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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
Please submit your events to newsletter 
editor - Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com
November 11: Pen Argyl Assembly: 
We need one or two more speakers.
November 11: Visit to Graterford 
Prison
November 13: Reading Brigade - 2 
chapter members have expressed an 
interest in the Buchanan School pro-
gram.
November 28: Stand Down

Banko Meeting Facility Has Moved

The draft of  the Agent Orange town Hall Meeting is available for view on 
Youtube. The movie is 2.5 hours in length. A fi nal version will be available 
on disk in the near future. There will also be a 30 minute edited version also 
available on disk. https://youtu.be/xbOK4YoN_MI

Do not forget to take advantage of  the one-time offer of  a  lifetime 
membership for only $100. Contact Ken Howard for details. ken2124per@
gmail.com

The following members of  Congress have recently joined on as cosponsors 
in support of  H.R. 1769 and S.901.

H.R. 1769
• Rep. Julia Brownley (CA-26) 7/7/2015
• Rep. John C. Carney (DE) 7/7/2015
• Rep. Richard Neal (MA-1) 7/7/2015
• Rep. David Rouzer (NC-7) 7/7/2015
• Rep. Christopher Smith (NJ-4) 7/7/2015

S.901
• Senator Debbie Stabenow (MI) 7/7/2015

The Toxic Exposure Research Act of  2015, when passed into law, would 
establish within the Department of  Veterans Affairs a national center for the 
diagnosis and treatment of  the health conditions of  the descendants of  veterans 
exposed to toxic substances during service in the Armed Forces.

Cosponsors Added to H.R. 1769 & S.901, the Toxic 
Exposure Research Act of  2015
Originally posted at VVA Web Weekly

The address for the new meeting room for Chapter 415 is:
Lehigh Valley Hospital - Muhlenberg
2545 Schoenersville Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18017
To fi nd the mew meeting room go through the main entrance and immediately 
turn left and go to the far room.

Agent Orange Meeting Video Available

Lietime Membership Offer
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Chapter 415 Annual Picnic October 2015

Chapter 415 had its annual picnic on October 10 of  this year. It was well-attended and there was plenty of  food to go 
around. 

We had really nice sunny weather although it was a bit chilly. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed food (which was just about everyone). Of  course all of  the food was zero calories 
and zero sugar so we could indulge as much as we wanted.

Please ignore the previous sentence as I was in imaginary-land there for a moment.

A big thank you to George Puzio for taking the pictures.
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Court Rules VA Expansion of  AO 
Benefi ts NOT Retroactive
Reprinted from VA Web Weekly

On August 11, 2015, a federal appeals court ruled that the 
VA can expand the group of  veterans who are eligible for 
benefi ts due to Agent Orange exposure without making the 
change retroactive.

You can read the court decision here:
http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/sites/default/fi les/opinions-
orders/14-7093.Opinion.8-7-2015.1.PDF

Vietnam Veterans Still Struggling With 
PTSD Decades After War
Reprinted from VA Web Weekly

As reported August 6 by Jimmy Jenkins for KJZZ, new 
research shows that hundreds of  thousands of  Vietnam vets 
are still suffering from the traumatic after effects of  war.  The 
Vietnam War ended decades years ago. Veterans from that 
confl ict are now in their 50s and 60s, and are starting to retire. 
And with retirement, for some, there’s a troubling realization 
that they have deep wounds from the war that have never 
healed. It took Chuck Byers almost 40 years before he was 
able to think about his service in Vietnam. There was one day 
in particular that he tried to forget.

You can read the article here:
http://kjzz.org/content/175320/vietnam-veterans-still-
struggling-ptsd-decades-after-war

Connecticut Becomes First State to End 
Chronic Veteran Homelessness
Reprinted from VA Web Weekly

On August 27, Governor Dan Malloy announced that 
Connecticut has become the fi rst state in the country to 
end chronic homelessness among veterans. This landmark 
announcement marks another milestone in the campaign to 
end veteran homelessness nationwide. With towns, cities, and 
states coordinating efforts across the board to identify and 
house homeless veterans, the United States as a whole has 
become a truly national coalition for homeless veterans.

You can read the article here:
http://nchv.org/index.php/coalitioncall/full_artical/
connecticut_becomes_fi rst_state_to_end_chronic_veteran_
homelessness/

French Court Confi rms Monsanto 
Guilty of  Chemical Poisoning
Reprinted from VA Web Weekly

As reported September 10 for Reuters by Catherine 
Lagrange and Sybille de La Hamaide, a French court upheld 
a 2012 ruling in which Monsanto was found guilty of  
chemical poisoning of  a French farmer, who says he suffered 
neurological problems after inhaling the U.S. company’s 
Lasso weed killer. The decision by an appeal court in Lyon, 
southeast France, confi rmed the initial judgment, the fi rst 
such case heard in court in France, that ruled Monsanto 
was “responsible” for the intoxication and ordered the 
company to “fully compensate” grain grower Paul Francois. 
Monsanto’s lawyer said the U.S. biotech company would now 
take the case to France’s highest appeal court. 

You can read the article here:
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/11/us-france-
monsanto-court-idUSKCN0RA1UM20150911

Did You or a Family Member Apply 
for VA Health Benefi ts, and Have 
Never Received a Response?
Reprinted from VA Web Weekly

A recent VA Offi ce of  the Inspector General (OIG) report 
exposed a backlog of  over 880,000 veterans’ records in the 
VA Healthcare Enrollment System that are in a pending 
status due to VA’s inability to verify military service records 
and fi nancial information for veterans seeking VA health 
benefi ts. According to the OIG report, 307,000 veterans in 
the pending backlog are listed as deceased. These veterans 
may have died without receiving the health benefi ts they 
earned through military service.

Veterans with pending health benefi t applications would have 
applied one of  the following ways: In person at a VA Medical 
Center or Clinic; over the phone by speaking with a VA Call 
Center Representative; by mailing a 10-10EZ VA Application 
form for Health Benefi ts to a VA Medical Facility or the 
Health Eligibility Center; by completing online application 
form 1010EZ; or by selecting the “I authorize VA to start 
the VA healthcare enrollment process on my behalf ” option 
when applying for Disability Benefi ts.

If  you or a family member applied for VA Health Benefi ts 
after 1998, and have not received a response from VA, 
the application may be in a Pending Status. Veterans and/
or family members should contact VA at 1-877-222-VETS 
(8387) to determine if  their application or family member’s 
application for VA Health Benefi ts is in a Pending Status.
You can read the article here:
http://www.va.gov/oig/pubs/press-releases/VAOIG-Whistl
eblowerClaimsExtensivePersistentProbVetsHlthCER.pdf
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VA Expands Disability Benefi ts for 
Air Force Personnel Exposed to 
Contaminated C-123 Aircraft
Reprinted from Department of Veterans Affi  ars

The Department of  Veterans Affairs (VA) published a 
new regulation that expands eligibility for some benefi ts for 
a select group of  Air Force Veterans and Air Force Reserve 
personnel who were exposed to the herbicide Agent Orange 
through regular and repeated contact with contaminated 
C-123 aircraft that had been used in Vietnam as part of  
Operation Ranch Hand (ORH).

VA published this regulation as an interim fi nal rule so 
that it could immediately begin providing benefi ts to eligible 
Air Force veterans and Air Force Reserve personnel who 
submit a disability compensation claim for any of  the 14 
medical conditions that have been determined by VA to be 
related to exposure to Agent Orange. 

Secretary of  Veterans Affairs Robert A. McDonald made 
the decision to expand benefi ts following receipt of  a 2015 
report by the National Academy of  Sciences Institute of  
Medicine (IOM) on Post-Vietnam Dioxin Exposure in Agent 
Orange-Contaminated C-123 Aircraft. This VA-requested 
report found evidence that as many as 1,500 to 2,100 Air 
Force and Air Force Reserve personnel who served as fl ight, 
medical and ground maintenance crew members on ORH 
C-123 aircraft previously used to spray Agent Orange in 
Vietnam were exposed to the herbicide.

“Opening up eligibility for this deserving group of  Air 
Force veterans and reservists is the right thing to do,” said 
Secretary McDonald. “We thank the IOM for its thorough 
review that provided the supporting evidence needed to 
ensure we can now fully compensate any former crew 
member who develops an Agent Orange-related disability.”

Under this new rule, Air Force and Air Force Reserve 
fl ight, medical and ground maintenance crewmembers who 
served on the contaminated ORH C-123s are presumed 
to have been exposed to herbicides during their service, 
thus making it easier for them to establish entitlement for 
some VA benefi ts if  they develop an Agent Orange-related 
presumptive condition. In addition, for affected Air Force 
Reserve crew members, VA will presume that their Agent 
Orange-related condition had its onset during their Reserve 
training. This change ensures that these reservists are eligible 
for VA disability compensation and medical care for any 
Agent Orange-related presumptive condition, and that 
their surviving dependents are eligible for dependency and 
indemnity compensation and burial benefi ts.

The interim fi nal rule can be found on the Federal 
Register: www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection. VA will 
immediately begin processing claims and issuing benefi ts to 
eligible Air Force crew members.

Want to Track Legislative Issues 
Important to Us?

To keep track of  legislative issues and to take action on 
Toxic Exposure issues go to this link:

http://capwiz.com/vva/home/
It has links to your legislators in addition to issues 

and legislation. Additionally it has links to all manner of  
information that can be useful to you.

In secret chemical weapons experiments conducted 
during World War II, the U.S. military exposed thousands of  
American troops to mustard gas.

When those experiments were formally declassifi ed in 
the 1990s, the Department of  Veterans Affairs made two 
promises: to locate about 4,000 men who were used in 
the most extreme tests, and to compensate those who had 
permanent injuries.

But the VA didn’t uphold those promises, an NPR 
investigation has found.

Read the whole story here:
www.npr.org/2015/06/23/416408655/the-vas-broken-
promise-to-thousands-of-vets-exposed-to-mustard-gas

The VA’s Broken Promise To 
Thousands Of  Vets Exposed To 
Mustard Gas
Originally posted at npr.org

Congress Passes Law Creating ID 
Card for Veterans

Congress has approved the creation of  a veterans’ 
identifi cation card, making it easier for veterans to prove 
military service without having to produce a military service 
record or some other valuable document.

The House had already passed the bill in June and sent it 
on to the Senate. The Senate also passed the legislation, but 
a minor clerical amendment required a second House vote, 
which it took late Tuesday afternoon.

“Today is a good day for our nation’s veterans,” said 
bill sponsor Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Florida. “This bill is 
a prime example of  what we can accomplish when we put 
partisanship aside and the needs of  the country fi rst.”

Both House votes and the Senate vote were unanimous. 
The bill now heads to the White House where President 
Obama is expected to sign it.

Complete story is here:
http://m.military.com/daily-news/2015/07/08/congress-

passes-law-creating-id-card-for-veterans.html
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Two issues that need to be rectifi ed immediately. Veteran 
suicide and homelessness. Think of  all the families that are 
affected by these problems. Every day, 22 veterans take their 
own lives. That’s a suicide every 65 minutes. As shocking 
as the number is, it may actually be higher. Also, Between 
529,000 and 840,000 veterans are homeless at some time 
during the year.

On any given night, more than 300,000 veterans are 
living on the streets or in shelters in the U.S. Please reach 
out to any veteran you know and let them know help is 
available. Here in the Lehigh Valley, One Fight Foundation 
is confronting this issue of  veteran suicide head on (http://
onefi ghtfoundation.org/). 

Homeless veterans in the Lehigh Valley are be helped 
by multiple organizations here are just two of  the groups. 
Victory House of  Lehigh Valley (http://www.victoryhouselv.
org/)and VALOR Clinic Foundation (http://www.valorclinic.
org/). If  you do not live in the Lehigh Valley please check 
with your local township for the organizations confronting 
these problems in your area.

Submitted by Pete Hermany

Real Estate tax exemptions for veterans have come up 
more than once at veterans group meeting. Confusion often 
reigns. Word of  mouth frequently leads to misunderstandings.  
Perhaps the worst part is surviving spouses are often 
forgotten – to include the surviving spouses of  a service 
members killed in action.

The entire blog post can be read here:
lvmac.wordpress.com/2015/08/21/forward-observer-
understanding-veterans-real-estate-tax-exemptions-in-pa-and-
nj

Real Estate Tax Exemptions for Veterans
Submitted by Rich Hudzinski

Free Martial Arts Class for Members
Come join us for free martial arts classes in Aikido, a 

defensive martial art. Our classes are on Wednesday at 6:30 at 
Kinokawa Aikido Dojo in Allentown. No prior experience is 
needed and you can practice regardless of  your conditioning. 
For more info contact the instructor, Art Villafane, VVA 415 
member, at art@ciserve.com or 610-774-0919

Clara Barton & MIAs - from AAA World, September/
October 2015

     “Most people know Clara Barton as a pioneer of  the 
nursing profession and founder of  the American Red Cross.  
Very few know that she was the fi rst person in U.S. history to 
formally search for members of  the armed services who were 
missing in action.  After the Civil War, the by-then renowned 
Barton received some 63,000 letters from people searching 
for loved ones who never returned from battle.  Working out 
of  the Washington, D.C. boarding house where she lived, 
and with a small cadre of  workers, she managed to locate or 
discover the fate of  nearly 22,000 of  these men.

     The new Clara Barton Missing Soldiers Offi ce 
Museum, located in that actual boarding house, not only tells 
the history of  Barton’s little known quest, but also movingly 
recounts the stories - the joyful and the heartbreaking - of  
some of  those 22,000 men.

     ‘Clara Barton was the fi rst to take that mission on, 
tracking down missing soldiers.  You see that black (MIA) 
fl ag - that really started with Clara Barton.  This is kind 
of  an unknown story that we’re able to tell about Clara 
Barton that’s arguably just as important as her better known 
accomplishments,’  says David Price, interim director of  the 
National Museum of  Civil War Medicine, which operates the 
Missing Soldiers Offi ce Museum.
From National Museum of  Civil War Medicine website:

Clara Barton Missing Soldiers Offi ce
437 7th Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 824-0613, www.clarbartonmuseum.org
Hours:
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 12:00 PM — 7:00 PM
Last Admission at 6 PM
By Appointment Other Times

Clara Barton & MIAs
Submitted by Gerald Ney
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The Department of  Veterans Affairs recently issued a 
revision to its manual defi ning what areas can be considered 
for the presumption of  Agent Orange exposure. This 
revision specifi cally excludes the crews of  ships that entered 
the major bays and harbors of  Vietnam, including Navy 
personnel who were exposed to Agent Orange in Da Nang, 
Nha Trang, Vung Tau and Cam Ranh Bay.  

 
The provision was issued in response to a court order 

from the Court of  Appeals for Veterans Claims decision 
entitled Gray v. McDonald, which found the old regulation 
to be improper and ordering the VA to re-write it.  Military-
Veterans Advocacy Executive Director Commander John 
B. Wells, USN (Retired), described the new regulation as a 
“betrayal.”  It does not change their old rule,” Wells said.  “It 
merely restates it with language that is just as irrational.” 

 
The new regulation comes on the heels of  a meeting 

between Wells and VA Deputy Secretary Sloan Gibson, 
which occurred last month.  The meeting was arranged as 
a result of  Congressional pressure open a dialogue on Gray 
and the entire Blue Water Navy issue.  During that meeting, 
Wells showed evidence of  the Agent Orange infi ltration 
into the bays, harbors and territorial seas of  the Republic 
of  Vietnam.  The meeting also included the discussion of  a 
report confi rming the presence of  the Agent Orange dioxin 
in the bottom sediment of  Nha Trang Harbor.  Several 
scientifi c studies have shown that the process used to distill 
potable water from salt water, for crew use, did not remove 
the dioxin, and actually enriched it.

 
“These folks got a straight shot into their drinking 

water.”  Wells said.  “Studies conducted for the Australian 
Department of  Veterans Affairs and confi rmed by the 
United States’ Institute of  Medicine have proven that.  Yet 
the bureaucrats at the VA refuse to accept the fact that they 
were wrong.”   

 
Australia has granted the presumption of  exposure to 

their shipboard veterans since 2003.
 
“Sloan Gibson promised me that the VA would keep 

in contact with us and consult with us,” Wells continued.  
“That never happened.”  Wells noted that a similar promise 
of  contribution made in January of  2012 by then VA 
Chief  of  Staff  John Gingrich never materialized either. 
“We tried to give the VA the benefi t of  the doubt but, 
as usual, they disappointed us.” In an e-mail to Gibson, 
Wells wrote:  “While I had hoped that our meeting would 
result in a partnership, the fact that it did not was not 
completely unexpected. Like most veterans, I am used to 
being disappointed by the VA.  Working with you, I believe 
we could have resolved this matter.  Instead, we now have 
to pursue other avenues. But our mission is to work for the 
veterans and we will continue to do that.” Wells, who served 
as a Chief  Engineer on several Navy ships, is a retired surface 
warfare offi cer.  He is now an attorney practicing military 

Veterans Advocate Hits VA “Betrayal”
Submitted by Ken Howard

and veterans law.  He is recognized nationally as the subject 
matter expert on the Blue Water Navy matter. In contrast, 
Wells noted that at the meeting with Gibson the Deputy 
Secretary conceded that the people he had working the issue 
had no surface ship experience.  

 
“The lack of  nautical experience is evident in the new 

regulation and as well as previous VA statements on the 
matter,”   Wells said. Wells promised continued pressure in 
Congress and the courts.  HR 969, which would expand the 
presumption of  exposure to the territorial seas, is pending in 
the House Veterans Affairs Committee with 264 co-sponsors.  
The Companion Senate bill, S 681, has 20 co-sponsors.  The 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee has held one hearing 
on May 13, and is expected to hold another when Congress 
reconvenes.  Currently litigation is pending before the United 
States Court of  Appeals for the DC Circuit and the Court of  
Appeals for Veterans Claims.

Wells, an attorney whose practice focuses on 
military matters, is based in Slidell, Louisiana, near New 
Orleans.  For more information about MVA, visit www.
MilitaryVeteransAdvocacy.org, and fi nd the organization on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Military-
Veterans-Advocacy-Inc/1379899502270588?fref=ts 



September - October 2015 - Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 415           7

All Public Colleges Will Soon Offer 
Veterans In-state Tuition
Reprinted from the Shreveport, LA Times

Thanks to a new bill veterans won’t have to worry 
about paying out-of-state tuition at any public university. 
Provisions in the Veterans’ Access to Care through Choice, 
Accountability, and Transparency Act of  2014 will require all 
public universities to offer in-state tuition to veterans making 
use of  their GI Bill.

Read the entire article here:
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/

education/higher-ed/2015/08/25/all-public-colleges--soon-
offer-veterans--state-tuition/32330083/

A Bit of  Humor

Through the pitch-
black night, the captain 
sees a light dead ahead on 
a collision course with his 
ship. He sends a signal: 
“Change your course 
ten degrees east.” The light signals back: “Change yours, ten 
degres west.” Angry, the captain sends: “I’m a Navy captain! 
Change your course, sir!” “I’m a seaman, second class,” 
comes the reply. “Change your course, sir.” Now the captain 
is furious. “I’m a battleship! I’m not changing course!” 
There’s one last reply. “I’m a lighthouse. Your call.”

A Sergeant was addressing a squad of  25 and said: “I 
have a nice easy job for the laziest man here. Put up your 
hand if  you are the laziest.” 24 men raised their hands, and 
the sergeant asked the other man “why didn’t you raise your 
hand?” The man replied: “Too much trouble raising the hand, 
Sarge.”
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Appeals Pamphlet 
http://www.va.gov/vbs/bva/pamphlet.htm 
Board of  Veteran’s Appeals 
http://www.va.gov/vbs/bva/  
Center for Minority Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/centerforminorityveterans/  
Center for Veterans Enterprise 
http://www.vetbiz.gov/library/library.htm  
Center for Women Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/womenvet/  
Compensation Rate Tables, 12-1-03 
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/Rates/comp01.htm  
Department of  Veterans Affairs Home Page 
http://www.va.gov/  
Directory of  Veterans Service Organizations 
http://www1.va.gov/vso/index.cfm?template=view  
Disability Examination Worksheets Index, Comp  
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/Benef  its/exams/index.htm  
Due Process 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admin21/m21_1/mr/part1/
ch02/ch02_seca.doc  
Duty to Assist 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admin21/m21_1/mr/part3/
subptiii/ch01/ch01_seca.doc  
Electronic Code of  Federal Regulations 
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/ecfr/  
Environmental Agents 
http://www1.va .gov/environagents/  
Establishing Combat Veteran Eligibility
http://www4.va.gov/healtheligibility/library/pubs/
combatvet/combatvet.pdf
Evaluation Protocol for Gulf  War And Iraqi Freedom 
Veterans With Potential Exposure to Depleted Uranium 
(DU) 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/duhandbook1303122304.

doc 
See also, Depleted Uranium Fact Sheet 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/
depleteduraniumfaqsheet.doc  
Evaluation Protocol for Non-Gulf  War Veterans With 
Potential Exposure to Depleted Uranium (DU)
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/
duhandbooknongw130340304.doc
Fee Basis, Priority For Outpatient Medical Services And 
Inpatient Hospital Care
http://www4.va.gov/healtheligibility/coveredservices/
specialbenefi ts.asp
Federal Benefi ts for Veterans and Dependants
http://www1.va.gov/opa/publications/benefi ts_book.asp  
Forms and Records Request 
http://www.va.gov/vaforms/  
General Compensation Provisions 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=2094  
Geriatrics and Extended Care 
http://www1.va.gov/geriatricsshg/  
Guideline for Chronic Pain and Fatigue
http://www.healthquality.va.gov/  
Guide to Gulf  War Veteran’s Health 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/vhigulfwar.pdf   
Gulf  War Registry Program (to include Operation Iraqi 
Freedom)
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/
registry_exam.asp
Gulf  War Subject Index 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/page.
cfm?pg=7&template=main&letter=a  
Gulf  War Veteran’s Illnesses Q&As 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/docs/gwillnessesqandasib1041.
pdf   
Hearings 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admi n21/m21_1/mr/part1/
ch04.doc  
Homeless Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/homeless/  
HSR&D Home 
http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/  
Index to Disability Examination Worksheets C&P exams
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/benefi ts/exams/index.htm
Ionizing Radiation 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/ViewPublication.
asp?pub_ID=1374  
Iraqi Freedom/Enduring Freedom Veterans VBA
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/oefoif/resources.
asp
M21-1 Table of  Contents 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/m21_1.html  
Mental Disorders, Schedule of  Ratings 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38cfr/bookc/part4/
s4_130.doc  
Mental Health Program Guidelines 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=1094  
Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Centers 
http://www.mirecc.va.gov/48 
MS (Multiple Sclerosis) Centers of  Excellence 
http://www4.va.gov/ms/ 

These are web-sites that provide information on Veterans 
benefi ts and how to fi le/ask for them.

Accordingly, there are many sites that explain how to 
obtain books, military/medical records, information and how 
to appeal a denied claim with the VA. Nearly 100% of  this 
information is free and available for all veterans, the only 
catch is: you have to ask for it, because they won’t tell you 
about a specifi c benefi t unless you ask for it. 

You need to know what questions to ask so the right 
doors open for you -- and then be ready to have an advocate 
who is willing to work with and for you, stay in the process, 
and press for your rights and your best interests. 

Note: Some of  these links may be outdated, so you would 
have to do a Google search

Every so often we  reprint info that 
is valuable to all veterans.. Thank 
you to Ron Titus for supplying the 
information below.
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My Health e Vet 
http://www.myhealth.va.gov/  
National Association of  State Directors 
http://www.nasdva.net/  
Neurological Conditions and Convulsive Disorders, Schedule 
of  Ratings
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38cfr/bookc/part4/
s4%5F124a.doc
OMI (Offi ce of  Medical Inspector) 
http://www.medicalinspector.va.gov/  
Online VA Form 10-10EZ 
https://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez/  
Parkinson’s Disease and Related Neurodegenerative 
Disorders 
http://”www1.va.gov/netsixpadrecc/docs/Handout.pdf ” 
and, http://www.parkinsons.va.gov/houston/documents/
bulletin_for_nurses.pdf   
Peacetime Disability Compensation 
 http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgibin/getdoc.
cgi?dbname=browse_usc&docid=cite:+38usc1131 
Pension for Non-Service-Connected Disability or Death
title=”http://veterans.house.gov/documents/title38.
pdf ”>http://veterans.house.gov/documents/title38.pdf
Persian Gulf  Registry Referral Centers
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/docs/gulfwar/gw_
newsletter_feb93.pdf
Persian Gulf  Veterans’ Illnesses Research 2002, Annual 
Report To Congress
hhttp://www.research.va.gov/resources/pubs/gulfwarrpt99.
cfm
Policy Manual Index 
http://www1.va.gov/vapubs/  
Power of  Attorney 
http://www4.va.gov/vaforms/medical/pdf/vha-10-0137-fi ll.
pdf   
Project 112 (Including Project SHAD)
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=2089
Prosthetics Eligibility 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=337  
Public Health and Environmental Hazards Home Page 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/index.asp  
Public Health/SARS 
http://www.houston.va.gov/docs/sars_factsheet.pdf   
Publications Manuals 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/publications.
cfm?Pub=4  
Publications and Reports 
http://www.research.va.gov/resources/pubs/default.cfm 
Request For And Consent To Release Of  Information From 
Claimant’s Records
http://www4.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/va3288.pdf
Research Advisory Committee on Gulf  War Veterans 
Illnesses http://www1.va.gov/rac-gwvi/  
Research and Development 
http://www.research.va.gov/  
Survivor’s and Dependents’ Educational Assistance
https://www.gibill.va.gov/pamphlets/ch35/ch35_pamphlet_
general.htm
VA Fact Sheet 
http://www.vba.va.gov/vba/benefi ts/factsheets  

VA Health Care Eligibility 
http://www4.va.gov/healtheligibility/  
VA healthcare for Gulf  War Veterans 
http://www1.va.gov/gulfwar/  
VA Instituting Global Assessment Of  Function (GAF)
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=1094
VA Life Insurance Handbook 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admin29/
handbook/29_98_01.pdf   
VA Loan Lending Limits and Jumbo Loans 
http://valoans.com/va_facts_limits.cfm  
VA MS Research 
http://www4.va.gov/ms/  
VA National Hepatitis C Program 
http://www.hepatitis.va.gov/  
VA Offi ce of  Research and Development 
http://www.research.va.gov/default.cfm  
VA Trainee Pocket Card on Gulf  War 
http://www.va.gov/oaa/pocketcard/gulfwar.asp  
VA Emergency Management 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/emergencymanagement/  
VA WRIISC-DC 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/viewpublication.
asp?pub_id=1121  
VA OIG Hotline Telephone Number and Address 
http://www4.va.gov/oig/contacts/hotline.asp  
Vet Center Eligibility - Readjustment Counseling Service 
http://www.va.gov/rcs/Eligibility.htm  
Veterans Benefi ts Administration Main Web Page 
http://www.vba.va.gov/  
Veterans Legal and Benefi ts Information 
http://valaw.org/  
VHA Forms, Publications, Manuals 
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/  
VHA Programs - Clinical Programs & Initiatives 
http://www1.va.gov/health/  
VHA Public Health Strategic Health Care Group Home Page 
http: //www.publichealth.va.gov 
VHI Guide to Gulf  War Veterans Health http://www.
publichealth.va.gov/vethealthinitiative/gulfwar.asp 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/  
Vocational Rehabilitation Subsistence 
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/sa.htm  
VONAPP online 
http://vabenefi ts.vba.va.gov/vonapp/main.asp  
WARMS - 38 CFR Book C 
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/bookc.html  
Wartime Disability Compensation 
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgibin/getdoc.
cgi?dbname=browse_usc&docid=cite:+38usc1110  
War-Related Illness and Injury Study Center - New Jersey 
http://www.wri.med.va.gov/  
Welcome to the GI Bill Web Site 
http://www.gibill.va.gov/  
What VA Social Workers Do 
http://www.socialwork.va.gov/socialworkers.asp
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Arrangement includes secure, electronic transfer of  
immunization records, supports complete VA patient medical 
records

Walgreens announced a fi rst-of-its-kind partnership with 
the Department of  Veterans Affairs (VA) to improve care 
coordination and integrate immunization records for more 
than 8.5 million VA-enrolled patients. 

Through its 8,200 locations nationwide, Walgreens 
pharmacists can provide veterans with greater access to fl u 
and other CDC-recommended vaccinations. 

Walgreens pharmacists also will leverage the eHealth 
exchange through Walgreens electronic health record (EHR) 
platform to securely share immunization records with the VA 
and help ensure complete patient medical records.

Walgreens Partners with the 
Department of  Veterans Affairs to 
Expand Veterans Access to Flu and 
Other Recommended Vaccinations
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760 Frenchtown Rd. Milford NJ 
www.shammyshine.com 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Tom Halford 

Phone: 908.996.2177 ext: 218 

Fax: 908.996.6946 

Email: t.halford@shammyshine.net 

 

 
FREE CAR WASH for Veterans and Military Personnel on  

November, 11th 2015 at Shammy Shine Car Washes NJ & PA 

 

NJ: Flemington, Clinton, Raritan, Phillipsburg, Milford. PA: Allentown, Bethlehem, Palmer, Easton. 

October 15, 2015. Shammy Shine Car Washes of NJ and PA, in conjunction with over 2,800 other car 

wash locations will provide FREE car washes to veterans and current military service personnel, 

through the Grace for Vets FREE Wash Program, on Wednesday, November 11th, 2015 from 8am – 

5pm. Washes will be given rain or shine at NJ: Raritan, Rt. 12, Valero Center, Clinton I, Clinton II, 

Phillipsburg and Milford. PA: Airport Rd., Rt. 191, Easton and Palmer. The FREE washes are given 

to honor and recognize those that have and are serving in the armed forces. 

Grace for Vets continues to grow and expand its reach of honoring military service each year as additional car 

washes register under the program to give FREE washes. Currently there is participation from all 50 United 

States, and three other countries, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. In 2014, 1,364 wash operators, totaling 

2,887 locations washed 233,847 military service vehicles on November 11th. Shammy Shine looks forward to 

honoring local service men and woman on November 11
th
. Military service personnel are encouraged to visit 

the Grace for Vets website at www.graceforvets.org to find other participating washes, if a Shammy Shine 

location isn’t in their area.  “We’re excited that the program has expanded internationally as it allows more 

military service to be honored, says Tom Halford. I’m proud to be a part of an industry that continually supports 

our military.”   

For Shammy Shine locations or to obtain more information call 908.996.2177 ext. 218 or visit 

www.shammyshine.com or www.graceforvets.org. 
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Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 30 September
(A sample of the signifi cant events in U.S. Military History)

September 3
1943 - World War II: Mainland Italy is invaded by Allied 
forces for the fi rst time in the war.
September 4
1945 - World War II: Japanese forces surrender on Wake 
Island after hearing word of  their nation’s surrender.
1967 - Vietnam War: Operation Swift begins: U.S. Marines 
launch a search-and-destroy mission in 
Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces.
September 5
1970 - Vietnam War: Operation 
Jefferson Glenn begins: the United 
States 101st Airborne Division and the 
South Vietnamese 1st Infantry Division 
participate.
September 6
1863 - American Civil War: Confederates 
evacuate Battery Wagner and Morris Island 
in South Carolina.
September 7
1965 - Vietnam War: In a follow-up to August’s Operation 
Starlite, U.S. Marines and South Vietnamese forces initiate 
Operation Piranha.
September 8
1943 - World War II: United States Army Air Forces aircraft 
carry out the Frascati bombing raid.
1945 - Cold War: United States troops arrive to partition 
the southern part of  Korea in response to Soviet troops 
occupying the northern part of  the peninsula a month earlier.
September 9
1776 - The Continental Congress offi cially names their new 
union of  sovereign states the United States.
1863 - American Civil War: The Union Army enters 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.
1943 - World War II: The Allies land at Salerno and Taranto, 
Italy, beginning the Allied invasion of  Italy.
September 10
1776 - Revolution: Nathan Hale volunteers to spy.
September 11
1814 - The climax of  the Battle of  Plattsburgh, which ended 
the War of  1812.
1941 - Ground broken for the construction of  The 
Pentagon.
1941 - World War II: The U.S. Navy ordered to attack 
German U-boats.
1965 - Vietnam War: The U.S. 1st Cavalry Division arrives in 

Vietnam.
September 12
1957 - NORAD begins operations.
September 13
1862 - Union soldiers fi nd Robert E. Lee’s battle plans in a 
fi eld outside Frederick, Maryland. Prelude to the Battle of  
Antietam.

September 14
 1969 - On December 1, 1969 
September 14th is drawn as the fi rst 
birthdate in the U.S. draft during the 
Vietnam War.
    1944 - United States Marines land on 
the island of  Peleliu.
September 15
1862 - American Civil War: Confederate 
forces capture Harpers Ferry, Virginia.
1950 - Korean War: U.S. forces land at 
Incheon.

September 17
1862 - American Civil War: George McClellan halts the 
northward drive of  Robert E. Lee’s Confederate army in the 
Battle of  Antietam.
1944 - Allied Airborne troops parachute into the Netherlands 
as half  of  Operation Market Garden.
September 18
1947 - The United States Air Force is created separate from 
the United States Army.
September 19
1796 - George Washington makes his farewell address.
1957 - First U.S. underground nuclear bomb test.
September 21
1780 - American Revolutionary War: Benedict Arnold gives 
the British the plans to West Point.
1942 - The B-29 Superfortress makes its debut.
September 22
1776 - Nathan Hale is hanged for spying during American 
Revolution.
September 26
1950 - Korean War: United Nations troops recapture Seoul 
from the North Koreans.
September 27
1941 - The SS Patrick Henry is launched, becoming the fi rst 
of  more than 2,700 Liberty ships.
September 29
September 30
1954 - The U.S. Navy submarine Nautilus is commissioned, 
becoming the world’s fi rst operation nuclear-powered vessel.



Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 31 October
(A sample of the signifi cant events in U.S. Military History)

October 1
1943 - World War II: Naples falls to the Allies.
October 4
1884 - The Naval War College of  the United States Navy was 
founded in Newport, Rhode Island.
October 7
1950 - United States forces cross the 38th parallel.
1970 - Richard Nixon announces a new fi ve-point peace 
proposal to end the Vietnam War.
October 8
1918 - World War I - In the Argonne 
Forest in France, United States Corporal 
Alvin C. York almost single-handedly kills 
25 German soldiers and captures 132.
1968 - Vietnam War: Operation Sealords - 
United States and South Vietnamese forces 
launch a new operation in the Mekong 
Delta.
1970 - Vietnam War: In Paris, a Communist 
delegation rejects US President Richard 
Nixon’s October 7 peace proposal as “a maneuver to deceive 
world opinion.”
October 11
1942 - World War II: U.S. Navy ships intercept and defeat 
a Japanese fl eet on their way to reinforce troops on 
Guadalcanal at the Battle of  Cape Esperance.
October 12
1775 - The United States Navy is formed.
1967 - Vietnam War: Secretary of  State Dean Rusk states 
during a news conference that proposals by the U.S. Congress 
for peace initiatives were futile because of  North Vietnam’s 
opposition.
1970 - Vietnam War: President Richard Nixon announces 
that the United States will withdraw 40,000 more troops 
before Christmas.
October 14
1962 - Cold War: A U-2 reconnaissance fl ight over Cuba 
takes photos of  Soviet nuclear weapons being installed, 
beginning the Cuban Missile Crisis.
1968 - Vietnam War: The Department of  Defense announces 
that the United States Army and United States Marines 
will be sending about 24,000 troops back to Vietnam for 
involuntary second tours.
October 17
1781 - Revolutionary War: General Charles Cornwallis offers 
his surrender to American and French forces, ending the 
siege of  Yorktown and the last major Revolutionary War 
engagement.

October 19
1944 - United States forces land in the Philippines.
October 20
1944 - General Douglas MacArthur fulfi lls his promise 
to return to the Philippines when he commands an Allied 
assault on the islands, reclaiming them from the Japanese 
during the Second World War.
October 21

1774 - First display of  the word 
“Liberty” on a fl ag, raised by colonists 
in Taunton, Massachusetts and which 
was in defi ance of  British rule in 
Colonial America.
October 22
1957 - Vietnam War: First United States 
casualties in Vietnam.
1972 - Vietnam War: In Saigon, Henry 
Kissinger and South Vietnamese 
President Nguyen Van Thieu meet to 
discuss a proposed cease-fi re that had 

been worked out between Americans and North Vietnamese 
in Paris. Thieu rejects the proposal and accused the United 
States of  conspiring to undermine his regime.
October 23
1965 - Vietnam War: Operation Silver Bayonet - The 1st 
Cavalry Division (United States) (Airmobile) in conjunction 
with South Vietnamese forces, launch a new operation, 
seeking to destroy North Vietnamese forces in Pleku 
Province in II Corps Tactical Zone (the Central Highlands).
October 24
1954 - Dwight D. Eisenhower pledges United States support 
to South Vietnam
October 25
1962 - Cuban missile crisis: Adlai Stevenson shows photos at 
the UN proving Soviet missiles are installed in Cuba.
October 26
1940 - The P-51 Mustang makes it maiden fl ight.
October 28
1964 - Vietnam War: U.S. offi cials deny any involvement in 
bombing North Vietnam.
October 29
1971 - Vietnam War: Vietnamization - The total number of  
American troops still in Vietnam drops to a record low of  
196,700 (the lowest level since January 1966).
October 31
    1968 - Vietnam War October surprise:Citing progress 
with the Paris peace talks, US President Lyndon B. Johnson 
announces to the nation that he has ordered a complete 
cessation of  “all air, naval, and artillery bombardment of  
North Vietnam” effective November 1.






