq: The United States launches a missile 
attack on Iraq for failing to comply with United Nations 
weapons inspectors. 
Dec 18 1916 – WWI: The 10 month Battle of  Verdun (the 
longest engagement of  the war) ends when German forces 
are defeated by the French. Casualties and losses: France 
442k to 540k with 362k KIA – Germany 355k to 435k with 
336k KIA. 
Dec 18 1941 – WW2: Defended by 610 fi ghting men, the 
American held island of  Guam falls to more than 5,000 
Japanese invaders in a 3 hour battle. Casualties and losses: US 

458 – Japan 7 
Dec 18 1972 – Vietnam: The Paris Peace talks temporarily 
fail and President Nixon orders a resumption of  full scale 
bombing of  targets in North Vietnam (i.e. Operation 
Linebacker 2). By 21 DEC eight B–52 bombers and several 
fi ghter–bombers were lost which included at least 43 fl yers 
captured or killed. 
Dec 19 1777 – American Revolution: George Washington’s 

Continental Army goes into winter quarters 
at Valley Forge PA. 
Dec 22 1944 – WW2: Battle of  the Bulge 
– German troops demand the surrender of  
United States troops at Bastogne, Belgium, 
prompting the famous one word reply by 
General Anthony McAuliffe: “Nuts!”
Dec 23 1968 – The 82 sailors from the USS 
Pueblo are released after eleven months of  

internment in North Korea.
Dec 24 1964 – Vietnam: Viet Cong operatives bomb the 
Brinks Hotel in Saigon to demonstrate they can strike an 
American installation in the heavily guarded capital. 
Dec 25 1991 – Cold War: The USSR is declared offi cially 
dissolved marking the end of  the Cold War. 
Dec 25 1868 – U.S. President Andrew Johnson grants 
unconditional pardon to all Civil War Confederate soldiers.
Dec 26 1944 – WW2: Patton’s Third Army breaks the 
encirclement of  surrounded U.S. forces at Bastogne, Belgium. 
Dec 26 1972 – Vietnam: As part of  Operation Linebacker 
II, 120 American B-52 Stratofortress bombers attacked 
Hanoi, including 78 launched from Andersen Air Force Base 
in Guam, the largest single combat launch in Strategic Air 
Command 
Dec 30 1862 – Civil War: The USS Monitor sinks off  Cape 
Hatteras, North Carolina. 
Dec 30 1972 – Vietnam: President Nixon halts the air 
offensive and agrees to resume peace negotiations with 
Hanoi representative Le Duc Tho. 
Dec 31 1946 – President Harry S. Truman offi cially proclaims 
the end of  hostilities in World War II. 
Dec 31 1968 – Vietnam: The bloodiest year of  the war. At 
year’s end, 536,040 American servicemen were stationed in 
Vietnam. Estimates indicated that 181,150 Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese were killed during the year. Allied losses 
were 43,463 KIA. Since January 1961, more than 31,000 U.S. 
servicemen had been killed in Vietnam and over 200,000 U.S. 
personnel had been wounded.






