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Pennsylvania REAL ID Extension
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation reminds customers that 
Pennsylvania is under an enforcement extension from the Department 
of Homeland Security until Oct. 10, 2018, which means that Pennsylva-
nians may use their current driver’s license or ID card to board commer-
cial aircraft or enter federal facilities that require ID until at least that 
date. The Department of Homeland Security has stated that beginning 
Jan. 22, 2018, travelers who have driver’s licenses issued by a state that 
is not yet compliant with REAL ID and that has not received an exten-
sion will need to show an alternative form of acceptable identification 
for domestic air travel.
Because Pennsylvania is currently under a REAL ID extension, travel-
ers with PennDOT-issued driver’s licenses or ID cards may continue to 
use their licenses as usual.
A federally-accepted form of identification (whether it’s the forthcom-
ing Pennsylvania REAL ID driver’s license or ID card, a U.S. Passport/
Passport Card, a military ID, etc.) must be used as identification to 
board a commercial flight or visit a secure federal building on and after 
Oct. 1, 2020.
PennDOT anticipates that REAL ID-compliant driver’s licenses and ID 
cards will be available to customers who want them in spring 2019, and 
it will continue to apply for extensions from DHS until becoming REAL 
ID-compliant. More information about REAL ID, including frequently 
asked questions and information on documents required for REAL ID, 
can be found at www.penndot.gov/REALID.

The 61st Allentown St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Sunday, 
March 18th from 1:30 - 4:30 pm at the Allentown Fairgrounds. Staging 
for the parade will be at the Fairgrounds. Enter through Gate 2 on the 
Southeast corner where we will gather in a group to form up. We will 
bring along the VVA & AVVA Chapter 415 Banners. Chris McAtee 
suggested getting there early to secure parking. (12:30 - 1:00) The pa-
rade route takes us North from 19th and Liberty Sts., West on Tilhman, 
South on 25th and East on Liberty back to the Fairgrounds.

2018 St. Patrick’s Parade: Join Us
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In 1970, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife and member 
of the National League of POW/MIA Families, recog-
nized the need for a symbol of our POW/MIAs. 

Prompted by 
an article in the 
Jacksonville, 
Florida, Times-
Union, Mrs. 
Hoff contact-
ed Norman 
Rivkees, Vice 
President of An-
nin & Company, 
which had made 
a banner for the 
newest member 
of the United 
Nations, the Peo-
ple’s Republic 
of China (PRC), 
as part of their policy to provide flags of all United 
Nations member states. 

Mrs. Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to the 
POW/MIA issue. He and an Annin advertising agency 
employee, Newt Heisley, designed a flag to represent 
our missing men.
 
Following approval by the League’s Board of Direc-
tors at a meeting held January 22-23, 1972, POW/MIA 
flags were manufactured for distribution.  Wanting the 
widest possible dissemination and use of this symbol 
to advocate for improved treatment for and answers 
on American POW/MIAs, no trade mark or copyright 
was sought.  

As a result, widespread use of the League’s POW/
MIA flag is not restricted legally. The large volume 
of commercial production and sales now required to 
meet demands of federal and state laws does not bene-

fit the League financially, though Annin & Company 
did contribute a modest amount on one occasion.      
 
On March 9, 1989, an official League flag – flown 
over the White House on National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day 1988 – was installed in the US Capitol 

Rotunda as a 
result of legis-
lation passed 
overwhelmingly 
during the 100th 
Congress.

In a demonstra-
tion of bipartisan 
Congressional 
support, the 
leadership of both 
Houses hosted the 
installation cer-
emony, at which 
League Executive 
Director Ann 
Mills-Griffiths de-

livered remarks representing the POW/MIA families.
 
The League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever 
displayed in the US Capitol Rotunda where it stands 
as a powerful symbol of America’s determination 
to account for US personnel still missing and unac-
counted-for from the Vietnam War. 

On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress passed US 
Public Law 101-355, which recognized the League’s 
POW/MIA flag and designated it “the symbol of our 
Nation’s concern and commitment to resolving as 
fully as possible the fates of Americans still prison-
er, missing and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia, 
thus ending the uncertainty for their families and the 
Nation”.
 
The importance of the POW/MIA flag lies in its 
continued visibility, a constant reminder of the plight 
of America’s UNRETURNED VETERANS.  Other 

History of  the POW/MIA Flag
Submitted by Bob Adams, Chapter 415

Continued on next page
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than “Old Glory,” the League’s POW/MIA flag is the 
only flag ever to fly over the White House, displayed 
since 1982 in this place of honor on National POW/
MIA Recognition Day.

Passage by the 105th Congress of Section 1082 of 
the 1998 Defense Authorization Act required that the 
League’s POW/MIA flag fly six days each year: 

Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Inde-
pendence Day, National POW/MIA Recognition Day 
and Veterans Day. 

It must be displayed at the White House, the US 
Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense and Veter-
ans Affairs, the headquarters of the Selective Service 
System, major military installations as designated by 
the Secretary of Defense, all Federal cemeteries and 
all offices of the US Postal Service. 

In addition to the specific dates stipulated, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs voluntarily displays our 
POW/MIA flag 24/7. 

The National Vietnam Veterans, Korean War Veterans 
and World War II Memorials are now also required 
by law to display the POW/MIA flag daily. Most state 
capitols have adopted similar laws, as have local gov-
ernments nationwide.
 
LEAGUE POLICY ON POW/MIA FLAG DISPLAY 
was adopted at the League’s 32nd Annual Meeting in 
June, 2001.  Members present overwhelmingly passed 
the following resolution: 

“Be it RESOLVED that the National League of POW/
MIA Families strongly recommends that state and mu-
nicipal entities fly the POW/MIA flag daily to demon-
strate continuing commitment to the goal of the fullest 
possible accounting of all personnel not yet returned 
to American soil.” 

Exam Answers: The following are all answers written by 
children taking exams.
• “When you breathe, you inspire. 

When you do not breath, you 
expire.”

• “To collect fumes of  sulphur, 
hold a deacon over a flame in a 
test tube”

• “When you smell an odorless 
gas, it is probably carbon 
monoxide”

• “Nitrogen is not found in 
Ireland because it is not found 
in a free state”

• “Three kinds of  blood vessels are arteries, vanes and 
caterpillars.”

• “Blood flows down one leg and up the other.”
• “Respiration is composed of  two acts, first inspiration, 

and then expectoration.”
• “The moon is a planet just like the earth, only it is even 

deader.”
• “Dew is formed on leaves when the sun shines down on 

them and makes them perspire.”
• “A super-saturated solution is one that holds more than it 

can hold.”
• “Mushrooms always grow in damp places and so they look 

like umbrellas.”
• “The pistol of  a flower is its only protections against 

insects.”
• “The alimentary canal is located in the northern part of  

Indiana.”
• “A permanent set of  teeth consists of  eight canines, eight 

cuspids, two molars, and eight cuspidors.”
• “A fossil is an extinct animal. The older it is, the more 

extinct it is.”
• “Equator: A managerie lion running around the Earth 

through Africa.”
• “Germinate: To become a naturalized German.”
• “Liter: A nest of  young puppies.”
• “Magnet: Something you find crawling all over a dead cat.”
• “Momentum: What you give a person when they are going 

away.”
• “Rhubarb: A kind of  celery gone bloodshot.”
• “Vacuum: A large, empty space where the pope lives.”
• “Before giving a blood transfusion, find out if  the blood is 

affirmative or negative.”
• “To remove dust from the eye, pull the eye down over the 

nose.”
• “For a nosebleed: Put the nose much lower then the body 

until the heart stops.”
• “To keep milk from turning sour: Keep it in the cow.”

Humor To Pass The TimeContinued from previous page
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continued from previous page

New Medicare ID Cards 
Coming in April
Beginning in April, Medicare beneficiaries in the 
District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia, Delaware and Virginia, along with those 
in Alaska, the Northern Mariana Islands, Cali-
fornia, Hawaii, Oregon, American Samoa and 
Guam, will be the first to receive Medicare cards 
with new ID numbers and no Social Security 
numbers in an effort to reduce identity theft and 
fraud risks. 

Physicians have voiced concerns about the 
change, such as the lack of guidance and the 
need to update EHR systems to accept the new 
Medicare ID numbers. Since the beginning of 
the Medicare program, Social Security numbers 

have been used as the beneficiary identifier for ad-
ministering services. The Medicare Access and CHIP 
Reauthorization Act required  CMS to remove the 
numbers from Medicare cards because of identity theft 
and fraud risks.
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Chapter 415 Presents Challenge Coins to PBS39/Penn State Staff
Art Villafane, Chapter 415

At PBS39 headquarters, Gary Powers and Art Villafane presented members of PBS39 with challenge coins for 
their efforts in producing the very successful “The War Is Still With Us” podcast series. Also honored were two 
member from Penn State - Lehigh Valley.

Ann Lalik / Jessie Heimann
Penn State Lehigh Valley

Maria Esposito

Julie Zumas

Josh Muehlberger

Jessica Lee

DaWayne Cleckley

Tim Fallon

Not pictured - John DeSentis
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Recent AVVA Luncheon

VVA: Strengthen VA Healthcare System, 
Don’t Let ‘Privatization’ Decimate It
From VVA Weekly
“There are those who insist the VA healthcare system 
is irredeemably broken and that privatization is the 
only answer to improving health care for veterans,” 
said John Rowan, National President of Vietnam Vet-
erans of America, to a joint session of the House and 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committees on March 6.

 “This is far from the truth. VA’s integrated, man-
agedhealthcare system needs to be strengthened, not 
decimated,” said Rowan.“What is absent is the orga-
nizational capacity to treat our nation’s veterans in 
public and private hospitals across the country,” said 
Rowan, noting that the cause of the scandal at the 
Phoenix VA Medical Center leading to the enactment 
in 2014 of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Account-
abilityAct was not incompetence or venality, rather it 
was a serious shortage of clinicians needed to meet a 
steadily increasing demand for health care. 

“The privatization of VA healthcare will take the VA, 
the taxpayers, and our veterans who depend on the VA 

down a slippery slope to a very expensive disaster,” 
said Rowan. “The Veterans Health Administration 
would be transformed into a cash cow, giving veter-
ans eligible for VA healthcare the choice to seek their 
medical treatment anywhere, with a clinician of their 
choosing.” 

Citing the staggering cost estimates of varying levels 
of privatizing the VA’s healthcare system (Commis-
sion on Care Final Report), Rowan cautioned, “there 
are those who would destroy VA healthcare for their 
own short-term profit. Those who knock the ‘failed’ 
VA are seemingly oblivious to the reform efforts 
advocated for and instituted by VA Secretary David 
Shulkin.” 

“Most VAMCs in effect provide eligible veterans 
with one-stop shopping for everything from flu shots 
to life-saving surgery, coordinated by their primary 
care provider,” noted Rowan. “Savvy veterans can 
stack three, four, five appointments in a single day. 
Try doing this in your local hospital or medical center. 
Does anyone here think that getting appointments to 
see three, four, or five specialists in a day is feasible in 
these entities?”
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Stars and Stripes:
The remains of an airman listed as “missing in action” 
during the Vietnam War have been recovered.

Officials with the U.S. Department of Defense con-
firmed the remains of Pfc. Kenneth Leroy Cunning-
ham of Ellery, Illinois.

He had been missing since Oct. 3, 1969. He was 21 at 
the time.

Cunningham’s remains will be flown back to the 
United States later this month, arriving at the airport 
in Louisville, Kentucky on Jan 19. His remains will be 
escorted back to Albion, Illinois for funeral services 
and burial at the Little Prairie Christian Church on 
Jan. 21.

On Oct. 3, 1969, First Lt. Paul L. Graffe, a pilot, and 
Cunningham departed from Phu Hiep, South Vietnam 
during the early evening for a nighttime surveillance 
mission of targets located in the tri-border area of 
Cambodia, Laos and South Vietnam.

The aircraft, an OV1C Mohawk plane, was equipped 
with surveillance equipment, but was not armed. The 
aircraft failed to return at its scheduled time. Two days 
later, search-and-rescue aircraft located the wreckage 
of an aircraft atop a 7,000-foot peak in a mountain 
range north of the city of Kontum. The wreckage was 
positively identified as that of Graffe and Cunning-
ham’s aircraft. Efforts were made to insert a ground 
team at the site on Oct. 5 and Oct. 6, but bad weather 
prevented the mission.

A later effort was scrubbed for fear that enemy troops had a 
set a trap at the crash site.

Dave Cunningham of  Fairfield, Illinois was 12 when his 
brother’s plane went missing.

“The news is sort of  bittersweet,” Dave said. “We now know 
that he died at the crash site and not in a concentration camp. 

What we still don’t know is if  his plane was shot down. It was 
very foggy and rainy the night his plane disappeared. They 
may have just flown into the side of  the mountain. What we 
know now closes a chapter, but not the book.”

“I still remember the last thing that Kenneth asked me to do 
at the airport before he left for Vietnam,” Dave said. “He 
asked me to take care of  mom and dad.”

Cunningham’s father, Arthur Neal Cunningham died in 1988. 
His mother, Margaret Cunningham, died in April of  last year 
at the age of  96.

“Mom never gave up hope,” Dave said. “Growing up, we 
lived in a very small house and slept in the same bed. We had 
a lot of  nighttime talks. He was nine years older than me, so I 
remember him taking me places when he was home on leave. 
He took me places like a big brother would – places I nor-
mally wouldn’t have been able to go.”

Survivors include two brothers, Dave Cunningham of  Fair-
field and Arthur Cunningham, Jr. of  Jasonville, Indiana, and a 
sister, Ruth Barnett of  Samsville, Illinois.

Remains of  Illinois Soldier, Missing 
Since 1969, Coming Home
Submitted by Rich Sam, Chapter 415
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DRIVER TRAINING PROGRAM 

Attention all Veterans, currently serving 
military, military spouses and adult children! 

 

FREE Truck Driver Training 
Leading to Licensure and a Well-Paying Career 

 

Who is eligible? 

If you are a current or former member of the US Armed Forces, including the 
Guard and Reserves, you qualify!   Spouses and Adult Children too! 

You must live in Northampton, Monroe, Pike, Wayne, Carbon, or Lackawanna County.  Documents 
are required to prove eligibility including but not limited to:  DD-214, Military ID, and Retiree Card. 
 

What is covered? 
 

Your training is FREE.  We cover your tuition of $4,200. 

Day and evening classes throughout the year.  Day classes are 6 weeks and meet Monday 
through Friday 8:00AM to 4:30PM.  Evening classes are 8 weeks and meet Monday through 
Friday 5:00PM to 10:00PM and Saturday 8:00AM to 4:30PM. 

How to apply: 

Contact the Driver Training Program at the NCC Monroe Campus at 570-369-1885 to make an 
appointment. 

 

Submitted by George Puzio, Chapter 415


