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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
Monthly chapter meeting: First 
Thursday of  the month
April 9, 2016 - El Shaddai Stand 
Down 529 E. Broad St. Bethlehem.
April 22, 2016 - US Navy Band and 
Chorus, free admission, Phillipsburg 
H.S. 200 Hillcrest Blvd. Phillipsburg, 
NJ 08865. (908) 213-2438 for tickets,
June 12, 2016 - Vettes for Vets Car 
Show with Chapter VVA678.
El Shaddai Stand Downs have also 
been scheduled for the following dates: 
June 11, August 13, Oct 15

Banko Meeting Facility Has Moved

As tax-filing season begins, Veterans should be aware of  people contacting 
them who claim to be from the Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury. 

These IRS tax impersonators have been using phone calls and emails to take 
millions of  dollars from taxpayers in every state in the country. The callers tell 
intended victims they owe taxes and must pay using a pre-paid debit card, money 
order or a wire transfer. The scammers threaten those who refuse to pay with 
being charged for a criminal violation, a grand jury indictment, immediate arrest, 
deportation or loss of  a business or driver’s license.

Read the entire story here.

Veterans Should Remain on High Alert for IRS 
Impersonators
Originally posted Department of Veterans Affairs Website
Submitted by Ken Howard, VVA 415

The address for the new meeting room for Chapter 415 is:
Lehigh Valley Hospital - Muhlenberg
2545 Schoenersville Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18017
To find the mew meeting room go through the main entrance and immediately 
turn left and go to the far room.

Forward Observer — Getting the Right Treatment
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski, VVA 415

Newly Formed Department Steps In 
Earlier this year, the relatively new Pennsylvania 

Department of  Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) 
stepped in and righted a wrong over a matter of  significance 
to those veterans who struggle with alcohol or drug use. Its 
action should not go unnoticed, for it has a deep impact on 
the way business has been done in the past.

Effective 1 January 2016, according one of  its policy 
bulletins1, veterans are now considered a priority population 
for treatment in Pennsylvania. They can no longer be denied access to those 
county drug and alcohol services offered to other citizens of  the commonwealth, 
as had been occurring.

Read the entire story at: https://lvmac.wordpress.com/2016/02/26/forward-
observer-getting-the-right-treatment/
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Chapter 415 Volunteers To Help The Homeless 
at El Shaddai in Bethlehem
Submitted by Art Villafane

Members of Chapter 415 volunteered to help feed and clothe the homeless of the Lehigh Valley 
in February of this year. Photos by George. Puzio, Event Photography and Art Villafane.
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When is it Appropriate 
for Veterans to Salute?
From Militarty Money Matters

This question has 
come up from time to 
time and this article gives 
us an answer

by Howard Callaway 
(Columbus, GA.)

When is it appropriate for 
veterans to salute?

How about for the singing of  the National Anthem or reciting the 
Pledge of  Allegiance before a meeting?

The U.S. Code title quoted in this article is:
Sec. 594. Conduct By Members Of  The Armed Forces 

And Veterans Out Of  Uniform During Hoisting, Lowering, 
Or Passing Of  United States Flag.

On these occasions the appropriate civilian response 
has been to remove hat and place hand on chest, but as a 
Veteran, I have always felt like saluting. These ceremonies do 
not involve the hoisting, lowering or passing of  the US Flag, 
but they do seem to follow in the spirit of  this bill.

Do you have an answer?
“... Congress (included) in the Defense Authorization 

Act of  2009 an amendment that clarifies that veterans not in 
uniform are authorized to render a hand salute when the flag 
is raised, lowered, or passing, and during the national anthem 
and pledge of  allegiance.”

Read more: http://www.military-money-matters.
com/when-is-it-appropriate-for-veterans-to-salute.
html#ixzz43Mx8qDH4

Patriot Guard Riders
by Art Villafane, VVA Chapter 415

Recently we had our local representative of  the Patriot 
guard Riders give a presentationto our membership on the 
group’s mission. The Patriot Guard Riders will accompany 
an armed forces member when he or she is interred. They 
welcome volunteers from our chapter to join them in 
performing their duties.

The information below is taken from their website.

Our Vision
The Patriot Guard Riders is a diverse amalgamation of  

riders from across the nation. We have one thing in common 
besides motorcycles. We have an unwavering respect for 
those who risk their very lives for America’s freedom and 
security including Fallen Military Heroes, First Responders 
and Honorably Discharged Veterans. If  you share this 
respect, please join us.

We don’t care what you ride or if  you ride, what your 
political views are, or whether you’re a hawk or a dove. It is 
not a requirement that you be a veteran. It doesn’t matter 
where you’re from or what your income is; you don’t even 
have to ride. The only prerequisite is Respect.

Our main mission is to attend the funeral services of  
fallen American heroes as invited guests of  the family. Each 
mission we undertake has two basic objectives:

1. Show our sincere respect for our fallen heroes, their 
families, and their communities.

2. Shield the mourning family and their friends from 
interruptions created by any protestor or group of  
protestors.

We accomplish the latter through strictly legal and non-
violent means.

To those of  you who are currently serving and fighting 
for the freedoms of  others, at home and abroad, please know 
that we are backing you. We honor and support you with 
every mission we carry out, and we are praying for a safe 
return home for all.

If  you think or know one of  these hazardous exposures 
applies to you or a loved one, contact the Environmental 
Health Coordinator of  your servicing VA facility to discuss 
your situation. These are easily found on this site:  
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp.  

In the Lehigh Valley, contact Georgianne Nagle, Wilkes-Barre 
VA Medical Center, at tel: 1-877-928-2621 ext. 4451/4164 
(toll free) or 570- 824-3521 ext. 4451/4164 or via email: 
Georgianne.Nagle@va.gov (replaces Casilda Ortiz).
Full information at: https://lvmac.wordpress.com/
resources/hazardous_exposures/#Intro

New Contact for Agent Orange Issues
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski, VVA 415
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In September of  2005, on the first 
day of  school, Martha Cothren, 
a History teacher at Robinson 
High School in Little Rock, did 
something not to be forgotten. 

On the first day of  school, with 
the permission of  the school 
superintendent, the principal 
and the building supervisor, she 
removed all of  the desks in her 
classroom. 
When the first period kids entered 
the room they discovered that 
there were no desks. 

‘Ms. Cothren, where are our desks?’
She replied, ‘You can’t have a desk until you tell me how you 
earn the right to sit at a desk.’ 
They thought, ‘Well, maybe it’s our grades.’ 
‘No,’ she said. 
‘Maybe it’s our behavior.’ 
She told them, ‘No, it’s not even your behavior.’
So, they came and went, the first period, second period, third 
period. Still, no desks were in the classroom. Kids called 
their parents to tell them what was happening and by early 
afternoon television news crews had started gathering at the 
school to report about this crazy teacher who had taken all 
the desks out of  her classroom.
The final period of  the day came and as the puzzled students 
found seats on the floor of  the desk-less classroom, Martha 
Cothren said, ‘Throughout the day no one has been able to 
tell me just what he or she has done to earn the right to sit at 
the desks that are ordinarily found in this classroom. Now I 
am going to tell you.’
At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the door of  her 
classroom and opened it. 
Twenty-seven (27) U.S. Armed Services veterans, all in 
uniform, walked into that classroom, each one carrying a 
school desk. The vets began placing the school desks in rows, 
and then they would walk over and stand alongside the wall. 
By the time the last soldier had set the final desk in place, 
those kids started to understand, perhaps for the first time in 
their lives, just how the right to sit at those desks had been 
earned.
Martha said, ‘You didn’t earn the right to sit at these desks. 
These heroes did it for you. They placed the desks here for 
you. They went halfway around the world, giving up their 
education and interrupting their careers and families so you 
could have the freedoms you have. 

Continued in next column

High School Teacher Leads the Way
Submitted by Bob Adams, AVVA 415

Volunteers Needed for Moving Wall
Submitted by Sarah Pendleton

Veterans, 

We need your help!! 
There is an exciting opportunity happening at the U.S. Army 
Heritage and Education Center (USAHEC) in Carlisle, PA! 
This year, as part of  our annual living history event, Army 
Heritage Days on May 21 and 22, we will be hosting The 
Moving Wall, which is a traveling replica of  the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington D.C. 

Because this is a huge project, we are looking for 10-12 
volunteers to help with several aspects, including: set up 
on May 19th, tear down on May 23rd, and guides to help 
visitors find names on the wall throughout the event. We 
really cannot make this happen without our area Veteran’s 
support!

If  you are interested in helping us out, please contact Sarah 
Pendleton at sarah.a.pendleton.naf@mail.mil 
or 717-245-3218 for further information. 

Thank you so much!

Continued from previous column
Now, it’s up to you to sit in them. It is your responsibility 
to learn, to be good students, and to be good citizens. They 
paid the price so that you could have the freedom to get an 
education. Don’t ever forget it.’

By the way, this is a true story. This teacher was awarded the 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars’ Teacher of  the Year for the State 
of  Arkansas in 2006. She is the daughter of  a WWII POW.
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My name is Janelle 
Yonkovitch and I am the 
Group Sales Associate for 
the Reading Fightin Phils 
Baseball Team. 
I would love to work with 
you to coordinate a group 
from your company to come 
to the ballpark for a game 
this season. 2016 marks our 

50th Anniversary of  affiliate with the Philadelphia Phillies so 
it’s going to be one of  the most exciting seasons in history 
in all of  baseball!

Here is a link to all of  our group and picnic areas:
http://tinyurl.com/hnfafp4. 

But the fun doesn’t stop here because this year we are also 
introducing the brand new Dugout Suite! Built directly on 
field level, it holds 56 people, offers full waitress service 
and an option to add on all-you-can-eat and/or all-you-can-
drink with a pregame cocktail party on the warning track 
during batting practice. You are literally watching the game 
from a players view! Additionally, the entire area is handicap 
accessible with removable seating.

This area is perfect for any kind of  event; company outings, 
birthday parties, reunions, bachelor parties, little league 
celebrations and so much more!
Tickets start at just $25 but dates are filling up very quickly. 
Here is a link to the availability for all the picnic areas in the 
ballpark including the Dugout Suite:
http://tinyurl.com/hg74pqe
Game availability is limited so book your group outing 
today!

Baseball Outing at Reading PA.
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA 4154

McNeill, Boscola Host April 17 
Senior Fair in 
Bethlehem 
State Rep. Daniel McNeill, 
D-Lehigh, and State Sen. 
Lisa Boscola, D-Lehigh/
Northampton, will host a senior 
fair from 9 a.m. to noon Friday, 
April 17 at the Westgate Mall, 
2285 Schoenersville Road, 
Bethlehem. 

Over 80 state and local 
organizations will be available to 
share information on programs 
and services benefiti ng older Pennsylvanians in the Lehigh 
Valley. 

McNeill and Boscola said the fair will also include free 
health screenings, refreshments and door prizes. 
“This event will provide a one-stop shop for seniors who 
want to learn more about what programs and services from 
the state and in our area are available to them,” McNeill said. 
“There is plenty of  free parking and the mall is accessi-
ble via the LANTA bus 105 route. I encourage all seniors to 
attend.”  
Residents can get more information about the senior fair by 
calling McNeill’s Whitehall office at (610) 266 -1273

Senior Fair - Lehigh Valley
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA 4154

Monroe Honor Guard Seeks 
Volunteers
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA 4154
The Monroe County Honor Guard needs your help. We are 
in desperate need of  members in Monroe & Pike County. 

We are a small independent group of  Veterans formed in 
2011. Our Mission is to assist the Military with Funeral 
Honors for our deceased veterans. Since 2011 we have done 
almost 300 funerals. The average age of  us doing funerals 
during  the week is 65 to 77 years old. Many of  our younger 
members work & have families to support. They are always 
there when they are free. Since we formed in 2011 we have 
never charged a Veterans Family for our Service. 

Please forward this to your friends, fellow Veterans & other 
Veterans Organizations. If  you have face book or a web 
site please put this up for us. Anyone interested in joining 
contact Tom Bowditch, Commander 570-595-7145 or 
tbow49@aol.com Thanks

A sergeant was addressing a squad of  25 and said: “I have 
a nice easy job for the laziest man here. Put up your hand 
if  you are the laziest.” 24 men raised their hands, and the 
sergeant asked the other man “why didn’t you raise your 
hand?” The man replied: “Too much trouble raising the 
hand, Sarge.”

A drill sergeant had just chewed out one of  his cadets, and 
as he was walking away, he turned to the cadet and said, “I 
guess when I die you’ll come and dance on my grave.” The 
cadet replied, “Not me, Sarge…no sir! I promised myself  
that when I got out of  the Army I’d never stand in another 
line!”

Military Humor
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 2016 Itinerary for Quang Nam, Vietnam (10 days) 
 

 
Day 1 – Thursday 
September 1, 2016 
 
Departure 

 
• Suggested departure for North American volunteers 

 

 
Day 2 – Friday 
September 2, 2016 
 
Travel Day 

 
• Travel day 

 

 
Day 3 – Saturday 
September 3, 2016 
 
Arrival 

 
• Arrival in Da Nang 
• Free time 
• Dinner 
• Overnight in Da Nang 

 
Days 4 –Sunday 
September 4, 2016 
 
Welcome and Orientation 

 
• Free time in the morning 
• Travel to Quang Nam in the afternoon 
• Orientation and welcome dinner 

 
 
Day 5-8 –  
Monday-Friday 
September 5-9, 2016 
 
Typical work days 
 

 
• Breakfast served before traveling to worksite 
• Work from 8am-5pm with lunch on site 
• Free time after work to clean up 
• Dinner 
• Time for team activities 

 
 
Day 9–  
Saturday  
 
Free days 

 
• Free day for cultural activities or sight seeing 
• Travel back to Da Nang 
• Overnight in Da Nang 

 
Day 10- Sunday 
 
Departure 
 

• Depart for home or continue your travels in SE Asia  

 

 
Note: The arrival and departure days may vary based on each volunteer’s flight schedule. Your GV trip cost includes donations to 
Habitat for Humanity Vietnam and Habitat for Humanity International; meals; accommodations; transport, excluding airfare; 
cultural activities; health, accident, and emergency evacuation insurance; and team coordination from HFHI and the host program. 

The trip cost does not include airfare, R&R activities, and visa and exit fees (where applicable). All R&R arrangements should be 
made independently by the team and directly with tour operators. 

Team members arriving earlier or staying later than this itinerary are responsible for their own transport, hotel arrangements, and 
payments. 

Tom Roney has identified the Habitat for Humanity Build Trip he will be doing this year and 
would like to share some information with the membership
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• Mar 01 1942 – WW2: 3 day Battle of  Java Sea ends. US 
suffers a major naval defeat.

• Mar 01 1965 – Vietnam: Ambassador Maxwell Taylor 
informs South Vietnamese Premier Phan Huy Quat that 
the United States is preparing to send 3,500 U.S. Marines 
to Vietnam to protect the U.S. airbase at Da Nang.

• Mar 02 1965 – Vietnam: The US and South Vietnamese 
Air Force begin Operation Rolling Thunder, a sustained 
bombing campaign against North Vietnam.

• Mar 02 1991 – Gulf  War: Battle at 
Rumaila Oil Field brings end to the 1991 
Gulf  War.

• Mar 03 1776 – American Revolution: The 
first amphibious landing of  the United 
States Marine Corps begins the Battle of  
Nassau.

• Mar 03 1863 – Civil War: U.S. Congress 
passes a conscription act that produces 
the first wartime draft of  U.S. citizens in 
American history.

• Mar 03 1931 – The United States adopts The Star–
Spangled Banner as its national anthem.

• Mar 04 1944 – WW2: 1st US bombing of  Berlin 
Germany.

• Mar 05 1770 – Boston Massacre. British troops kill 5 in 
crowd. Crispus Attackus becomes 1st black man to die 
for American freedom.

• Mar 06 1836 – Texas Revolution: Battle of  the Alamo – 
After a thirteen day siege by an army of  3,000 Mexican 
troops, the 187 Texas volunteers, including frontiersman 
Davy Crockett and colonel Jim Bowie, defending the 
Alamo are killed and the fort is captured. Mexican losses 
are about 600.

• Mar 07 1968 – Vietnam War: The Battle of  Saigon begun 
on the day of  the Tet Offensive ends.

• Mar 08 1965 – Vietnam: More than 4,000 Marines land 
at Da Nang in South Vietnam and become the first U.S. 
combat troops in Vietnam

• Mar 09 1862 – Civil War: The USS Monitor and CSS 
Virginia fight to a draw in the Battle of  Hampton Roads 
the first fight between two ironclad warships.

• Mar 10 1942 – WW2: General Douglas MacArthur 
abandons Corregidor.

• Mar 14 1916 – WWI: Battle of  Verdun – German attack 
on Mort–Homme ridge West of  Verdun.

• Mar 16 1945 – WW2: The Battle of  Iwo Jima ends but 
small pockets of  Japanese resistance persist. Casualties 
and losses: US 26,038 - JP 22,060

Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 31 March
(A sample of the significant events in U.S. Military History)

• Mar 17 1776 – American Revolution: British forces 
evacuate Boston, Massachusetts.

• Mar 17 1973 – Vietnam: First POWs are released from 
the “Hanoi Hilton” in Hanoi, North Vietnam.

• Mar 18 1945 – WW2: 1,250 U.S. bombers attack Berlin.
• Mar 19 1865 – Civil War: The Battle of  Bentonville 

begins. By the end of  the battle two days later, 
Confederate forces had retreated from Four Oaks, North 
Carolina. Casualties and losses: US 1,527 - CSA 2,606

• Mar 19 1941 – WW2: The 99th 
Pursuit Squadron also known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen, the first all–black unit of  
the Army Air Corp, is activated.
• Mar 19 1945 – WW2: Adolf  
Hitler issues his “Nero Decree” ordering 
all industries, military installations, 
shops, transportation facilities and 
communications facilities in Germany to be 
destroyed.
• Mar 20 1942 – WW II: General 

Douglas MacArthur, at Terowie, South Australia, makes 
his famous speech regarding the fall of  the Philippines, in 
which he says: “I came out of  Bataan and I shall return”.

• Mar 23 1775 – Revolutionary War: Patrick Henry delivers 
his speech “Give me Liberty, or give me Death!” at St. 
John’s Church in Richmond, Virginia.

• Mar 23 1942 – WW2: U.S. move native–born of  Japanese 
ancestry into detention centers.

• Mar 26 1945 – WW2: U.S. 7th Army crosses Rhine at 
Worms Germany.

• Mar 27 1836 – Texas Revolution: Goliad massacre – 
Antonio López de Santa Anna orders the Mexican army 
to kill about 400 Texas POWs at Goliad, Texas.

• Mar 27 1846 – Mexican–American War: Siege of  Fort 
Texas.

• Mar 27 1952 Korea: Elements of  the U.S. Eighth Army 
reach the 38th parallel.

• Mar 29 1973 – Vietnam: Last U.S. combat soldiers leave, 
9 yrs after Tonkin Resolution.

• Mar 30 1944 – WW2: The U.S. fleet attacks Palau, near 
the Philippines.

• Mar 30 1972 – Vietnam: The Easter Offensive begins 
with Hanoi launching its heaviest attack in four years, 
crossing into the DMZ.

• Mar 31 1941 – WW2: Germany begins a counter 
offensive in Africa.

• Mar 31 1965 – Vietnam: U.S. ordered the 1st combat 
troops to Vietnam.


