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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
Monthly chapter meeting: First 
Thursday of  the month
El Shaddai Stand Downs have also 
been scheduled for the following date: 
Oct 15, new location

Closing ceremony today with my team and the family we built for with their 
parents. The older generation of  the family helped us too! Worked incredibly 
hard and the parents are 76 and 80!

Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting Video 
Our Agent Orange Town Hall Meeting video has been completed. It is available 
for sale to those who are interested.

There are two versions.
The 36 minute condensed version is available on DVD for $5.
The complete, unedited version is 2 hours and is available for $10.
Please contact Art Villafane at 610-400-9322 to place an order.
He will have them available at the next few chapter meetings for your 
convenience.
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Sunday, September 25th Chapter 415 participated in a Car Show in Wind 
Gap, PA.  It was the Vettes-4-Vets Fall Car Show at the Chevy Dealership.  
Here are some pictures from that event.

Photos are courtesy of  George Puzio, VVA Chapter 415
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Pictures from the Agent Orange Town Hall in Kennilworth, New Jersey on 
September 18th.  It was sponsored by the New Jersey VVA State Council.  
The guy in the yellow shirt is Herb Worthington, VVA National Chair for 
Agent Orange. Mike Regrut also spoke.

Photos are courtesy of  George Puzio, VVA Chapter 415
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The VA announced August 30 that it has awarded 
approximately $300 million more in grants under the 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families program to help 
thousands of  very low-income veteran families around 
the nation who are permanently housed or transitioning 
to permanent housing. SSVF funding, which supports 
outreach, case management, and other flexible assistance to 
prevent veteran homelessness or rapidly re-house veterans 
who become homeless, has been awarded to 275 non-profit 
organizations in all 50 states, DC, Guam, Puerto Rico, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. A list of  SSVF grantees is located at 
www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp.

VA Awards $300 Mil in Grants to 
End Homelessness
from VVA Web Weekly

Maj. Dean A. Klenda, Welcome 
Home!

U.S. Air Force Maj. Dean A. 
Klenda, 25, of  Marion, Kansas, 
will be buried Sept. 17 in Pilsen, 
Kansas. On Sept. 17, 1965, Klenda 
was assigned to the 67th Tactical 
Fighter Squadron as the pilot of  
an F-105D Thunderchief  that was 
attacking enemy targets in Son 
La Province, Vietnam. Klenda�s 
aircraft was struck by enemy fire. 
He failed to separate from his 

ejection seat before it hit the ground. Between 1993 and 
1999, multiple joint recovery teams investigated the crash 
site. In November 2011, a joint recovery team interviewed a 
Vietnamese veteran, who reported that in1996 he had found 
remains and had buried the remains in a field five kilometers 
away from the crash site. With this information, the team was 
able to recover his remains

VA Starts Nationwide Study of  
Vietnam-era Vets
from VVA Web Weekly
The Vietnam Era Health Retrospective Observational Study 
(VE-HEROeS) is a nationwide survey study that will help 
the Department of  Veterans Affairs (VA) understand the 
current health and overall well-being of  Veterans as they 
age. Comparing Vietnam Veterans and Veterans who served 
elsewhere during the Vietnam Era (1961-1975) to similarly 
aged people who never served in the military, we want to 
know if  there are differences in: physical and mental health 
conditions; age-related health conditions; lifestyle, including 
tobacco use and health care use; and health experiences of  
children. This study involves a questionnaire for every study 
participant and medical records review for a smaller group 
of  participants. 

Who can join?  VA researchers will invite approximately 
43,000 Vietnam and Vietnam Era Veterans, including Blue 
Water Navy Veterans and 11,000 similarly aged U.S. residents 
who never served in the military If  you are invited to 
participate in VE-HEROeS, please do so. Your participation 
is voluntary. VVA�s Dr. Tom Berger serves as a member of  
the VE-HEROeS advisory committee.

Poppy Days
from Gary Powers, VVA, Chapter 415

I have secured a few 
venues and dates for 
VVA Chapter 415 
and the AVVA to sell 
Vietnam Poppies.
Sunday October 30th at 
Walmart at 3926 Linden 
Street (Route 191) in 
Bethlehem PA.  

Thursday and Friday 
November 4th and 5th 
at Hobby Lobby at the 
Northampton Crossings 
Shopping Center at 3750 
Easton-Nazareth Hwy. (Route 248) Easton, PA.

Saturday & Sunday November 5th & 6th at the Walmart 
SuperCenter 3722 Easton Nazareth Hwy. (Route 248) 
Easton PA 

Note: The Hobby Lobby and Walmart on Rt. 248 are 
actually on respectively, the North end and the South end of  
the same strip of  stores.

 Navy Cross recipient Staff  Sgt. Cliff  Wooldridge, who 
killed a Taliban fighter in hand-to-hand combat, has left the 
Marine Corps after spending nine years in the service.

“I enjoyed my time in the Marine Corps,” Wooldridge told 
Marine Corps Times. “It’s had a huge impact on my life. I’m 
going to miss the men I’ve served with and miss being in the 
fight with them.”

Read entire story at http://tinyurl.com/gvggmtp

Staff  Sgt. Who Killed Taliban Fighter in 
Hand-to-Hand Combat Leaves Corps
from Marine Times, submitted by Ken Howard, 
VVA, Chapter 415



October  2016 - Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 415           5

VA Now Taking Health Benefits 
Applications by Phone
from Military Times
Veterans can now apply for Veterans Affairs health benefits 
over the phone. 
The VA published a final regulation on Monday that allows 
former service members to complete VA health care 
applications by calling 877-222-8387.  
The line is manned by VA employees who walk the veterans 
through the process, including providing them information 
on copayment requirements and third party insurance. 
Previously, VA required veterans to apply in person at a 
VA medical center or submitting a paper application to 
the department. But the system was beset with problems, 
creating a backlog of  847,882 applications that stretched 
back nearly 15 years and included submissions from more 
than 300,000 deceased veterans. 
http://www.militarytimes.com/articles/va-now-taking-
health-benefits-applications-by-phone

According to a September 12 Stars and Stripes article 
by Nikki Wentling, the VA has proposed to establish 
presumption of  service connection for eight diseases 
associated with exposure to contaminants in the water 
supply at Camp Lejeune, NC. Based on evidence from 
several internationally recognized scientific authorities, 
including the National Academies of  Sciences, Secretary 
of  Veterans Affairs Bob McDonald has determined there 
is sufficient scientific and medical evidence available to 
establish a presumption of  connection between exposure to 
contaminants in the water supply at Camp Lejeune and the 
following eight diseases: adult leukemia, aplastic anemia and 
other myelodysplastic syndromes, bladder cancer, kidney 
cancer, liver cancer, multiple myeloma, non-Hodgkin�s 
lymphoma and Parkinson�s disease. The proposed regulation 
can be viewed at this link: www.regulations.gov. The 30 day 
public comment period will be open until Oct. 10, 2016.

This change would apply to all active duty, reserve and 
National Guard personnel who served at Camp Lejeune for 
no less than 30-days from August 1, 1953, through December 
31, 1987. The days can be either consecutive or cumulative. 
In addition, VA proposes to establish a presumption that 
individuals who served at Camp Lejeune during this period 
and later developed one of  the presumptive diseases 
were disabled during the relevant period of  service, thus 
establishing active military service for benefit purposes.

Read more at http://www.military.com/daily-
news/2016/09/10/vets-poisoned-at-camp-lejeune-inch-
closer-to-va-benefits.html?ESRC=eb_160912.nl

Study Finds Potential 
Biomarkers for Gulf  War Illness
from Ken Howard, VVA Chapter 415

Researchers with the Department of  Veterans Affairs in 
Minneapolis performed a study on 85 Gulf  War veterans that 
resulted in the development of  a tentative panel of  blood 
biomarkers that could possibly verify a diagnosis of  Gulf  
War Illness with 90 percent accuracy. The study will go on 
to a larger population of  participants for validation of  the 
methods used. For more information, click here: http://www.
research.va.gov/currents/0716-1.cfm.

Regulation on Camp Lejeune’s 
Contaminated Drinking Water 
Presumptive Conditions Under Review
from Rich Hudzinski, VVA Chapter 415

Finally on 9 September, after waiting nine months since 
the announcement it would do so and after announcing in 
August it was extending the period of  consideration, the 
VA announced it has published proposed regulations to 
establish presumptions for the service connection of  eight 
diseases affecting military members [and others] exposed 
to contaminants in the water supply at Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. Read more at: https://lvmac.wordpress.
com/2016/09/16/forward-observer-regulation-on-
camp-lejeunes-contaminated-drinking-water-presumptive-
conditions-under-review/

In last month’s newsletter we printed an article on how to 
save yourself  from a sudden heart attack. It has come to our 
attention from someone knowledgeable in that area that the 
advice given was incorrect and, in fact, dangerous. We regret 
the error and urge anyone who read the article to ignore the 
advice given.

Editor’s Note - Correction to article
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