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Article Submission
Please submit your articles and stories 
to newsletter editor - 
Art Villafane, art@ciserve.com

Calendar of  Events
October 14 VVA/AVVA StandDown
October 16 VVA Board Meeting 7PM
October 18 LVMAC Luncheon 11:30
October 21 WAEB Family Spaghetti 
Dinner Fund Raiser - Allentown 
Rescue Mission
October 28-29 PASC Meeting at State 
College PA

Veterans Flu Shots at Walgreens
Submitted by George Puzio, VVA

VA and Walgreens are national partners, providing no-cost flu shots to enrolled 
Veterans of  the VA health care system. During the program, which runs from 
August 15, 2017 through March 31, 2018, enrolled Veteran patients nationwide 
have the option of  getting their flu shot at any of  Walgreens’ 8,200 locations in 
addition to their local VA health care facilities. No appointment is required; simply 
go to any Walgreens, tell the pharmacist you receive care at a VA facility and show 
your Veterans Identification Card and another form of  photo ID.

 
Your immunization record will be updated electronically in your local VA 

electronic health record. Walgreens has the capability to electronically send 
vaccination information to the VA electronic health record. The VA-Walgreens 
national partnership is part of  VA’s eHealth Exchange project. This national 
program ensured that many Veterans got their no-cost flu shot at their local 
Walgreens, satisfying their wellness reminder because they either found it more 
convenient or did not have a scheduled appointment at a local VA health care 
facility.

VVA 415 to Provide Veteran’s Day 
Ceremony at Local Nursing Home

Bill Rodebaugh is spearheading an event at a local nursing home on Saturday, 
November 11th (Veterans Day).  Bill will be going in, serving coffee and cake 
and having a little ceremony for the veterans in the home. I am making a 
PowerPoint show with patriotic pictures (about 10-15 minutes) Total time will 
be about 3 hours from start to clean-up.  If  you are interested in helping out 
please reply to either Bill or myself.  The next meeting will be October 9th at 7 
pm at Wegmans.

47 years after Vietnam War Secret Mission, 
Green Beret to Receive Medal of  Honor
Submitted by Ken Howard, VVA

A retired Army Green Beret credited with saving multiple lives during a covert 
four-day mission into Laos to target North Vietnamese soldiers operating there 
will receive the Medal of  Honor next month, 47 years after his heroic actions, the 
White House announced Wednesday.

Read the entire story at: http://tinyurl.com/y86duxxm
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Children of  the equivalent of  fifth grade are each assigned 
one of  the American and Canadian liberators buried there. 
Their grave is the student’s responsibility for the year and 
they learn all there is to know of  their own hero. Their 
surviving family is sent letters and they respond to the annual 
child who tends their loved one’s grave.
No apology needed here!

Have you ever wondered if anyone in Europe remem-
bers America’s sacrifice in World War II? There is an 
answer in a small town in the Czech Republic. The 
town is called Pilsen (Plzen ).
Every 5 years, Pilsen conducts the Liberation Celebra-
tion of the City of Pilsen in the Czech Republic. May 
6th, 2010, marked the 65th anniversary of the libera-
tion of Pilsen by General George Patton’s 3rd Army. 
Pilsen is the town that every American should visit 
because they love America and the American Soldier.

Even 65 years later...by the thousands,

The citizens of Pilsen came to say thank you.

Lining the streets of Pilsen for miles

From the large crowds,

to quiet reflective moments,

Memorial Day Czech Style
Submitted by Bob Adams, AVVA
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including this American family’s private time to honor 
and remember their American hero.

This is the crash site of Lt. Virgil P. Kirkham, the last 
recorded American USAAF pilot killed in Europe 
during WWII. It was Lt. Kirkham’s 82nd mission and 
one that he volunteered to go on.

At the time, this 20-year-old pilot’s P-47 Thunderbolt
plane was shot down, a young 14-year-old Czech girl, 

Zdenka Sladkova, was so moved by his sacrifice she 
made a vow to care for him and his memory. For 65 
straight years, Zdenka, now 79-years-old, took on the 
responsibility to care for Virgil’s crash site and me-
morial near her home.

On May 4th, she was recognized by the Mayor of 
Zdenka’s home town of Trhanova, Czech Republic, 
for her sacrifice and extraordinary effort to honor this 
American hero.

Another chapter in this important story... the Czech 
people are teaching their children about America ‘s 
sacrifice for their freedom.
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American Soldiers, young and old, are the Rock Stars 
these children and their parents want autographs from.

Yes, Rock Stars! As they patiently waited for his auto-
graph, the respect this little Czech boy and his father 
have for our troops serving today was heartwarming 
and inspirational. 

The Brian LaViolette Foundation established The Scholar-
ship of  Honor in tribute to General George S. Patton and the 
American Soldier, past and present.

Each year, a different military hero will be honored in tribute 
to General Patton’s memory and their mission to liberate 
Europe. This award will be presented to a graduating senior 
who will be entering the military or a form of  community 
service such as fireman, policeman, teaching or nursing -- a 
cause greater than self. The student will be from 1 of  the 5 
high schools in Pilsen, Czech Republic.

The first award will be presented in May 2011 in honor of  Lt. 
Virgil Kirkham, that young 20-year-old P-47 pilot killed 65 
years ago in the final days of  WWII.
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GUIDE TO HAPPINESS !!!
Q: Where can single men over the age of 70 find 
younger women who are interested in them? 
A: Try a bookstore, under Fiction.
Q: How can you avoid that terrible curse of the elder-
ly wrinkles?
A: Take off your glasses.
Q: Is it common for 70-plus year olds to have prob-
lems with short term memory storage?
A: Storing memory is not a problem. Retrieving it is 
the problem.
Q: As people age, do they sleep more soundly? 
A: Yes, but usually in the afternoon.
Q: Where should 70-plus year olds look for eye 
glasses? 
A: On their foreheads.
Q: What is the most common remark made by 70-
plus year olds when they enter antique stores? 
A: “Gosh, I remember these!”

Presenting Virgil’s award will be someone who knows the 
true meaning of  service and sacrifice... someone who looks a 
lot like Virgil. Marion Kirkham, Virgil’s brother,
who himself  served during WWII in the United States Army 
Air Corps!!! 

In closing... Here is what the city of  Pilsen thinks of  General 
Patton’s grandson. George Patton Waters (another Rock Star!) 
serves on Brian’s Foundation board.

As reported September 
14 by Tom Fink for CNHI 
News, Air Force Col. 
Ronald Scott’s remains 
have been identified 
50 years after his loss. 
According to DPAA, 
Scott was declared missing 
in action following an 
explosion during an armed 
reconnaissance mission 
over northern Vietnam 
in 1966. A recovery team 
collected material from the 
site in 2014. Additional 
recovery operations 
were conducted in 2015 
and 2016. Remains were 

sent to the Central Identification Laboratory for analysis, 
and Scott’s remains were identified through DNA analysis, 
dental analysis and other circumstantial evidence. He will be 
honored at a graveside service in Woodlawn Cemetery, in 
Claremore, on Sept. 22.  

Read more here: http://tinyurl.com/yadvteew

Welcome Home, 
Col. Ronald Scott
From VVA Weekly



  6             September-October 2017  Vietnam Veterans of America - Chapter 415

Veteran Habitat Build..July 11-15..Fredericksburg, VA 
Sponsored by Greater Fredericksburg HFHf
By Colleen hauser, AVVA, Chapter 415

As reported August 3 by Tom Philpott for Stars and Stripes, 
VA Secretary Shulkin has announced he will decide “on or 
before” Nov. 1 whether to add to the Agent Orange pre-
sumptive list bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and Parkin-
son-like symptoms without diagnosis of  that particular dis-
ease. But hypertension (high blood pressure) and stroke also 
might be embraced, or ignored, as part of  the current review.

 The process was sparked by the Institute of  Medicine’s 
10th and final review of  medical literature on health effects 
of  herbicide exposure in Vietnam.  The 1,100-page report 
concluded in March 2016 that recent scientific research 
strengthened the association between herbicide exposure and 
bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinson-like symp-
toms. Specifically, the institute, or IOM, found “limited or 
suggestive” evidence of  an association to herbicide versus its 
previous finding of  “inadequate or insufficient” evidence of  
an association. Read the entire article at http://tinyurl.com/
y7axg8kz.

VA Sec to Decide by Nov. 1 on Additions 
to Agent Orange Presumptive List 
From VVA Web Weekly

This story was co-published with the Houston Chronicle and 
ProPublica
On July 27, in the wake of  Sen. McCain’s recent diagnosis 
of  glioblastoma, Mike Hixenbaugh (Houston Chronicle) and 
Charles Ornstein (Propublica) report on the prevalence of  
brain cancer among Vietnam veterans: “For years, Vietnam 
vets and their widows have been pushing the VA to extend 
benefits to those exposed to the toxic herbicide and later 
stricken with glioblastoma. The VA has said no, but advocates 
hope the agency will now revisit the issue….” 
When Amy Jones’ dad, Paul, was diagnosed with glioblasto-
ma last month, she wondered whether it might be tied to his 
time in Vietnam. Then, last week, when Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., also a Vietnam veteran, was diagnosed with the same 
aggressive brain cancer, Jones searched online for glioblasto-
ma and Vietnam vets.
She soon learned the disease is one of  a growing list of  ail-
ments that some Vietnam veterans and their relatives believe 
is caused by exposure to Agent Orange, the toxic herbicide 
sprayed during the war. “Honestly, it’s not easy to even admit 
that this is happening, let alone to even talk about it,” said 
Jones, whose 68-year-old father has had surgery to remove 
a brain tumor and now is receiving radiation treatments. 
“It’s only been six weeks. It’s such a devastating diagnosis.” 
McCain’s diagnosis comes as the U.S. Department of  Vet-
erans Affairs is under increased pressure to broaden who’s 
eligible for Agent Orange-related compensation. During the 
war, the military sprayed millions of  gallons of  the herbicide 
in Vietnam to kill enemy-covering jungle brush, and in the 
process, may have exposed as many as 2.6 million U.S. service 
members — including McCain.

McCain’s Brain Cancer Draws 
Renewed Attention to Possible 
Agent Orange Connection
From VVA Weekly
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Wheels of Time 2017 Photos
Submitted by Gary Powers and Walter Buzin
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Special Bulletin 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Pennsylvania State Council 

A Congressionally Chartered Veterans Service Organization 

Memorandum 
 

Date:  September 1, 2017 
 

From:  Kerwin Stone, President VVA Chapter 292 and VP Texas State Coucil 
  and VVA National Director At-Large 
    
To:  VVA Chapters Across the United States 
 
Re:  Hurricane Harvey Relief 
 
 
Vietnam Veterans Texas State Council is undertaking a relief effort.  The storm has been nothing 
less than devastating!  We have received a number of inquires asking how can our brothers be of help.  
This is what we have decided.  It will take a few more days before victims can realistically assess what 
their actual damage is.  Many relief organizations are here already covering some of those initial needs. 
 
Until we can get a better handle on what we actually need, we will be accepting monetary donations at 
this time.  For the purpose of expediency, please make checks out to my VVA Chapter 292 
 

Vietnam Veterans Chapter 292 
Post Office Box 1071 

Beaumont, Texas  77704-1071 
 
Only I and my Treasurer have keys to the PO Box.   You can contact me directly at KStone@vva.org or 
on my cell at (409)363-3891.  Please note that Beaumont is still flooded but we will be able to get a good 
start on this relief. 
 
My chapter has had experience in mounting relief efforts for VVA Chapters in distress and we will be 
good stewards of  any and all donations, no matter the amount. 
 
 

Please note that President Haberkorn received this memorandum today and is distributing the information to all VVA Chapters in 
the Commonwealth because of the inquiries that have been received at the PASC level to help our brothers and sisters in the Great 
State of Texas.  More information will be forthcoming as it is received.   
           Newsletter Editor:  George Puzio 



 

Pocono Township Parks & Recreation and The Friendly Community Center presents: 
VETERAN’S DAY ART EXHIBITION - Veteran’s Day Weekend 2017  

Pocono Heritage Center at Mountain View Park, Tannersville 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The show will is scheduled for the weekend of Veteran’s Day with an opening reception on Friday, November 
10th from 6-8 pm. All mediums of art (paintings, photo, sculpture, etc.) will be featured. Commission for any 
artwork sold will be 25% and proceeds will support the local American Legion Post 903 to help maintain the 
Tannersville War Memorial located at Rt.611 and 715.  

OPEN HOUSE RECEPTION:   
Thursday, November 9th from 4:00 - 6:00 pm 
Light refreshments 
Live music performed by Veteran Pieter Holland, Army Ranger in Vietnam 
http://www.pieterholland.com 
 

 

EXHIBITION HOURS:  
Friday, Nov 10TH from 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
Saturday & Sunday, Nov 11TH & 12TH from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 

SPECIAL APPEARANCE…The Freedom Express, Honoring our Veterans with a one of a kind display of 
personalized veteran memorabilia. Be prepared to be moved by this emotional tribute to the men and women 
who bravely served to protect our beloved USA. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tours of the Learn Legacy Room will also be provided by the Pocono Jackson Township Historical Society 


